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Editorial 


With the end of the Thatchenir Cold War ideological framework diverse political and social 
viewpoints are being allowed an airing. Unfortunately the British state seems determined 
to stifle social change with coercive new laws and media propaganda. With national politics 
exposed as a Third World-style pseudo-politics of 'low intensity' democracy, new 
community-baaed radicalism is a thriving alternative, in need of everyone’s participation. 
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] very much like Open Eye, What caught 
my attention was the article by Noam 
Chomsky who's been a hero of mine for 
year* I appreciate the Alternative Press 
Section. What's curious to me is how 
many of the alternative press publications 
I subscribe to are from the States as op 
posed to the USCones - not for any reason 
oJ choice but simply because ! didn't know 
they existed, So I appreciate the data 

I do recommend a couple of other* - 
otic of which I helped finance called Cen- 
sored- and the other, Thmet ] also think 
World Watch is brilliant and of course 
Mother Jones. See what you thunk Vou 
must also glance your eye over Adbusters, 
a Vancouver based anti-ad magazine - it is 
quite sensational. 

I'm sorry my company causes your 
partner vitriolic responses - maybe he 
should come down and pose the ques- 
tions, find the facts and then decide on 
which viewpoint 7 

Take care and good tuck. 

Anil a Roddick 

B'litv ifcop itft'Haliwo-. WnnnnMudl U'tliha-"^- »n tfnl luuii, 

Ml 7 lid, Til D 1113 HUM 

(PS Here's a good quote that sums up Open 
Eye * Be courageous - its the only pla ce left 
uncrowd ed") 
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‘Beam’ weapons? 

Regarding the Verney case [Open Eye2, 
page 28-29], [ see very little more that we 
can do 1 am in receipt of copies of all 
letters Verney has written regarding the 
subject, and the replies from MPs, the 
House of Commons. Prime Minister etc. I 
have no doubt in my own mind that Ver- 
ney fell foul of the security services who 
used various device? and tactic* to per- 
suade him to leave Darglc Collage, We 
know of the sort of “beam weapon" which 
ha* been developed to do what Verney 
implies was done to him and his family. It 
even has a name, “Gypsy" Such beam 
weapons, although they don't officially 
crust, are lisredin the Board of Trade 
Export Licence document for anyone to 
see. And yet. even with all this circumstan- 
tial evidence pointing the finger at a "dirty 
tricks" department, we have not one shred 
of proof. In the end, to stand the story up, 
someone is going to have to put it to the 
MOD Press Office and within a short 
period of time of that happening, you will 


undoubtedly receive a call, stressing that 
the MOD would rather that you didn't 
proceed with the story. I am sure that I 
need not push this point further 

Mr. Verney is one of several men who 
have enjoyed electro -magnetic peculiar! 
Lies in their home environment. All have 
suffered mentally and physically. All have 
a history of being involved with signals 
units during (he Second World War. All 
their trouble* seemed to start after they 
had complained la their various elect ricity 
boards about the anomalies. 1 suspect that 
the files on properties near to and includ- 
ing those of the complainants were 
"nagged” because of their proximity to 
MOD properties. Background checks 
would automatically have been earned out 
on the individuals concerned, which was 
fine until someone realised that with their 
signals background, they, more than any- 
one else, might have known or have been 
able to deduce what was going on. Irre- 
spective of Ihc fact that these perceived 
“threats" to the nation's security were all 
old men in their seventies, someone decid- 
ed not to take the risk and the result i* sev- 
eral cases along the lines of the Verney case 
Although too much time has passed 
since the beginnings of Verney s’ troubles, 
other stories are reaching me that strange 
things are happening to people in various 
parts of woodland. — nausea, loss of vision, 
disorientation— all symptoms of electro- 
magnetic beam weapons It is thought that 
such weapons might be being used as an 
alternative to a perimeter fence in sensi- 
tive locations As an example of this, there 
are several reports of such weapons hav- 
ing been used against the peace camp 
women at Greenham Common, Uri Gcller. 
in his book The Getter Effect, also noticed 
the strange use of the back focus of a ra- 
dar dish being used to affect the Green- 
ham Common crowds, Food for thought 
perhaps 

John Rymouth 

[A4dnui rlhild ofl rtwiJf 

A Positive note 

We have just read the first two issues of 
your magazine and we would like to con- 
gratulate you on some excellent material 
The pieces by Chomsky. Agee and Living- 
stone n re just right: after reading them you 
end up feeling more informed and more 
able to resist the usual propaganda that 
masquerades as new? and comment in the 
mainstream media. The piece on South 
Africa by Merrett was a very useful anti- 
dote to the standard way that township vi- 


olence is presented in the media, where 
the killing is put across as if it comes from 
inherent character defects in black people 
rather than provocateurs and people 
bribed by the regime. The piece on natural 
childbirth is also excellent: the writer gives 
a Clear picture of a crucial terrain of strug- 
gle where women have organised brilliant' 
ly against entrenched sexisi attitudes. This 
is left journalism at its best 

We think it is important that magazines 
like yours should continually ask whether 
their content is going to inspire and em- 
power its readers or leave 'hem feeling 
confused and helpless. We don't have the 
luxury of being clever for the sake ot it or 
just presenting horrors and making the 
world appear threatening and dangerous. 
We need an analysis which helps us make 
sense of what happcni t md gives us an 
idea of how to organise for meaningful 
change We also need a sense that we are 
part of an international movement which 
is going to create a better world. 

From this perspective the piece on 
e cofeminism by Ruether is seriously 
Hawed. It was particularly surprising to 
read that l: The medical conquest of disease 
. insufficiently matched by birth limitation, 
especially among the poor, has created a 
population explosion that is rapidly outrun- 
ning the food supply r It is vital that we do 
not swallow the right-wing line that we 
need to educate (or coerce) poor people in 
the Third World into having fewer chil- 
dren, Experience has consistently shown 
that eliminating poverty and providing ba- 
sk sanitation and preventive health care 
are the key to lowering the birth rate. The 
problem is capitalism, not science 

As for the article by Lopez-Janes on 
pornography, if we were agents paid by 
the secret police to infiltrate the left and 
sow division and confusion, we couldn't 
have done better There is ndihmg tike a 
working-class person accusing middle- 
class activists of ignoring economic issues 
to paralyse everyone with guilt and mutual 
mistrust. The bland generalities {"'Many 
feminists have refused to deal with the fact 
that the attack on the very idea that 
women, can unite (" A nti-porn feminists ash 
us to . .. set aside the divisions among us. 
and the implication that campaigners 
against pornography failed to support the 
miners { " Should we not haw supported the 
1984-5 strike of mining communities .. — 
it's all perfect stuff for dividing the left, Ar- 
ticles like this are deadly and should be 
left for the Guardian, where stuff like this 
appears all too often. 

On a more positive note, here is a sug- 
gestion. If we had tD name the major 
cause Of misery and the largest brake on 
positive social change in the world today, 
it would be "Structural Adjustment ' pro- 
grammes which have been forced on doz- 
ens and dozens of Third World countries 
by !he IMF and the World Bank in recent 
rimes. Under- these programmes, which 
Chomsky and Agee bolh mention in pass- 
ing in Open Eye, the rich get richer, the 
poor get poorer, and the left gets margin- 
alised. We have recently returned from 
Zimbabwe and could write something for 
you about how the process is crippling ► 
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US 'School of Dictators’ stays open 




P ressure is m nun ting on the US gov- 
ernment to close down the 'School of 
the Americas' (SO A) train- 
ing centre at Fort Berming in 
Georgia — nicknamed 'Escola des 
culpas P , the School of Coups. 

Founded to tram military' person- 
nel from Latin American coun- 
tries in the skills of low-intensity 
conflict, psychological opera- 
tions, counter-insurgency, com- 
mando operations and 
interrogation methods, the 
School — which operated in rela- 
tive obscurity Tor many years — 
has produced some of the most 
brutal human rights abusers and 
dictators in the hemisphere. Of 


last two years of Argentina's 'dirty war',a war Jesuit priests their housekeeper and her 

in which around 10,000 suspected dissidents i teenage causer - -ereen were graduates 

of SOA ~j a. g r re grammes, One of 
the lieutenarii w'-o conducted the 
murder epe-at: ;r. had taken a course 
in command? rp-= rations at the School 
only the prewrur year Two of the 
three officers ::rei :br the assassina- 
tion of Archbishop ?, cmero were SOA 
graduates. The T ruth Commission also 
named officers iwoh/ed in the El Ma- 
aote massacre of hundreds of unarmed 
civilians; ten of the twelve were trained 
at the SOA, Some graduates have 
shown nobler behaviour one object- 
ed to a massacre of civilian sin San Se- 
bastian in 19BB — but was overruled by 
his commanding officer. another grad- 


the 57 r Q0O who have been trained, notable were 'disappeared' and torture was routine. uate, who gave the go-ahead for the opera- 


graduates include Salvadorean right-wing The UN Truth Commission Report on El tion, It is a similar story in other countries. 


death squad leader Roberto D'Aubuisson, 
Manuel Noriega, Haitian police chief 
Joseph-Michel Francois— who helped oust 
elected President Jean -Bertrand Aristide— 
as well as General Gal Leri who oversaw the 


Salvador released in 1993 found that SOA 
graduates also featured prominently in the 
list of perpetrators of atrocities and human 
rights abuses. Of the twenty-seven officers 
cited for involvement in the massacre ot six 


Guatemala, Bolivia, Honduras. Peru.. . Of the 
ten former presidents of the Latin Ameri- 
can countries who were SOA graduates not 
a single one was elected. 

S in ce 1 993 hum an rights traini ng has ► 5 


| 


one Third World country Maybe you could 
find a Development Studies specialist to 
write something giving the broader picture. 
Looting forward to future issues, 

Best wishes. 

<hsna ttashensko and Raphael Sfilhie 

33 ttty hull, frighten. BNZ«H 

Mysterious deaths 

Have you ever read Tony Collins' Open 
Verdict ? In it he chronicles the “mysteri- 
ous deaths" of 25 persons associated with 
Britain's defense industry. The execution 
of Jonathan Moyle has the characteristics 
of several of the cases cited in Open Ver 
diet. In fact, several of the persons were 
employed by Marconi Under Water Sys- 
tems. [See Open Eyel, page 4.] 

I once wrote a precis of Open Verdict 
The thing which struck me as a common 
thread was that als of the persons had em- 
ployment which might have brought them 
into contact with the United States Navy'. 
At! of this is, I can assure you, also related 
to the attempted murder of Mr and Mrs 
Anthony Verney. [Open Eye 2, page 28-29^ 
About two years ago, I had an opportu- 
nity to discuss this matter with Air Mar- 
shal Lord Craig, 1 reminded him that the 
Secretary of Defence Casper Weinberger 
had promised the help of the United States 
in investigating the '‘mysterious deaths'", 
Lord Craig expressed to me his continuing 
concern about those ‘'mysterious deaths’ 1 . 

I was standing at that moment within an 
arm's length of Lord Craig, and I can as- 
sure you that his expressions of concern 
were genuine. 

I do not know who murdered Jonathan 
Moyle, but 1 believe the enclosed tetter 
speaks for itself, 1 hope you will give it the 
widest possible circulation. 1 am certain 
the woman to whom it is addressed would 
appreciate your removing her name if you 
publish it. 


Dear Ms ****** 

We are sorry to report that we are unable to 
proceed further with your interlibrary loan re- 
quest for 'Open Verdict'. 

We were able to find only one location in 
the CtS for this title- the US. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency Library — and they were unable 
to lend. 

Sincerely ***** **** 

Interlibrary loan , **** County Library 

Very truly yours. 

Harlan Girard 

PSBjji iflVaC' PnHnd dpn □ PA 1913 LSIOC LSt 
{Open Alphas obtained a few copies of this unnerving 
book. See page 51 lordela is.j 

New pathogens 

Your magazine contains much of interest. I 
was particularly interested in your article 
on AIDS which neatly summarises (he 
various arguments on the HIV hypothesis, 
and lightly gives credit to Spin magazine, 
which has been almost alone among large 
circulation publications in consistently 
challenging the conventional thinking and 
giving coverage to alternative theories. 
Nevertheless, the fact that there are appar- 
ent AIDS cases without the presence of 
the HIV virus does not prove that HIV 
cannot be fir cause of AIDS, only that it 
cannot be the only cause. Immune defi- 
ciency syndrome (IDS) may possibly be 
Acquired (A) through other means — for 
example, exposure to radiation (which has 
increased for all of us since 1945} is 
known to depress immune system func- 
tioning, while the long-term effects of the 
many man-made industrial and agricultur- 
al chemicals now polluting our environ- 
ment are not known, but they are clearly 
contributing to the continued growth m 
various forms of cancer — perhaps they 
could also be a factor in the spread of 
AIDS? These facta counter Duesberg's 
assertion that psychoaclive drugs are the 


only new pathogens around since the 70s 
- furthermore natural psycho active drugs 
have been used in many societies since 
time immemorial without apparently pro- 
ducing these effects. 

As for AZT. I understand that a recent 
study has overwhelmingly mdicated that 
HIV-positive women taking AZT are less 
likely to pass on the virus to their unborn 
children than women in a control group not 
given AZT. Given previous false claims, 
made by some AIDS researchers from Gal- 
lo downwards, how valid is this finding? I 
hope you will continue to cover new devel- 
opments in AIDS research. Personally 1 
would like to see more research directed 
towards finding out, not how AIDS patients 
get sick, but how long-term HIV carriers 
who do not come down with AIDS stay 
healthy. This is clearly vital to understanding 
the claimed fink between HIV and AIDS, and 
if the link 3 s prove d, to keep other HIV-infect- 
ed people from developing full-blown AIDS. 

Yours faithfully, 

ft.P. 

■Hwg ten-; , 

"Open? Eye” 

Ref; THE CANCER BUSINESS 
Multivitamins are a business TO 0 r Quack 
cures to tempt the desperate are a busi- 
ness TOO 1 'Natural' medicines campaign 
to avoid animal testing [Is] because it will 
reduce [theirl profits NOT because they 
care about animals! We don't need anoth- 
er GURU, just facts. Selling MUMBO- 
JUMBO by the pound is no more 'moral 
than selling armaments' 

Anonymous 

^KLmnrli: Jovlh zrnptMi, 4lt Mar(fe 

! Editorial note: mis Setter was matted to an old aodnass and 
only recerTlIy surfaced. Open Eye 1 included an artiae on 
The Cancer Business’, though it made no mention of ntulDv- 
itar ns, gyms etc. A second anonymous alter from (he same 
source sent tne previous day staled lhal '‘Refigibn is s toffy 
ns>fpecpfehsng (hertefletfon. They ate estshishnenrKdf 


,nnr*p rvr ? t n n c 





< Tim Hepple, Searchlights mole in the far Right 
as well as in Ihe green and anarchist movements, "I 
have fired a lot of weapons & learned a lot about 
street warfare"',. Hepple boasted. Why? 


Searchlight magazine probed 


critics, including Robin Ramsay, editor a] 
lo bster, and researcher Larry O'Hara, who 
writes for the Green Party Anti- Racist and 
Anti-Fascist Network, Lobster and Tribune. 
have become commonplace in the maga- 
zine's pages. Surprisingly. Hepple himself 
admitted in letters Lo Green Anarchist mag 
azine that Gable was running a “vicious smear 

campaign " against 
O'Hara, Scargilt and 
others. He also wrote 
of his concerns that 
something was going 
on with similarities to 
the FBI's undercover 
COINTELPRG opera- 
tions of the 1960s and 
early 70s which secret- 
ly broke up radical 
movements, often 
turning them again -.1 
the activ- 


irsdeed mention ~a wide range of contacts in- 
cluding people m the were! services " as sourc- 
es for stories in Searchlight 
Recently, once more, suspicions have 
been raised by the activities of a BNP activ- 
ist, Tim Hepple. who became a mote for 
Searchlight and wrote At War with Society — 
a study of Britain's far light based on his 


B ack in 3 977 Gerry Gable, now editor 
pi the anti-fascist magazine Search 
light, wrote a series of confidential 
research documents for LWT. One of 
them- — ‘known as the Gable Memoran- 
dum ‘ —smeared prominent leftwingers and 
journalists including Phil Kelly, later to edit 
Tribune, and Duncan Campbell with accu- 
■ if . n , it links to ter 

KGB, hSHIB 


ronsm 

Carlos the Jackal and 

s. ..chi i kf ( m b I e i n u nd - fe ''-Pap!! 

ed it oh With a prom- 

tse lo follow up by |HH 

checking on the names TT f 

he had acquired with ft “ 

“ HBL j 

the British and French 
security services. Rjfl 
somebody in the Ism . 

Ji Foreign Office and 
with the Foreign Af- liHE. 
fairs Research Institute ra 
which has "strong CIA 
links" Duncan Campbell, who co-wrote the 
article "Destabilising the decent people”" 
which made this episode public in i960, is 
not alone in thinking to this day that it is 
dear evidence that Gable traded informa- 
tion with the security services — a charge 
which Gable finally appeared to admit in a 
letter to the New Statesman (22/10/93). 
though adding that criticisms of his actions 
were ' hypo critical ' as “others had certainly 
had dealings with the security sendees 

In 197? MIS had been trying to under- 
mine public support tor ClA-critic Philip 
Agee and a US journalist who were threat- 
ened with expulsion from the UK. The cir- 
culation of propaganda, by Gable, involving 
the KGB and Middle Eastern /Palestinian 
terrorists would scare away the two Ameri- 
cans' liberal supporters like nothing else. 

More recently, in the 1980s, occasional at- 
tacks by Searchlight on direct action -one n- 
M'ed groups without links to fascism, such 
an squatter activists Class War, Meibion 
Glyndwr and animal rights supporters 
fuelled suspicions that Gable still might be 
exchanging information with MI 5 and help- 
ing them to penetrate and damage perceived 
subversives' A sympathetic profile of Ga- 
ble in l he Jewish Chronicle (23/10/B7) did 


i ^ AfojvJ&fcf 0^ < 

fc, tWt & 

Mrffc toei tXa* ftj'j 
tJjA hhotj- 

; (oiWjuMm) 1 , 


\\ h 

tt 

* Lt* 

^ Kki 


RMREViHHMBlH each 

ists were set up and 
smeared* he wrote, ‘'and the groups alt split " 

In a recent publication, At War with the 
Truth. Larry O'Hara detailed further evi- 
dence which could paint to the even more 
chilling conclusion that Hepple may have 

been trying to turn the Green Anarchistic di;\ 
into a hi-tech armed cell — in which he would 
have a central role. Whether on behalf ol a 
hidden, hand in MIS, we may never know 
Constant boasts of his weapons training' 
along with his wish to purchase a radio scan- 
ner for listening to the police and walkie- 
talkies. using money from Gable, show the 
direction things were going before O'Hara 
stepped in with well-timed warnings. TSz- 
ble“. HeppLe boasted Lo Green Anarchist "is 
financing our expansion into the world of high- 
tech communications ? " 

At around the same time, a US group wit h 
similarities to Searchlight the 'Anti-Defa infla- 
tion League of B'nai B'rith’ — a respected 
g rou p fj ght in g an Li - sem i Li sm — w.i s e Jcposcd 
as having become a domestic political spy- 
ing oulf'tl for the FBI, as well as for the South 
African and Israeli governments. Investiga- 
tors discovered that over a period of nearly 
50 years they had engaged in the collection 
For profit of information on many thousands 
Of political groups and individuals includ- 
ing ihe Palestine Solidarity Committee, the 
ANC. the Reverend Martin Luther King 
Jnr. , ACT UP Greenpeace, the American In- 
dian Movement, Earth First! and Noam 
Chomsky, 

All this evidence against Searchlight Can 
be dismissed as circumstantial, and yet even 
more keeps on piling up. Searchlight s cmw 
editon.il in January 1994 argued that inves- 
tigation into nazisin Britain should be hand- 
ed over to MIS, M16 or a special police unit 1 
Gab Ic co nc edes that “ This proposal might as- 
tonish some of our readers' 

Gerry Gable s onty response to concerned 
critics has been to complain that (he ques- 
[ions raised by Larry O'Hara and others will 
damage his magazine s ‘key intelligence role 
as a listening pose on rightwingers, and also 
to constantly label critics as 'nazis and fas- 
cists' or, ironically, as being Ml 5 -linked ► 


personal involvement. A number of actions 
casl doubt on Hop pie's motives: he seemed 
fust as involved with the green and anarchist 
movements as he was with fascists and on 
one occasion offered the magazine Green 
Anarchists list of the home addresses of al- 
leged 'rtazis' which he hoped they would 
publish— at considerable risk to themselves 
Luckily (he magazine was warned, by Larry 
O'Hara, that the contents of this list were 
dubious and that Ms source was a Search 
light mole Later, however, a different radi- 
cal group, the anarchist 'Class War 
Organisation', was sent the same list anon 
ymously, They went ahead and printed it and 
were immediately denounced by Searchlight, 
whoso mole had originally circulated it, for 
publicising a fraudulent list! The group's 
founder Tim Scargill was then accused by 
Gable of being in the violent nazi group 
'Combat IS' despite attacks on his property 
and threats against him i^C-18 Gable also 
accused him of targeting the anarchist book- 
shop Freedom' for an arson attack by C- 
18 These smears recently surfaced a gam in 
the London Evening Standard followi n g Ihe 
major an iLCnminal Justice Bill demonstra- 
tion in October 1994, and in Time Out 
Spurious at lacks on Searchlight s I efrivmg 


been included on the curriculum, but 
with ti die positive effect on the students: “all 
they wanted to do was dash human -rights 
groups" said one trainer Powerful critics do 
exist. Congressman Joseph Kennedy con- 
tinues to put down amendments to dose the 
School of the Americas which, he says, J| eraser 
millions of dollars and identifies us with tyran- 
ny and oppression " Though well-support- 
ed. they have so far failed Activists too have 
kept up the pressure La dose the School by 
fasting on the steps of Capitol Hill. 

Those who know about past US covert po- 
litical interventions to promote US business- 
fnendly democracy', in Nicaragua for 
instance may be interested to hear that the 
decade-old organisation which is used to 
channel! he funds for such operations — the 
National Endowment for Democracy 


(NED) — has recently been joined by a Brit- 
ish version called the "Westminster Founda- 
tion for Democracy - [budget £2.2 million: 
board appointed by the Foreign Secretary). 
" Immensely impressed" , chairman Tory MP 
Sir James Spicer praised the NED as ''the 
embodiment of democratic internationalism '\ 
[$ec Open Eye 2, pages 19-25). 

The NED kept up its sterling work recent- 
ly with policies aimed at marginalising the 
mass -based democratic civic organisations 
which helped bring Aristide to power in 
Haiti NED chose instead to support elite- 
linked think tanks and political groups that 
were the base of support for the 1991 coup 
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Outlawing privacy 


Alastair McKinstry and Matthew M analyse the 
long battle between the global US electronic 
spying network and their target: us 


ode-breaking was vital to the 1345 at- 
I led wa r vj ctory; and C entral to the US / 
NATO Cold War against the Soviet 
Union The Amen can National Security Agen- 
cy (NSA) built up a global spying no work pf 
which (he UK's CCHQ is pari Spying on the 
Russians had a useful "by-product', the abili- 
ty to routinely listen in on all international tel- 
I ^communications The recent introduction of 
digital exchanges has made domestic inter- 
I ception much easier However this important 
source of governmental power may have been 
defeated., by a clever piece of maths. 

In 1991 a software writer, Phil Zimmerman 
using ideas already in commercial use. wrote 
and made available as freeware PGP (Pretty 
Good Privacy) This is a very sophisticated 
piece of encryption software for scrambling 
computer data As Zimmerman write*: 

"Intelligence agencies have access to good 
, cryptographic technology. So do the big arm* 
and drugs smugglers. So do defence contractors, 
oil companies and other corporate giants. Bui 
ordinary people and grass- roots politico? organ- 
isations have not had access to mihtarygmde , 
public key encryption technology.. . until now . " ' 
Public key encryption software like PGP 
uses complex algorithms but is simple lo use 
The software creates two riles 1 a public key 
and a private key. The public key encrypts 
data and the private key decrypts it. You give 
your public key to anyone who wants to send 
a message to you- - that is you make it pub- 
licly available Rul you keep your private 
key — which is the only way in the world of 
decoding the message— to yourself As John 
Perry Bariow of [he Electronic Frontier Foun- 
dation says "You can have my encryption al- 
gorithm when you pry my cold dead fingers from 
my private hey " 

The pnncipal weakness of previous cyphers 
was the need to scrretly exchange the decryp- 
tion code. PGP can only be cracked by 
number-ci unching. and only supercomputers 
can do (his whilst the message is still currenL 
Changing your key every so often is good secu- 
rity against anyone but the most determined 


b-* However, while quest ions about Search- 
lights murky politics and possible hidden 
agenda go unanswered, except by further 
vitriolic and oSen absurd counter-accusa- 
! tions critics can hardly be blamed for rais- 
ing their fears, liven the New Statesman (IS/ 

1 0/93) criticised ^ the hysterical tone of 
Searchlight V responses to O Mara " . 

Tim Hepple himself, despite rounding off 
At War with Society by saying V am oat in : 
the open with nothing to hide " and m do not 
intend to go into hiding ' , has nos appeared 
at any public meetings since to withdraw or 
explain his intriguing allegations against 
Searchlight and his own pulling behaviour. 
O'Hara has had no response to his request 
for an open public debate with Gable and 
Hepple. A pecuEiar offer in Searchlight of 
some (covertly -obtained) "O'Hara (apes’ 
[and letters) — eagerly announced as " the 
perfect stocking filler for Christmas [1 993 j — - 
was a Iso qi i jetty fo rg ott an wi thout th c items 
ever appearing This sudden switch to si- 
lence by Searchlight is deeply unsatisfactory. 


intelligence service 

Supercomputer tune is very expensive and 
ret aside for important diplomatic and mili- 
tary interceptions. It ts thought that The re- 
cent controversial Israeli purchase of 
American supercomputers was because they 
were falling behind in their ability to decipher 
encrypted Arab diplomatic l etc Communica- 
tions. But when it comes to spying on thegen- 
eral population PGP could eiteciively destroy 
a state s ability to routinely intercept our dig- 
ital communications, be it Telephone, fax or 
e-mail If [he public started using rniliiary- 
grade encryption The NSA, GCHQ etc would 
be swamped Phones with high grade encryp- 
tion are already available in some countries, 
and Zimmerman is How working on a PGP- 
phnne' British GSM mobile phones were in- 
troduced with good encryption but it was 
taken off: they were seen as 'not needing it' 
Th e current battle Ibr privn cy us ing e ncryp- 
lion started in 197FI when the NSA banned a 
telephone scrambler Its inventor Carl Nicolai 
wrote. 'They've been bugging people's phones for 
years and now someone comes along wdh a de- 
vice that makes this a hale harxfer to do and they 
oppose t/ns under the guise of national secu rity ~ 
After this publicity The NSA backed down 
They also failed lo prevent a patent on ad- 
vanced cryptographic mathematical tech- 
niques after the University of Wisconsin 
denounced them for interfering with academ- 
ic freedom This led Bobby Ray Inman, [now 
ex-} director of the NS A, to ask for 'bom clas- 
sified' control over all research in any way re- 
lated to cryptography This also failed. 
However the NSA did get cryptographic tech- 
nology onto the US Munitions JJsi They 
classed it as a weapon, effectively preventing 
the export of encryption software The legis- 
lation makes developing cryptographic devic- 
es Fraught with legal difficulties resulting in a 
delay in their development in the US. Zim- 
merman bypassed these controls, however, by 
making his PGR available as freeware on the 
Internet Anyone can access the Net and 'im- 
port' PGP and the NSA can do nothing about 
it As a result PGP has become a standard for 
encryption world wide Everyone from Am- 
nesty International to anarchists use it 
In an attempt to stop public key encryp- 
tion the NSA pushed for the introduction of a 
law that would ban any encryption they could 
not read However their 199 1 Anti-Crime Bill 
danse failed and that very year PGP appeared 
from Zimmerman'* Colorado bungalow and 
quickly spread across the globe 
In 1994 The NSA fought to introduce the 
'Clippe r/ Skipja ck C h ip 3 , en crypti on hard ware 
for phones and modems However, although 
encrypted, these communications can b <■ de- 
ciphered using a set of skeleton keys held by 
third parties who would release them after, 
say, the FBI had secured the proper authori- 
ty Savaged in Congress, the Clipper is not 
mandatory but over 10,000 have already been 
purchased by the government and the NS A is 
aggressively marketing Clipper to private in- 
dustry. David Banmsar of Computer Profes- 
sionals for Social Responsibility suggested of 
the Clipper 7t's like trying to order people to 
use only resealable envelopes for correspondence, 
so that no communication can ever be private 
again. " Opposition to the C tipper came from 




Jlfiti- Clipper Chip log* 

an alliance of libertarian Internet users called 
Cypherpunks, and big businesses who feared 
that they would lose foreign markets if Ihey 
sold phones that the US Government could 
tap at will Clearly, sophisticated criminals 
would use more difficult to obtain, but quite 
legal, non- Clipper hardware whilst everyone 
else s phones could be tapped 

In September 1993 two companies that sell 
PGR Viacrypt and Austin Code Works, were 
issued with subpoenas by US customs offic- 
ers charging them with breaking the US In- 
ternational Traffic in Arms regulations 
Zimmermans attorney, Phil Dubois, told us 
(November, 1994) that no one has beer in- 
dicted but I he invesh Ration is ongoing and 
Zimmerman himscK could face A years in jail. 

The American campaign has led to nlhcr 
countries attempting to nip the problem in the 
hud. France has banned PGP and there arc 
rumours (hat (his may happen in other Euro- 
pean countries 

Whilst these techniques could make 
phone/computer tapping obsolete, it shifts 
the burden of spying and, ultimately, control- 
ling us onto security services tike Ml 5 who 
concentrate nn using human agents to gath 
er information William Safire in bis regular 
blew York Times column draws at rent ion to 
Lhc probability of a frightening increase in 
security services' use of agents and Ebe 'proac- 
tive' style this encourages 

' The new Ultra secret is that the paradigm 
has shifted encryption has overcome decryption 
Pillions now spent on passive technical surveil- 
lance must be shifted to active means of learn- 
ing criminal or aggressive plans , Human 
informers must he recruited or placed as s.gint ' 
declines and "hummt “ rises in the new era. psy- 
chic as well as monetary rewards for ratting must 
he raised governments must collude close.- to 
trace Iran firs of wealth Cash in your clipper 
chips, wiretappers 1 you can 't detect the crime 
wave of the future wi th those old earphones 
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Icke and the Nazis 

Open Eye uncovers an astonishing anti-semitic and nazi propaganda network 


a comically simplistic document of 'Addi- 
1 ion ill Protocols” with laughable 'details' of 


D avid Ickes colourful odyssey 
1 Through the Mew Age recently took 
,i sinister turn. His latest book, The 
Robots 'Rebelt ion. lends enthusiastic support 
l o The Protocols of the Learned Elders of, Zion, 
;i nolo i ions early 20 Eli century tract stilt used 
by anti -Semites lo 'prove' there is a secrci 
Jewish conspiracy seeking world domina- 
tion Successful Jewish people have long had 
to suiter the anti-semitism of the British Es- 
tabl ishmen t ,i mi -elitist' leke js now gjvtrtg ere ■ 
Sen c e to I he the one s of The very EstabLi shmen t 
ne supposedly urges us to rebel against 
Icke'S fasih in the authenticity of the Pro- 
tocols* wicked plan for an elite-controlled 
Mew World Order puts him. whatever his ob- 
jections, firmly in the same camp as other 
believers, including Hitler and many British 
nazis. Copies travelled in the knapsacks of 
the Wallen -SS, When pressed by Open Eye 
to justify these unsavoury beliefs. Icke re- 
pealed his now olLen-made assertion (hat 
he is not anti-semitic ('This is not, repeat 
MOT, an all Jewish plot") but reiterated Ms 
support for the Protocols. " Just because Hit- 
ler used kno wledge for negative reasons doesn t 
reflect On the knowledge itself " he explained, 
an d aft er all " Hitler and the nazis were brought 
to power by the very Brotherhood plan which 
the Protocols so powerfully predicted and 
which The Robots Rebellion so powerfully 
exposes \ Anyway. Jcke enthused ' almost eve- 
ryth my they (the Prciocols/.ftrrjT' would hap- 
pen has happened or is happening in this 
century The Protocols have become mani- 
fest Look around you " 

1 eke brushed aside our question of wheth- 
er he had read Warrant for Genocide — Norman 
Cohns expose of the Protocols as forgeries, 
and I heir rc >Ii j in justifying the holocaust "it's 
easy to claim anything " he retorted : " I have seen 
no evidence to persuade me [that they are forger- 
ies/" He ignored our suggestion to contact 
Lobster editor Robin Ramsay— a conspiracy 
expert— who we naively hoped might be al- 
lowed a chance to criticise joke's farright/anti- 
semitic sources He added (hat he had only 
come across the Pnptoeolsviben his book was 
virtually completed" but he will not divulge 
how he found — or was given?“a copy and will 
not tel I enq uirers where it is availah ie H is pu b- 
lishm say "he s getting a bt of information Jed 
to him which he s anxious to pass on " . 
Rainbow Ark 

Where might he have found the Protocols' ? 
A n obviou s can di date is the New Age/ green 
magazine Rainbow Ark^ which has run many 
dubious articles, one included a list of alleg- 
edly power-hungry "apostate Jewish bank- 
ers” and described how “corruption and 
harm fulness'' has been "incarnated' in some 
Jews ThLS "false Zionism" has taught a "self- 
ish deemne which canes little for the "gross 
ha ^m that may be wreaked upon others by war- 
fare . hurmtng policies and economic practices 
which are enormously damaging to very 
many" The so-called "Jewish conspiracy' is 
a topic of usually furtive, conversation at 
Rainbow Ark meetings, and one nazi attend- 
ee often stands up to denounce 'the Jews’, 
if given ;i chance. The editor gave Open Rye 


ihe plan s "Secret Zionism" has for “the guy ■ 
im" Ickes not yet ready for this, he said 
Rainbow Ark organised a public meet- 
ing with Donald Martin — a far right anti-sc- 
mitic propagandist who owns Bloomfield 
Hooks — which was picketed by anti-nazi 
protesters Marlin has written, in. the BNF s 
magazine Spearhead as well as pseudony- 
mous I y for Rainbow Ark He es close to Lady 
Jane Bird wood who has been arrested on a 
number of occasions for distributing race hate 
literature The magazine also espouses Ihe 
economic ideas of nghtwmg theoretician C H 
Douglas whose works are pushed hy Martin 
Until recently the Rainbow Ark ednors 
lived in The Victoria flat of Mary Stanton 
Stanton is a well-known fascist propagan 
dial and in end of both Martin and Lady Bird- 
wood. She is repeatedly (hanked in the pages 
of Rainbow Ark for her support, including 
at least one donation of “£250 and over The 
first Rainbow Ark even includes an advetl 
seeking volunteers for Stanton's "Free Soci- 
ety lo save the Planet'. Her flat has been 
used by numerous rightw fog groups, attract- 
ing Special Branch's attention It was once 
used as The National Front's press office 
Though Rainbow Ant also helped organise 
a lecture by Icke at the Glastonbury Festival 
and ihe magazine contains a fair amount of 
his maieoal. Icke played down these links, as- 
suring us they had given him “HO information 
whatsoever " for The Robots' Rebellion, 

Nhuj 

Another possible source is the Australian- 
based conspiracy magazine Nexus, It recent- 
ly entered the British market, hoping to add 
to its 45 ,000+ circulation. Icke lends Afexushls 
enthusiastic endorsement, they reciprocate 
Nexus new British agent, who like Rain- 
bow Ark's editor was at leke's book launch, 
un scl Icon scio us ly provid ed further s hocki ng 
details of a growing anti-semiLic propagan- 
da network- Sitting in their UK office he ea- 
gerly displayed his copy of the Protocols— a 
personal favourite— and outlined his own re- 
visionist view of the Holocaust, speaking ad- 
miringly of David Irving. There were no gas 
chambers a I Auschwitz, he said. He had al- 
ready sold one batch of a book which re- 
pnnls the Protocols and was bringing more 
copies over from America. A friend in Bright- 
on — who runs Millennium Books — was also 
selling a self-published reprint of Lord 
Sydenham's 1920 copy of the Protocols 
Nexus' UK representative then handed us 
his favourite books, all had rightwing pub- 
lishers such as the John Birch Society. On 
i opening the covers we discovered their 
source the far right Bloomfield Books He 
praised Its ow ner, Donald Martin. 

He began to describe the “global conspir- 
acy" and we were horrified to hear that he 
is helping David icke with a chapter in his 
next book which calls into question the facts 
of the Holocaust. This is exactly what nazis 
worldwide are seeking to do in order to re- 
move the major historical obstacle to their 
worldwide rehabilitation as a poll tea! movc- 



mciiit, with unimaginable consequences 
Asked about leke's sources his publisher re- 
plied: "/ suppose he'd be a bit cagey about 
who he'd release that to. from the content that 
he s been letting us see " Publication is delayed 
as they find Ms manuscript unacceptable. 

The firm link between Icke's thinking and 
that of US rightwingers and anti-Semites 
{Lyndon LaRouche, Spotlight. William Coop- 
er et at ) makes his role as a mes&iah for the 
Mew Age movement a major worry. !ckc is 
very influential: The Robots' Rebellion sol d 
oul in just six weeks Leading New Ager Sir 
George Trevelyan commented: “Here /s the 
man I have been waiting for, for ages " . Icke 
(old us that '* over the last few weeks" his "ba- 
sic themes . . have been broadcast to millions 
of people" He is now setting up The David 
Icke Network' to help guide his flock, a Hock 
very possibly nurtured on the sinister New 
Age/Theosophist myth of Atlantis which 
depicts that legendary place as a kind of all- 
purpose pure and spiritual proto- Aryan par- 
adise. tragically lost forever as a result of 
‘racial miscegenation', Icke's lectures are 
promoted by a secretive and ambitious New 
Age group called the Earth Foundation 
Other dubious groups are also active on 
the green fringes. The Movement lor Mid- 
dle England — who suggest the goal of " Nor- 
mans out by 2066” — for instance, and (he 
nghlwing group Perspectives/ Trartseuropa in 
particular involve numerous euro-natlonal- 
nsts of racist pedigree. Alternative Green is 
the only magazine to have responded fa- 
vourably to these overtures from the Right. 
The 1 4th Regionally Seminar in March 1 994 
likewise attracted the involvement of at least 
one prominentex-nazi, Tronseurupa'n Rich- 
ard Lawson, along with a Wessex Regional- 
ist L a bioregtonali&t and others. With these 
events in mind it is worth repeating Larry 
O'Hara's timely warning quoted in David 
Black's recenl Greenline article about Icke 1 
fascists may be attempting to “resituefe re 
I define and repackage hdr Right politics in a 
form more likely to succeed than conventional 
ttaxism and art thus a greater threat in the long 
term, These people are thinking strategically '. ' 




The Free 
Market Myth 

With the Cold War forgotten, "flexible, free 
markets' and 'human rights' are the eagerly 
sought policy objectives for politicians both left and 
right. Noam Chomsky as ks what exactly these goals 
mean in the real world, and who in fact benefits 


here s a conventional doctrine 
About the era weYe entering and 
the promise that it's supposed ro 
afford. In brief, the story is that 
ibe ^nori guys won the Cold War shool-out 
and they're firmly in the saddle. There may 
be some rough terrain ahead, but nothing 
that they can't handle They ride off into the 
sunset leading the way to a bright future, 
based on die ttieaJs that they've always cher- 
ished democracy and free markets and hu- 
man rights. 

] don't want to suggest that the truth nev- 
er comes into it. it does, bui in intriguing 
ways A couple of interest] tig studies by a 
Reaganite insider. Thomas 
Carruthers— who worked 
at the State Department on 
wlnu they called 'democra- 
cy enhancement pro- 
grammes' — describe the 
effort to bring democracy 
I o l_al in America as sincere 
hUT a failure. In fact a highly systematic fail- 
ure— he says where US influence was least, 

I ike in the Southern Cone, that n where you 
lou rid the most progress towards democra- 
cy He points out rhal the Rea ga nil os stren- 
uously opposed rhaf progress, but then took 
l re dil for it after it took placi- On the other 
hand, closer to home where the US had 
m ore ! n ( lu e n ce. there were " limited 'cut-down 
’ rrms of democracy that did fiat etsk upsetting 
the traditional structures af power with which 
'he US has long been allied It maintained the 
baste order of quite undemocratic societies ■ 
avoiding populist-based change that might 
upset the established economic and political 
order, and open a leftist direction." 

You can call this systematic behaviour — 
totally independent of the Cold War— a fail- 
ure. but only under the kinds of assumptions 
that would lead you. for example, to describe 
Russia's efforts to achieve freedom in East- 
ern Europe a failure Furthermore the very 
same conception of democracy holds at 
home loo, although we're not supposed to 
see those truisms. 

In the real world, however, human lights, 
democracy and free markets arc dll under 
Serious attack in many countries, including 
the leading industrial societies. Power is in- 
creasingly concentrated in unaccountable 
institutions, and the rich and the powerful 


are no more willing to submit themselves 
to market discipline or popular pressures 
than they ever have been in the past I et's 
begin with human rights, because it’s the 
easiest place io start: they're actually codi- 
fied in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, passed unanimously by the United 
Marions General Assembly in December 
1948. In the United States, there's a good 
deal of very impressive rhetoric about how 
we stand for the principle of Che universali- 
ty of the Universal Declaration, and how we 
defend the principle agamst backward. Third 
World peoples who plead cultural relativism. 
All this reached a crescendo about a yeat 

ago, at the Vienna 
Conference. Hui the 
rhetoric is rarely be- 
smirched by any refer- 
ence to what the 
Universal Declaration 
actually says Article 
25. for example, stales 
" F ver yane has the right to a Standard of h i 'ing 
adequate for the health and well-being of him- 
self and h/s family, including food, clothing 
housing and medical care and necessary so 
cial services, and the right to security in the 
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of liveli- 
hood How are these principle? upheld in I 
the richest country in the world, with abso- ' 
liitely un paralleled advantages and no ex- 
cuses for noi completely satisfying them 7 
The US has the worst record on poverty in 
the industrialised world — a poverty level 
which is twice as high as England, which has 
the second worst record in the industrial 
world, Tens of millions of people are hun- 
gry every night, including millions of chil- 
dren who arc suffering from Third World 
levels of disease and malnutrition In Mew 
York City, the richest city in the world. 40 
percent of children live below the poverty 
line, meaning essentially below subsistence 
level, deprived of minimal conditions that 
offer some hope (or escape from misery and 
destitution and violence. In fact, given its 
enormous advantages and wealth, the only 
logical conclusion that can be drawn from 
its practice is that the United States is in the 
leading ranks of the opposition to the uni- ' 
vers a lily of the Universal Declaration 
Let's turn to Article 23. It states' "Every 



"The story is that the good 
guys won the Cold War 
shoot-out and they're 
firmly in the saddle" 


one has the right to work, to just and favoura- 
ble conditions of work, and to protection 
against unemployment, with remuneration en- 
suring for himself and his family an existence 
worthy of human dignity, supplemented if nec- 
essary by other means of social protection ." 
Fi i rthc r m ore. ' ' everyone has the right to form 
and join trade unions, fo r protection of his in- 
terests' In the US — technically—everyone 
has the right to join a trade union But the 
reality is quite different I here ‘s a complex 
structure of laws and administrative ar- 
rangements shat have been pul in place 
Since the late 1940s in -in effort So beat back 
the horrifying developments of the lale 
1 930s. when American workers finally gut 
the rights that had been won in most of Eu- 
rope half a century eai her. Unions have de- 
clined radically. In 1992, the International 
Labour Organisation, which rarely has an 
unkind word for its paymasters, called on 
the US to conform to international labour 
standards on "permanent replacement 
workers* which are violated only by the 
United States and Sonrh Africa in the Indus 
Inal world. "Permanent replacement work- 
ers", otherwise known as scabs, are those 
brought in to replace sacked unionised 
workers to break strikes; international labour 
Ifiw condemns the practice, but it is con- 
doned and is standard practice in the Unit- 
ed States. The Caterpillar Corporation was 
recently able to break a strike of the most 
powerful remaining union, the United Auto 
Workers, simply by threatening to hire 
sinke-breakers. There's an article in Business 
Week this week, which describes some of the 
consequences of the American state's vi- 
cious anti- labour activities. Illegal Hirings for 
union organising are up sixfold, it reckons, 
in the past 25 years. In particular, thousands 
of organisers have brerv i tie gaily fired since 
the Reagan ite takeover and they have no re- 
course According to the US Labor Depart- 
ments the destruction of the unions has been 
the main factor in the decline of real wages 
which has continued since the Reagan era. 
Health and safety standards in the work 
place have sharply deter mr. tied. There are 
laws, but they’re simply not enforced, so the 
number of industrial accidents has risen 
sharply in the past ten years Then there is 
the effect of the d & -h n e of un i ons on dem oc- 
racy — the unions arc one of the few means 
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by which ordinary people can enter the po- 
litical arena Finally there is also a kind of 
psychological effect The destruction of ihe 
unions p-urt ol a much more general edort 
lo priv si i n- aspirations, loeliminale solidar- 
ity and sympathy, the sense thai were all in 
it I ogelher, lhal we care for one another The 
c u It hi i' of working cl ass s ol idarity has been 
undermined by decades of intensive propa- 
ganda dedicated to eliminating human feel- 
ings in favour ot greed and the pursuit of 
manufactured wants;. 

] can't leave the matter of human rights 
without mentioning the issue of sanctions 
' Yd k< i In do n esu i a i mi i tl r y wi th a horren d ous 
human rights record at home and in its near 
gen o ci da I aggression Well there are no 
sanctions Thais a little misleading On the 
contrary, there‘s eager participation in crim- 
inal alro cities It's notably Britain that has 
replaced the US as (he leading participant 
Public pressure in the US forced il lo fall be- 
hind and England happily moved to ihe 
front, to sec how much money it could make 
by participating in slaughtering people and 
so on. in old-fashioned English style. So. no 
sanctions, laihcr participation. But some- 
i nnes Indonesia actually does something 
that calls lor punishment. 3n 1993 for exam- 
ple, the I Id countries of the Non-Aligned 
Movement proposed the UN Resolution 
which reguested the World Court for an 
Opinion Oh whether the use of nuclear weap- 
ons is permitted under International Law. 
As the head of the Non-Aligned Movement 
Ibr that year. Indonesia was to submit the 
resolution In ihe face of this atrocity the 
guardians of internal ion a! morality leaped 
into action The US. Britain and France 
threatened Indonesia with trade sanctions 
and termination of aid unless it: withdrew the 
resolution, as it indeed did — meanwhile con- 
tinuing normal terror and oppression with 
the enthusiastic support of the same pow- 
ers, all accompanied by the usual silence of 
respectable opinion. This tells you pretty 
much what human rights are: an instrument 
io beat people over the head with One of 
the tasks of respectable intellectuals is to 
keep these truisms hidden, so that people 




have absolutely nothing to do with it. and ol 
course by the taxpayers in the wealthy 
countries, because the debts are socialised. 
That's under the system of socialism for the 
rich thai we call free enterprise: nobody 
expects th e banks to have to pay for the bad 
loans, that's your job and my job, Meanwhile, 
the World Health Organisation estimates 
that 1 1 million children die every year from 
easily treatable diseases. WHO's head calls 


percent lower than Italy's. The Wall Street 
itW called this turnaround H a welcome 
development of transcendent Importance ", 11 
is usually claimed that these welcomed 
developments just result from market forces, 
like laws of nature, and the usual factors arc 
identified such as international trade and 
automation. To put it kindly, that's a bit 
misleading, neither trade nor automation 
have much to do with market forces Take, 


it a silent genocide: it 

could be stuped fot "The culture of working dais solidarity has been 
unesco estimates that undermined by decades of intensive propaganda 
T “ '-economic dedicated to eliminating human feelings in favour 
reform" in Rusna has 0 | greed and pursuit of manufactured wonts" 

been some 500.000 * r 

excess deaths a year since 1989 There are 
comparable figures for elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe. In the US P of course, there is 


currently a recovery. But it's remarkably 
sluggish, with less than a Lhird of Ihe job 
growth of the previous six recoveries. 
Furthermore, of the jobs that are being 
created, an enormous proportion- — more 
than a quarter in 1992 — are temporary jobs 
and moat are not in the productive part of 


the economy. Economists 

"The destruction of the unions is port of on welcome this vast increase in 

effort to privatise aspirations, to eliminate 

solidarity and sympathy, the sense that we're of labour markets " . No matter 

all in it together, that we core for one another" X* youdon “ 

know if you're going to have 


wont see them It's pretty hard because 
i hey 're glaringly obvious. 

Let's go back to Article 23 again: * everyone 
has a right to work under Just and favourable 
conditions" The ILO has just published a 
report estimating the level of global 
unemployment — understood to mean the 
position of not having enough work for 
subsistence— in January 1994 at about 3G 
percent That, it says accurately. Is a crisis 
worse than that m the 1930s. It is^ moreover, 
just one part of a general worldwide human 
rights catastrophe UNESCO estimates that 
about 500.000 children die every year from 
debt repayment alone. Debt repayment 
means that commercial banks made bad 
loans to their favourite dictators, and those 
loans nre now being paid by the poor, who 


work Ihe next morning — it’s goad for profits 
not people, which means that it's good for 
the economy in the technical sense. Another 
aspect of the recovery is that people are 
working longer for less money. The 
workload is continuing to increase, while 
wages are continuing to decline— which is 
: unprecedented for a recovery. US wages— 
as measured by labour costs per unit 
output — are now the lowest in the industrial 
world, except for Britain In 1991 the US 
even went below England, although England 
caught Up and regained first place in the 
competition to crush poor and working 
peopl e Having been the highest in the world 
in 1985 fas one might expect in the world's 
I richest country), US labour costs are today 
j 60 percent lower than Germany’s and 20 


say, trade One well-known fact about i rad e 
is that it's highly subsidised with huge 
mar ke t -disror t in g fac tor s, wh ich \ don ' t th i nk 
anybody's ever tiled to measure. The most 
obvious Is that every form of transport is 
highly subsidised, whether it's maritime, 
aeronautical, or roads or rail, Since trade 
naturally requires transport, the costs of 
transport enter into the calculation of the 
efficiency of trade. But there are huge 
subsidies to reduce the costs of transport, 
through manipulation of energy costs and 
all sorts of market-distorting fashions U 
anybody wanted to measure this it would 
be quite a job. Take the US Pentagon — a 
huge affair — a very substantial part of the 
Pc n I a gun is intervention forces directed at 
the Middle East, across the whole panoply 
of intimidation devices to make sure nobody 
gets in the way if the US tries to intervene. 
And a large part of the purpose of that is lo 
keep oil prices within a certain range. Not 
toe) low, because the US and British oil 
companies have to make plenty of profit, and 
these countries also have to earn profits 
which they can then send back to their 
masters in London and New York So. not 
too low But also not too high, because you 
want to keep trade efficient. I'm not even 
mentioning so-called externalities, like 
pollution and so on. If the real costs of trade 
were calculated, the apparent efficiency of 
trade would certainly drop substantially. 
Nobody knows how much, 

Furthermore, what's called trade isn't 
trade in any serious sense of the term Much 
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of wtwifs called trade is n 
jusl internal transac- 
tions, inside a big corpo- 
ration More than half of 
US exports to Mexico 
don T even enter the 
Mexican market. 

They're just transferred by one branch of 
General Motors to another branch, because 
you can get much cheaper labour if you hap 
pen to cross a border and you don I have to 
worry about pollution and tlial sort of thing 
Bui that’s not trade m any sensible sense of 
the term, anymore than if yon move a can 
of beans from one shelf to anolherof a gro- 
cery store. It jiusi happens to cross an inter- 
national border, but it s not trade. In fact, by 
now it's estimated that about 40%. of what's 
called world trade is internal to corpora- 
tions That means centrally-managed tran* 
actions run by a very visible hand with major 


Take one case— 
Containerisation — 
which is one factor 
that certainly in- 
creases trade effi- 
ciency, It was 
developed by the 
US Navy — that IS. by the state sector in the 
i economy — masking market distortions 
again In general, invocation of uarkel forc- 
es. as if they were la ws ot nature, has a large 
element of fraud associated wiihil. It's a kind 
Of ideological warfare, for rather transpar- 
ent class interests —going all the way back 
to the origins of the industrial revolution In 
the posi Second World War period, this in- 
cludes just about everything, electronics, 

' computers, biotechnology and pharmaceu- 
ticals for instance It was all initiated and 
maintained by enormous state subsidies and 
intervention — uiberwise it would not exist 


tlie economy is working just fine 
for some people, and rfiey happen 
to be the ones who write the 
articles, and give the speeches" 


market distortions of all kinds, sometimes 
called a system of corporate mercantilism, 
which is fairly accurate. GATT and NAFTA 
rusl increase these tendencies, hence harm 
mg markets in incalculable ways And ii we 
proceed, we find that the alleged efficien- 
cies of trade are to a large extent an idea 
logical construction They don’t have any 
substantive meaning. With automation, for 
jnsta nee, there's no doubt that h puts peo- 
ple out of work But the fact of t he matter is 
th*£ automation is so inefficient that it had 
to oc developed in the state sector for dec- 
ades — meaning the US military system. And 
the kind of automation that was developed 
in the state sector — at huge public cost and 
enormous market distortion — was a very ' 
special kmd It was designed m order to de- 
skill workers and to enhance managerial 
power, This has nothi ng to do with econ omi c , 
efficiency, it’s to do with power relations, 
which goes way back in the industrial revo- 
lution 

There were and are alternatives as there 
always have been. There have been a 
number of academic and management- af- 
firmed studies which have shown over and 
over that automation is introduced by man- 
agers, even when it increase:- costs — when 
it's inefficient — -just for power reasons. 


Computers, for example — in the 1950s, be- 
fore they were marketable — were virtually 
100% supported by the taxpayer About 85% 
or all electronics was state -supported in ihe 
1 he idea is that the public is supposed 
to pay the cost ]f anything comes out of it, 
yon hand it over to the corporations It's 
called free enterprise 
All of this quite sharply increased under 
the Reagan administration The state share 
of GNP rose to new heights in the first cou- 
ple of years of the Reagan administration 
And they were proud of it To the public they 
had all kinds of free market talk, but when 
they were talking to the business comm uni l 
ty. they talked differently. So James Baker, 
when he was Secretary of the T reasury, an- 
nounced with great pride to a business con- 
vention, that the Reagan administration had 
offered more protection to US manufactur- 
ers than any of the preceding post-war ad- 
ministrations. which was true, but he wan 
being loo modest, tt actually offered more 
protection than all of them combined. One 
of the reasons why Clinton had unusual cor- 
porate support for a Democrat is that he 
planned to go even beyond (hat level of 
market distortion and market interference, 
for the benefit of domestic-based capital. His 
Secretary of Treasury, Lloyd Bentsen, was 
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quoted recently in the Wall Street Journal as 
saying. / m fired of this level playing field 
bittiness. D r wan: to ti/r the playing field m 
favour of US indust r v " M can wh i k\ there's a 
tot of very passionate rhetoric about free 
markets b il of course that's free markets 
for the poor al home and abroad, 

Returning to the international economy, 
the fact is that people's lives are being de- 
stroyed on an enormous scale through un- 
employment alone Meanwhile, everywhere 
you turn you Find work that these people 
would be delighted to do if they had a 
chance. Work thru would be highly benefi- 
cial both lor them and their communities 
But here you have to be a little careful It 
would be beneficial to people, bur it would 1 
be harm fill 1 lo the economy, in the technical 
sense. And that's a very important distinc- 
tion lo le.trn. Ail of this is a br ief way of say- 1 
mg that ihe economic system is a 
! catastrophic failure. There's a huge amount I 
of needed work. There's an enormous 
number of idle hands of suffering people, but 
(he economic system is simply incapable of 
bringing (hem together Now of course this 
catastrophic failure is hai led as a gi and suc- 
cess. And indeed it is. Ibr a narrow sector of 
privileged, profits are sky rocketing Not as 
fast as misery and despair The economy is 
working iu si fine for some people and they 
happen to be the ones who write the arti- 
cles, arid give the speeches, so it all sounds 
great in the intellectual culture, in the me- 
dia. and sq on There’s an analogous situs 
tion in the Third World smaller but 
structurally similar. 

Looking at these major tendencie 1 espe- 
cially in the past 20 years, one Crucial 
event — maybe one of the mosl important 1 
developments in the last years — was Rich- 
ard Nixon's demolition of the Bretlon Woods 
system in the early 1970s That was the post- 
war system for regulating intern at ton a I cur- 
rencies. with the US serving, in effect, as a 
kind of in ternational banker. He dismantled 
that. One of the advantages of being the 
Mafia don is that if you don't like the rules 
by which the world works, you change the 
rules, and nobody has anything to say about 
it. So Rrcfton Woods was dismantled, with 
a lot of consequences One effect Of the de- 
regulation of currencies was a huge increase 
of capital and financial markets. The World 
Bank, a couple of months ago. estimated it 
at about U trillion dollars, which totally 
swamps government. And the amount of 
capital thai s being transferred dally is .in- 
creasing. It's probably now about :i trillion 
dollars a day — again swamping govern- 
ment In addition to a huge increase in the 
amount ol unregulated capital, there's also 
a very radical change in its Composition. 
John Ea swell, an economist at Cambridge, 
and a specialist on finance, pointed cut re- 
cently that in I97Q — before Nixon disman- 1 
tied the system — about 90% or the capital 
used in financial transactions, internation- 
ally, was for long-term investment trade and 
about 10% for speculation. Now (here's a 
vastly greater amount, and figures have re- 
versed. It's M% for speculation, and, about 
10% for investment and trade. EatwelE sug- 
gested that that may be a big factor in the 
considerable decline in growth rates since 
this happened in 1970 . 
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Thai's supported by a study that just 
came out from a private group headed 
by Paul Faulkner — former head of the 
Federal Reserve Board — published in 
the Wall Street Journal, which estimat- 
ed that about half the decline in growth 
rates is just due to the speculative cap- 
ital. This speculative capital, which is 
huge in quantity, has a deflationary im- 
pact. Bond holders want money to be 
stable, they don ' t wan t growth You just 
saw that in the United States: very slug- 
gish growth which terminated because 
there was a fear that maybe, ultimate- 
ly it would lead to slight inflation, al- 
though there was no sign of it. so 
therefore it ended growth. 

This is the richest country in the 
world and it can't carry out even min- 
imal economic planning because of the 
impact of speculative, unregulated cap- 
ital For, say, a Third World country the 
situation is hopeless. There's no such 
thing as economic planning and indeed 
the new GATT agreements are de- 
signed to undercut those possibilities 
even more, by extending the so-called 
liberalisation, and what they call serv- 
ices, meaning that big western banks— the 
Japanese, British and American Banks— can 
displace the banks in smaller countries, elim- 
inating any possibility of domestic national 
planning. The one consequence of this dis- 
mantling of the Bret ton Woods system has 
been a pressure to move the worid to a kind 
of Third World character. A typical Third 
World country is sharply two-tiered; a very 
small sector of extreme wealth and privilege, 
and a huge mass of utterly miserable peo- 
ple. That pattern is now being internation- 
alised. It's extending over the whole world, 
with the United States and Britain in the 
lead, 

The accelerating shift from a national to 
a global economy has the effect of increas- 
ing polarisation across countries, between 
rich and poor countries. But also, even more 
sharply, within the countries. It also has the 
effect of undermining functioning democ- 
racy, the mechanisms are pretty obvious, 
We're moving to a situation in which capital 
ss highly mobile, and labour is immobile, and 
becoming more immobile That has imme- 
diate consequences. One is that it means 
that it's possible — -very easily — to shift pro- 
duction to low wage, high repression areas, 
with low environmental standards. It also 
makes it very easy to play off one immo- 
bile, national labour force against another, 
During the NAFTA debate in the United 
States, for example, the media had it very 
carefully focused on the safe and meaning- 
less question of jobfiow. That's safe, because 
.nobody has the foggiest idea of what the ef- 
fect on jobfiow will bo The economic mod- 
els tell you nothing. On the other hand, there 
was another point that just about everybody 
agreed on, across the board: that the effect 
of NAFTA would be to lower wages in the 
United States for what are called unskilled 
workers, which is a technical; term that 
means about 70 or 75% of the workforce. 
It's suspected to have the same effect in 
Canada, and very likely the same effect in 
Mexico for other reasons. In fact, to lower 
wages you don't have to move manufactur- 
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Are Dispensable, says US 
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ing, you just have to be able to threaten to 
do it. The threat alone is enough to lower 
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Parliamentary institutions are 
considered dangerous because 
they might fall-at least partially- 
under the influence of the rabble 
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wages and increase temporary employment, 
and all these other ‘'welcome developments 
of transcendent importance " . The same thing 
is going on in Europe as well see. 

In these ways alone, the capital mobility, 
and labour immobility increase polarisa- 
tion— globally — in obvious ways. It's worth 
noting that these properties — immobile la- 
boor and mobile capital — are exactly the op- 
posite of classical economics, of the 
assumption on which all the pretty theorems 
about comparative advantage and so on, are 
based. In the days of Ricardo, that Was not 
an unreasonable assumption- — -labour was 
very mobile, because it exterminated the 
native populations. You could just send la- 
bour abroad. So labour was indeed highly 
mobile, and capital was immobile. You could 
prove the theorems. The whole framework 
is still accepted, although it now has no re- 
lation to reality These things really have to 
be rethought 

Consider the matter of democratisalion. 
Power is shifting into the hands of huge tran- 
snational corporations. Thai means away 
from parliamentary institutions. Further- 
more, there's a structure of governance 
that's coalescing around these transnation- 
al corporations. "This is not unlike the de- 
velopments of the last couple of hundred 
years, when national stales more or Less co- 
alesced around growing national economies. 
Now you've got a transnational economy, 
you're getting a transnational state, not sur- 
prisingly. The Financial Times, a couple of 
years ago, described this as a do facto world 
government, including the World Bank and 
the IMF, and GATT, now the World Trade 
Organisation, the G7 Executive, and so on. 



That has the very useful property 
Lhat it removes power from parlia- 
mentary institutions, which are con- 
sidered dangerous, naturally, 
because they might fall — a t least par- 
tS ally — under the influence of the 
rabble. It's important to keep the 
technocrats insulated — that's World 
Rank lingo; you want to make sure 
you have technocratic insulation. 
The Economist magazine describes 
how it's important to keep policy in- 
sulated from politics. If the policy is 
insulated Erom politics, you can have 
democratic forms, certain that 
they're not going to harm anything. 
Meanwhile, the insulated techno- 
crats can work for the health of the 
economy, in the technical sense of 
that term, meaning low growth, low 
wage, high profit and internationali- 
sation of the Third World model. 

Power is drifting not only to cor- 
porators but into the structures 
around them — all of them complete- 
ly totalitarian, absolutely — com- 
pletely unaccountable. The 
corporation itself has got a stricter 


hierarchy than exists in any human institu- 
tion. Thar's a sure form of totalitarian Lsm and 
unac countability— the economic equivalent 
of fascism — which is exactly why corpora- 
tions are so strongly opposed by classical 
liberals. Thomas Jefferson, for example, who 
lived just about long enough to see the ear- 
ly development of the corporate system, 
warned in his last years that what he called 
banking institutions, money and corpora- 
tions would simply destroy liberty and would 
restore absolutism, eliminating the victories 
of the American Revolution Adam Smith 
was also concerned about their potential 
power, particularly if they were going to be 
granted the rights of. in effect, 'immortal per- 
sons' — human rights. That is what actually 
happened in the United States in the 13th 
century. It happened completely outside 
parliamentary institutions; it was not con 
gressionai decisions but the judicial deci- 
sions of judges and lawyers which created 
this new absolutism that vastly exceeded 
Jefferson's worst nightmares, 

The end of the Cold War accelerates all 
this, it offers new weapons against the work’ 
ing people at home. The Financial Times for 
example had an article a year or two ago 
called "Green shoots in communism's ru- 
ins"; one of the good things it saw going on 
was that the pauperisation of the workforce 
and a high level of unemployment — thanks 
to the capitalist reforms — were offering new 
ways to undercut what they called "pam- 
pered Western European workers" with 
what is called in business their “'luxurious 
lifestyles' 1 . 

A British industrialist explained in the Wall 
Street Journal recently that when workers 
see jobs disappearing it has a salutary ef- 
fect on people's attitudes. This was part of 
an article praising the Thatcher reforms for 
bringing about a low-wage, low skill econo- 
my in England With great labour flexibility, 
and wonderful profits. Take General Motors, 
already the biggest employer in Mexico, tl 
is now moving into Eastern Europe but in a 
very special way When General Motors set 
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on. They're cheering but no c the workers in 


up a plant in Poland they insisted upon high 
tariff protection' similarly when VW set up 
a plant in the Czech Republic it insists on 
tariff protection and also extemalisation of 
costs. They want the Czech 
people arid the Czech Re- 
public to pay the costs; they 
just want the profit and they 
get it. Thai's the tradition' 
markets for the poor and 
plenty of state protection for the rich. The 
end of i he Cold War simply returns Eastern 
Europe lo its tradition at Third World status, 
which is what most of Eastern Europe was. 
and in these days of a more international 
economy that means new weapons against 
working people in Western Europe. 

The biggest lest is Poland Here is anoth- 
er opportunity to threaten the pampered 
western European wot kers. A country where 
multinational corporations can get people 
who are well-trained and well-educated and 
they’ll have blue eyes and blond hair unlike 
in tbe Third World, md they'll work for ten 
percent of your wages, with no benefits, be- 
cause of the effectiveness of capitalist re- 
forms in pauperising the populations and in 
increasing unemployment That in fact tells 
us something about what the Cold War was 
aboul — there s been a lot of debate about 
this, much of it irrelevant. We learn a lot 
about what it was about just by asking a sim- 
ple question who’s cheering and who’s 
gloomy and despairing? If we take, say the 
East Who's cheering? The old communist 
parly hierarchy is, they chink it's wonderful. 
They are sometimes called the 'nomenklat- 
ura capitalists' — rich beyond their wildest 
dreams but now working for international 
capitalism, Third World-style, What about 
the population 7 Well, they lost the Cold War 
they're in misery and despair, despite their 
victory over ihe Soviet experiment, 

What about the West? There’s a lot of 
cheering horn corporations and banks and 
management firms about the experts who 
were sent lo Eastern Europe to clinch a 
friendly takeover, as the Wall Street Journal 
put ti but ran away with all the aid it turns 
oui Very little of the aid got there, instead it 
went mlD lhe pockets of the western experts 
and management firms, economists and so 


CM and VW. They lost the Cold War be- 
cause now the end of the Cold War just gives 
another weapon to undermine their luxuri- 
ous lifestyles , 

It's a good question to ask 
after many wars. If you ask 
who won the Second World 
War and use these criteria 
you also get some funny and 
illuminating answers. This method reveals 
that the winners were the nazis. the German 
industrialists who were supporting Hitler, 
and the Italian fascists— -they were all cheer- 
ing The losers were the anti-fascist resist- 
ance. who were crushed all over the 
world — either massacred like in Greece or 
South Korea, orjust crushed like in Italy and 
France. 

These misnamed free trade agreements, 
GATT and NAFTA, carry that process for- 
wards, They are not free trade agreements 
but investor nghts agreements and they are 
designed to carry forward the attack on de- 
mocracy and genuine human rights, even 
markets in complex ways as I've discussed. 
It you look at them closely you realise [hey 
are a complicated mixture ofliberalisation 
arid protectionism carefully crafted in the in- 
terests of the transnational corporations So 
for example GATT excludes subsidies ex- 
cept for one kind: mil- 
itary expenditures. 

Military expendi- 
tures arc a huge wel- 
fare system for the rich 
and an enormous form 
of government subsi- 
dy that distort markets and trade; this is par- 
ticularly true in the United Staler Military 
expenditures are staying very high: under 
Clinton they're higher in real terms than they 
were under Nixon and they are expected lo 
go up — -a fact which undercuts more Cold 
War mythology. Thai is a system of market 
interference and benefits for the wealthy that 
is taking place now Another central part of 
the GATT agreement and NAFTA, is what 
are called intellectual property rights — 
which is protectionism: protection for own- 
ership of knowledge and technology. They 
want to make sure that the technology of 


the future is monopolised by huge and gen 
era II y government- subsidised so-called pn 
vale corporations. GATT includes an 
important extension or patents to include 
product patent 5 this means that if someone 
designs a new technique for producing a < 
drug (hey can't do it because they violate 
ihe pa lent The purpose of product patents 
is to reduce economic efficiency and cue 
back technical innovation. France, for exam- 
ple, had product patents about a century ago 
and that was a reason why it lost g large part I 
of its chemical industry in Switzerland which 1 
didn't, and therefore could innovate. 

It means that a country Like India where 
t here is a bi g ph armaceu tical in dustr y wh i ch 
has been able to keep drug costs very low 
simply by designing smarter processes for 

producing things Cannot dp that any longer 

Drug prices will shoot up in India along with 
death rates and so on. There's growing pro- 
test about ibis in India, huge demonstra- 
tions— in fact they are probably not going 
to ratify the GATT. 

In Canada the same thing is happening, j 
One effect of the free trade agreements was 
to give the US pharmaceutical corporations 
a 1 1 kin ds o f clout to push Can ada to s top pro- 
duce ion of generic drugs at a fraction of the 
cost, therefore keeping health costs low. This 
is particularly important in the US because 
the relative efficiency of a national health 
insurance programme — compared with the 
highly bureaucratised and inefficient private 
insurance- based one the US has — has been 
an embarrassment. Canada is right across 
the bonder so they can see how different it I 
is. so its best to destroy that system if pos- 
sible and one of the ways to destroy it is lo 
raise drug prices by protectionist devices 
like (hose built in to the free trade agree- 
ment NAFTA and now GATT 

These devices alsc give very obvious 
ways to override democratic institutions — 
l his is not abstract, it’s happening. We can 
look at Canada and the United Slates where 
we have a couple of years of experience. The 
province of Ontario, which is Canada's big- 
gest. richest province, decided to institute a 
provincial auto insurance program that 
would provide insurance for a fraction of The 
current rate. 

The US insurance companies naturally 
didn't like this and they threatened to sue. 
bring litigation, on the grounds that inis was 

obfuscatory: an ille- 
gal interference 
with free trade The 
province backed 
down as litigation 
would have been 
extremely expen- 
sive Furthermore even if they had proceed- 
ed it would end up in some private secret 
chamber somewhere where corporate law- 
yers would decide on the merits of the case 
.ind the chances of winning that aren't high 
That's the way in which you can undercut 
the democratic decision of the population 
of Ontario to considerably reduce auto in- 
surance rates. They can't do that because 
that would be obfuscatory-— it would con 
flict with (he sole human value which is in- 
creasing profits for the top corporations. 

If we take NAFTA, the day after the vote — 
when it was all safe — the New York 7'lmes I 


Military expenditures 
are a huge welfare 
system for the rich" 


"Free enterprise is socialism for 
the rich: the public pays the costs 
and the rich get the profits" 
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ran its first analysis of the expected impact 
of NAFTA on the New York region and they 
were very upbeat about bow terrific it all 
was. They listed who it would be good for; It 
would be great for banks, for investment 
firms, the whole network of corporate law- 
yers. for public relations people — the net- 
work of skilled professionals who rely on 
corporate interests. It will also be good for 
some capital-intensive industry tike chemi- 
cals, the protectionist element would be 
good for pharmaceuticals and publishing. It 
goes on and on like that and then there's one 
line which says that everything isn't perfect, 
there are some losers too and the losers, it 
turns out, are women, blacks, Kispanics and 
semi-skilled workers — 3/4 of the workforce. 
That's in a city where 40% of children are 
already below the poverty line. 

In the US at was quite interesting that they 
expected to drive it through in secret with- 
out anyone knowing about it, but there was 
a lot of grassroots mobilisation and they 
couldn't do it. The media support was ap- 
proximately 100%, it was fervour, when it 
looked like there might be problems. The 
major fuss was over the fact that working 
people were trying to have a voice in the 
matter. Clinton denounced the naked pres- 
sure and raw muscle of the labour move- 
ment who were cajoling, based on 
friendship, and threatening, based on mon- 
ey, as they approached their representatives 
to tell them the way they wanted them to 
vote. This waa outrageous, naturally. Months 
later the New York Times Was still shudder- 
ing in horror over what they call the bully- 
ing from labour organisations, meaning they 
tried to approach their representatives to 
express their opinion on what they ought to 
do. Even the New York Times "most left-lean- 
ing commentator denounced what he called 
the backward unenlightened labour move- 
ment with their crude threatening tactics as 
working people dared to approach congres- 
sional representatives. 

The New York Times and Washington Post 
both had big editorials in which they listed 
the contributions to local congress people 
who were planning to vote against NAFTA 
from labour organisations and the 7/jmrjsaid 
there's an ominous pattern here of arm- 
twisting" and so on. As a number of those 
greedy representatives later pointed out 
when it was too late, nobody listed the cor- 
porate contributions which were of course 
way higher, nobody listed the attitudes of 
advertisers of the New York Times.. In fact 
there was nothing about corporate lobby- 
ing which of course totally swamped the la- 
bour lobbying. Corporate lobbying is 
considered no problem, that's the way the 
world is supposed to work, it's supposed to 
serve the rich, that’s its job. It‘s when this 
begins to go awry and part of the popula- 
tion tries to enter the political arena in any 
marginal fashion, it's at that point that we 
get total hysteria which reveals that the nat- 
ural hatred and fear of democracy is really 
passionate. 

Right after his NAFTA triumph Clinton 
went off to the Asia Pacific summit in Seat- 
tle where he proclaimed his ’grand vision' 
of the free market future. Corporations to 
emulate were the Boeing Corporation, for 
example, and in fact he gave a speech about 


the grand vision in a hanger of the Boeing 
Corporation and that was a perfect choice 
as Boeing is an almost totally subsidised cor- 
poration. In fact, the aeronaut! cal industry — 
the leading export industry in the 
L930s — couldn't survive and then the war 
came along and it made a huge amount of 
money by wartime profiteering, using the 
opportunity to rip off the public. They end- 
ed up with a lot of money but it was under- 
stood right after the Second World War that 
they were not going to survive in the mar- 

"Chiapas is extremely 
impoverished and repressed but 
still reflects some sort of integrity 
and could do something con- 
structive compared to US slums 
where there has been complete 
social destruction" 

ket. if you read Fortune magazine and the 
business press it would explain how the aer- 
onautical industry can't survive in the mar- 
ket, The public has to come in and subsidise 
them and in fact the aircraft industry, which 
includes avionics and electronics and com- 
plicated metallurgy, is simply subsidised 
through the Pentagon system and NASA. But 
nevertheless this is the model for the free 
market future because the profits are priva- 
tised and that’s what counts — it’s socialism 
for the rich: the public pays the costa and 
the rich get the profits. That's what the free 
market is In practice and that's what free en- 
terprise is so Clinton was quite right in think- 
ing that is the model of the free market 
future. 

The current period has a resemblance — 
in fact sometimes an almost eerie resem- 
blance — to the early days of the industrial 
revolution. If you read the current discus- 
sions about, say welfare and workfare in the 
US, there's been a revival of the classical lib- 
eral doctrines after a long lapse. It was ex- 
tremely important at ihat time to break 

"There is o recognition that 
working people are going to 
hove to act on on international 
scale to combat Ihis vicious doss 
war being fought against them 
with its destructive effects' 

down pre-capitalist social arrangements and 
beliefs. There was this strange belief that 
people had something that was called a right 
to live. In feudal society everybody had a 
place — true it was mostly a rotten place— 
but they had their place and you had a right 
to be in that place and to survive in that 
place, People have a right to live which is 
obviously incompatible with market princi- 
ples. A large part of the thinking of the 
time-— people like MaElhus, Ricardo and so 
on — was to try to demonstrate by their sci- 
ence that there is no right to live. As Malthus 
put it, if you have no independent wealth 
and you can't survive by selling your labour 
on the labour market then go somewhere 
else , the Uni ted SUt es or Anstrali a ; you have 


no right to be here. 

Then comes the standard story about 
trickle-down! which we've all heard a thou- 
sand times. The result was that the popula- 
tion had abandoned their right to live and 
had been driven into the labour market or 
else into the workhouse-prison or else to 
leave. By the 1830s the science had been 
enacted into the law and throughout the 
whole period there were a lot of problems 
resulting. 

One problem was that there were riots all 
over the place: the British army for a long 
time was involved inputting down riots. And 
then it got worse, it went from riots to or- 
ganising, you got the beginning of the Char- 
tist movement and later socialist organising 
and that began to challenge the right to 
rule — and that's getting dangerous. At that 
point the scienct— which is always a very 
convenient object-— changed, and "discov- 
ered' that the poor could be allowed the right 
to live after all. There were changes and by 
the time you get to mid-century with John 
Stuart Mill, and The Principle of Political Econ- 
omy . ; there is, an incipient form of what later 
became welfare state capitalism with dem- 
ocratic elements in reaction to the threat of 
the public which had to be put in its place. 
The science had to change: new rulers no 
longer had any need of science as an instru- 
ment of class war but they did need it to jus- 
tify the need for a powerful state. In fact 
laissez fairc became a bad word until quite 
recent years. 

Today there's a kind of experiment going 
on to see if you can keep what is technically 
called a healthy economy—meanmg high 
profits for the rich- — by shifting production 
to the most repressed, most exploited parts 
of the global population and setting one la- 
bour force against another to drive it down: 
production by the superexploitcd and for the 
rich. It’s not like the days of the national mar- ■ 
kets. Henry Ford realised be had to pay his 
workers a living wage because otherwise he 
couldn't sell cars but that's not always true 
any longer in the international economy 
This is turning the world into a kind of Third 
World with its properties, including a huge 
number of superfluous people. 

This can be Seen in industrial Countries, 
most dramatically in ones that are Leading 
this movement; the US and Britain. In the 
US you see it in huge urban slums which 
are basically concentration camps which 
try to coop up superfluous people expect- 
ing them to prey on one another If you can't 
coop them up in slums then they'll have to 
go off to prison. In fact the prison rate has 
shot way up and is by far the highest per 
capita prison rate in the industrial world. It 
maybe symbolic that a couple of days after 
the NAFTA vote the Senate passed a very 
ominous crime bill calling for 1011,000. new 
police, high-security regional prisons, bout 
camps for young offenders, extension of the 
death penalty and harsher sentencing, as 
well as other onerous measures. That makes 
sense, NAFTA is going to have the effect of 
polarising society and creating a more su- 
perfluous and impoverished population. It’s 
also necessary to whip up the social control 
and there are standard ways of doing that, 
they're second nature; you whip up the fear 
and hatred, Fear of immigrants has ►SI 
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C an you explain the 'consumer* vs. 
'citizen' distinction that you make 
in year book? 

We argue in the book that the GATT rep- 
resents the erosion of the citizen, the ero- 
sion of democracy: the French word 
citizen — citoyen— now becomes obsolete. 
Indeed the British Government is almost 
showing the way its Citizen s Charter is a 
consumer's charter, not a citizen's charter. 
A cinzcn is someone who elects- the deci- 
sion-making body, and that apparatus is an- 
swerable to them by a direct accountable 
method The consumer is someone who is 
merely a customer, who pays for a service, 
and then maybe if he or she is lucky has 
some right of redress The so-called British 
Citizen s Charter is in fact a consumers 1 re- 
dress charter Thus is not the same thing as 
a citizen s charter. So we said that the GATT, 
and the trade liberalisation impetus of the 
GATT, is the death throes of the citizen, but 
the enshrinement of the consumer. And the 
consumers who gam from GATT arc the 
elite., the rich, the affluent Not the majority, 
not the mass. The right to choose or to get 
good value for money or to get your money 
back for a faulty good is not the same thing 
as getting a good world for all, ora sustain- 
able environment or social justice 

Why have you called your proposals the 
blew Protectionism "7 
The word protect" has been given a very 
bad press by economists. Move out of eco- 
nomic worlds into, say, public health or the 
Consumer and the word 'protect' has a far 
higher value. Those movements want to pro- 
tect public health, to prevent ill health, and 
to protect the consumer against very pow- 
erful big corporations where you can t ex- 
actly go and seek redress by walking down 
the street to visit them The people who de- 
sign a product or make it may be the other 
side of the world yet in economics protec- 
tion is i he pits. It is associated with coun- 
tries protecting inefficient industry, it's 
associated with the rise of Fascism, etc etc 
We we n t back an d i ooked a 14 he no ti on of 
protect! on i s m. an d we said we don t wa nt ih e 
old style of protectionism at all. any more 



The End of the Citizen? 


Open Eye interviews Tim Lang, co-author of The New 
Protectionism-protecting the future against free trade , 
about the alarming consequences of GATT and the 
unconstrained globalisation of economics 

than free trade By and large both have been for being able to move production to wher- 

used by the powerful to suit their interests ever the labour is cheapest, or because 

everywhere in the world. Then they "re being able to merge fac- 

we looked a (the GATT. We sand, "TATT* tl* tones, or because lowering bar- 

this is designed to suit the pow- WAI I IS ■«£ riers to trade enables them to 

erful. to protect their interests, (fgflth thfQ6$ of exploit new 1 ethnologies and 
Its the ultimate dream of the free ,i *.* i. processes, 
trade ideologists. GATT has not ™ <111101^ DUT ]f rhere are no barriers to trade 
had any public consultation or the gflshrinCIflCflt and a decline in the capacity of 
real involvement: people haven t I fnHCMnripr ff governments to exert national 
a due what is going on We think WMliUHref sovereignty over things like en- 


tile GATT is the ultimate hi-jack. 

It's the nadir of a process that began, with 
the colonisation of the Americas. North and 
South, by Europe. 

We've called our vision the 'New Protec- 
tionism' because we want to reclaim that 
word protect', and because we've asked: if 
one looks into the 2 1st century, what sort of 
economy will be needed? It’s one where . 
there'll have to be a reduction of long dis- I 
tance trade, where local economies will be 
the centre of policy focus, and where (he 
goal will be lo diversify production and min- 
imize unnecessary damage caused by eco- 
nomic acliviiy. like burning fossil fuels into 
the atmosphere. In contrast, the GATT is 
about the globalisation of economics, ie its 
capturing by about 500 companies, arguing 
that what they want is identical with what 
the world needs. 

People's image of world trade is a mixed 

"GATT if about the globalisation 
of economics, i.e. its capturing by 
about 500 companies" 

one— purl awesome, part quaint, as though 
it happens by their to cal company putting 
its products in a rowing boat and taking it 
across to some other part of the world It 
doesn't work like that. The top 500 compa- 
nies, according to the UN. have two-thirds 
of world trade. 40% of world trade occurs 
within companies the same company trad- 
ing with itself m another country. So our con- 
clusion is that GATT is about getting the 
perfect blank cheque handed over to the a I- I 
ready powerful. And if you took at who is 1 
s ackin g workc r s a t the momen t . ] t s the very 
same big companies who've been pushing 1 
for the GATT. The big corporations every- 
where around the world are 'restructuring' 
their workforces because they're preparing 


vironmental regulations, or la- 
bour rales, or social clauses in trade treaties. 
Or employment policy, then there is abso- 
lutely nothing that stops a company from 
deciding where it's best to locate. So the 
GATT represents a momentous change in 
the role of governments, as well as signal- 
ling a move from the economic era of com- 
parative advantage to a new economic era 
of absolute advantage 

Would your idea of the 'New Protection- 
ism 'have to be introduced in a blocklike 
the EC, which would be isolated, or else 
globally, ali at once? ft seems difficult to 
introduce it. 

We are not into blueprints at all. It's not 
what our book was about, and not what our 
thinking is about. Both Colin Hines and I 
have worked for many years in the volun- 
tary sector, and this book came out of our 
great unease, rising to anger, about the way 
in which the GATT was being pushed 
through. We fell there wasn't being a well 
argued articulate alternative, so we set out 
to produce just that, to say there is another 
way, there has to be another way Because 
if the globalisation continues, we think there 
will be serious problems; some people are 
arguing apocalyptic futures face us. We felt 
there had to be a more positive humane vi- 
sion. 

What we set out to do is to try and argue 
for something that addressed everyday con- 
cerns: people wanting work, wanting secu- 
rity, wanting a decent standard of living for 
their friends, families, households, and a 
world which healed the growing haemor- 
rhage of North and South, of rich and poor, 
both within and between countries 

Do you see any signs of hope j, for in- 
stance in the protests in India or prance? 

! think there are lots of signs of hope at 
the moment. I think the GATT could even 
turn out to be a phyrnc victory for the pow- 
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erful forces of the world Hardly is the pack- 
age pur together and they are already pan- 
icking about how they're going to create 
work within the heartlands of the rich areas 
of the world, let alone the poor areas of the 
world This is a very delicate moment for 
the free traders People are beginning to 


if decisions are going to be made 
by a l£Q+ member state body in 
Geneva H with no democratic direct 
accountability. I think that is a very 
big shift I think anyone who thinks 
chat isn't a shift is mad. 

Secondly the GATT symbolises 

a failure to 


rumble key elements a failure to 

of their vi si on, such as "JhlS 1$ the new WOfld dvil ServitC, respond to 

but where's the Parliament?" 2^ 


ed markets “Mi wucie » me f 

The other area that 

gives me hope is the way in which resist- 
ance as building up: half a million farmers in 
India gathered to protest against the intel- 
lectual property rights agreement (the 
TRIPs) within the GATT Mast British peo- 
ple haven't even heard of TRIPs, but half a 
million peasants in India, came from all over 
India, protesting against it. Jn France, a land 
the British pc ess tended to mock as the home 
of stupid venal French peasants., the under 
standing about GATT, in all classes, was far 
more ^ophisticaied than in Britain. But even 
her e l here i s t he begi n ni n g of a doubt about 
whether (he GATT is going to yield We are 
in regular contact with politicians, right 
across the spectrum from the Maastricht 
rebels through to mainstream Conserva- 
tives. through to the Labour Party and the 
Liberal Democrats, the Greens, In all par- 
lies there is beginning to be an unease. It 
hasn't come fully out into the open yet. but 
there is beginning to be a bit of debate. We 
were surprised and very pleased when our 
book sold out and reprinted in six months. I 
mean this is an extraordinary thing for such 
an esoteric subject 

Would* *t any country putting up pro- 
tective tariffs, new protectionist measures. 
Just find itself disastrously uncompetitive 
tn today 's globalised interdependent mar- 
ket, and capital would just seek profits 
elsewhere ? 

One of Che key notions that we argue in 
the book is that transnational corporations 
need to be told: you don't sell here if you 
don’t site here. 

Now would you sell the idea of \ New 
Protectionsim 1 to people who probably 
expect it to raise prices, wrecking the 
world economy , like in the 1930s? JK 
Galbraith even said that when the GATT 
agreement has been made „ nobody will 
notice the difference. 

3 think in a sense Galbraith is right, and in 
a sense he's wrong He's right in the sense 
“hat the world didn't suddenly go rosy pink 
the next day after GATT was initialled in 
Marrakesh, He's wrong in the sense that 
GATT is a qualitative shift in world politics. 
Anyone who hasn't read the 45D pages of 
the GATT agreement is not in a position to 
judge it 5 impact Firstly, why vote for your 
MP if he or she has no power over world 
trade 7 The GATT gives decision ’making 
power to a body that no one's even heard 
of. the World Trade Organisation. This re- 
places the CATT secretariat and is in fact 
the GATT Secretariat signing itself jobs and 
pensions lor life This is the new world civil 
service, but where's the Parliament? There 
is none Yet nan onal or regional Parliaments 
are now marginalised. There is absolutely 
no point having members of Parliament in 
Britain. France, Norway — wherever — Mali, 


ing of world 
economic activity. Do you really 
want a world in hock to the whims 
of the global capital markets when 
Africa or Latin America are crying 
out for capital? In the news we re 
already seeing this catastrophic 
curtailment of jobs, the cutting of 
employment, all over the world, by 
big corporations preparing for the 
world of absolute advantage as opposed Co 
the worid of comparative advantage 

You may ask, ian'i ii going to be inefficient 
and expensive to resist this new world econ- 
omy 7 We argue very, very clearly in our 
book chat we're not against competition. 
There has lobe competition. The question 
is, within what boundaries? Between what? 
The worid is moving to a system of produc- 
tion dominated by design and information, 
We see no reason why information and de- 
signs cannot go round the worid, Absolute- 
ly not. The problem is when vast amounts 
of good - and capital start being shipped 

"The middle (lasses can't 
escape. The Volvo will not take 
them far enough" 

around the world and when work collapses 
in whole tracts of the world, and when cap- 
ital, production and control concentrates 
and is specialised only in some areas of the 
world. This centralisation makes the world's 
economy lopsided, and leads to alt the so- 
cial and ecological problems that we out- 
line in the book, 

One issue we discuss in the book is that 
there has to be some internalisation of en- 
vironmental costs. The environmental cri- 
tique of conventional economics is that 
companies — or end-consumers^are not 
paying the full cost of environmental dam- 
age when iney press for goods to be cheap- 
er. The cost of cheaper production is 
environmental damage and over-reliance Or. 
unrenewable energy, and pollution. GATT 
docs nothing to creaie production methods 
lhal don't cause the pollution in the first 
place. Fnviron mental damage' which at the 
moment is not featuring in the price that you 
or E pay for our shirt or car, or transport or 
food, or goods or services, needs to be in- 
corporated into the cost of those goods and 
services. So,, yes, some prices must go up h 
they must go up. 

At the moment, we re getting cheaper 
shirts, but having to pay for three locks on 
the door And the three locks on the door 
are because of social dislocation, more 
crime, more anomie 3 , as the social theonsls 
of the 19th century used to call it The Brit- 
ish under Thatcher have been one great ex- 
pen merit. and the Thatcherite experiment. 



of deregulating and trade liberalizing eve- 
rything, has failed. The result now is mas- 
sive unemployment, casuahsation of work 
resulting in social disequilibrium and inse- 
curity Unlike the 19th century, the middle 
classes cannot escape this situation They 
can't go to the colonics or flee from the pol- 
luted or depressing towns. They can't es- 
cape. The Volvo will not take them Ear 
enough Hence the end of Galbraith's era of 
the "culture of contentment ". 

You asked me earlier, where is the hope 7 
I think one of the great hopes of the mo- 
ment is people are now making that ton- 
net ' i o n between lb esc structural shifts way 
beyond their individual control, and their 
own insecurity. Those people who did very 
nicely out of the late 70s and &0$ are now 
realizing that they have benefited for a mo- 
ment, not for ever. Even if they remain in 
work, sf others do not, the culture of insecu- 
rity impinges on them So, some prices must 
go up I think if people realize why they need 
to go up, they accept that. If you look at poll 
after poll, it shows that people are prepared 
CO pay more taxes — higher costs — for bet- 
ter quality of goods. 

What has the Left’s response been to 
GATT and NAFTA? 

Silence 

You say the Third Worid should jump 
off the treadmill of export-orientated 
growth policies. Now can they do this? 

We argue for a midway between autar- 
chy — total self sufficiency behind dosed 
doors — which is a recipe for dictators, and 
free trade, which is another recipe for the 
powerful lo crush the poor. We argue for self- 
reliance We say; trade and aid only lor self 
reliance in both North and South. 

Sir James Goldsmith paints a very 
gloomy picture of a world in which bil- 
lions of people are thrown off the land 
and into slums once they are / breed to 
compete with intensive farming and mo- 
noculture. He also sees Europe unable 
to compete with areas where wages are 
9S% lower , Would you agree with his 
scenario? 

Yes, absolutely. It's not just a vision from 
the North One of the things that has given 
both Colin and me enormous confidence 
and pleasure, is hammering out our ideas 
with fnends and colleagues, throughout the 
world, North and South, East and West, Sit 
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Iim Long interview * 


fames Goldsmith is an exception, as is Ross 
Perot. m daring to voice the doubts that 
many are private ty voicing They're not on 
their own. What they an- unusual in is voic- 
ing it publicly from a Right starting point. 


movement towards one? 

No. but there are interesting forays into 
1 1 i.u issue such as the recent Californian de 
cisioci to idK TNCs glut: lit activity. 1 think 
even it you. don't accept out arguments 
about 1 1 lc U ATT and don't like our dllerna- 
live vision, the challenge to pro-GATT La- 
bo ui and l iberal politicians is how lo raise 
money lo compensate tor thu enormous 
damage that is inevitably going lo follow 
horn GATT, and is already happening from 
economic globalisation There has to be 
some sort of reworking of taxation. The old 
notion of taxation based upon nation stares 
is undermined by the GATT, Capita! only 
goes to where it makes most money, not 
where it's needed Even the World; Bank, that 
appallingly callous institution, is now rec- 
ognizing that its policies- have failed for Sub- 
Saharan Africa, for example It has led to a 
'disaster of apocalyptic proportion There is 
absolutely no doubt about that In which 
case we have to rake hold of capita] These 
whizz kids in the City, in Frankfurt, in To- 
kyo, in New York, who sit and make bil- 
lions — for what? How? By flicking money 
rib out the world. It doesn't go to that small 
peasant who could transform his or her pro- 
duction for the sake of a little bit of a con- 
crete path here, or a new implement there. 
The whole notion of taking hold of capital is 
something that now must be at the top of 
the political agenda. And yet., the politicians 
are abject in their supine acccdance to the 
diktats of capital And here in Britain, of 
course, we have the illustration par excel- 
lence where our Government — our elected 
government-— had its entire economic poli- 
cy destroyed by the City, in the destruction 
of its policies that forced it to (cave the FRM. 
That was the illustration to end all illustra- 
tions that politics is now in the hands of the 
City Politicians are confining themselves to 
the margins, by and large willingly, it seems. 

Can you give same examples of the 
GATT agreement's worst effects at the 
moment? 

The GATT package was finalised on De- 
cember 15th 1993 and initialled on April 
1 5th 3 994. but it's not going to be complet- 
ed until all 3 20 or so countries who initialled 
it in Marrakesh on April 15th have ratified 
it Indeed there’s a major subterranean row 
going on that I'm party to in Europe about 
whether the European Parliament is going 
to be allowed to vote on it or whether it’ll 
jus the a decision of the Commission Note, 
that's the European Parliament, not British 
Parliament, French Parli ament or Greek Par- 
liament, Already, major decisions are hap- 
pening out of the sight of the ordinary 
citizen. 

You asked for examples Let me give you 


three Firstly 3 would say the WTO. the 
World Trade Organisation, is probably the 
single most important issue because here is 
the demolition of the struggle fordemoera 
cy — begun by the French Revolution — over 
the last 200 years. You now have no citizens' 
control over the WTO, the 
body which will determine 
the shape of the world’s econ - 
omy together with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank 

Secondly, the Intellectual Property Rights 
Agreement of the GATT is an extremely 
important alteration of patents. Essentially, 
now, a country cannot control the patents 
or intellectual property rights that happen 
within it ^ borders It ts the reason the Indi- 
ans demon slra led in Bangalore and Delhi 
An American company has already taken up 
a patent on a product of the millennia old 
Indian tree called the Neem tree So here is 
a product trediy available and used by Indi- 
an peasants as everything from an inseeli 
cide to a constituent of soap, and for 
firewood, n at w be tng h i-j aeke d by a US com - 
pany on the other side of the globe. 

Thirdly, in my own area of food policy, all 
decision making about food standards is 
going to be handed Over to a body called 
the Codex Al i men tarius Commission, which 
most people have never heard of. People get 
very sensitive about the food that they cat, 
it's something that’s very dear to them and 
they like to think that they can help control 
standards, they can complain to MFs or 
MEFs, The GATT proposes a new regime 
on food standards. It says that if there is a 
dispute between 
the standards of 
Brazil and the 
standards of say. 

Norway, advice 
will be taken from 
the Codex Ali- 
mentanus Com- 
mission. which ts a UN body, serviced by 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation and 
the World Health Organisation, 

A colleague from Ralph Nader's organi- 
sation in the US and two of us from Britain 
studied the membership and participation 
of this body. Codex's membership is two and 
a hair thousand people strong. Here is a vast 
new bureaucracy now beginning to take 
over food standards We looked at this vast 
new bureaucracy that has say 300 people 
meeting on additives, 300 people meeting 
on pesticide residues, and we found 1/3 of 
the membership and participation al the 
Codex Alimcntarius Commission, over the 
two year life cycle that we looked at, was 
from transnational corporations. Not just 
any transnational corporations, but the very 
biggest. Yet this body is now going to arbi- 
trate on trade disputes. God help us 

You have recently been made Professor 
of Pood Policy at Thames Valley Univer- 
sity. Whar would be the main long-term 
changes you would like to see in Britain's 
food and agriculture policy? 

I think the British public is now more in- 
terested in food than at any time since the 
Second World War an d the en di ng of \ alien- 
ing and shortages. 

In the 1 97Gs Britain joined the European 


Union and acceded to the Common Agri- 
cultural Policy The CAP is in part misun- 
derstood by the public They think most of 
the money goes to farmers Tt doesn’t. Eighty 
percent of the money goes to the top 20% 
of farmers, so it actually goes to big farm- 
ers, But not even half of the total cost of the 
Common Agricultural Policy goes to farm- 
ers — most of it goes to traders. They and 
the big farmers make the money out of the 
Common Agricultural Policy It is a scandal 
that we’re basically paying traders to dump 
surpluses in other parts of the world, and 
d airoy their agncul tu re lo bool On e of th e 
things that Colin Hines and ! argued for in 
our book, and mosl forward thinking strat- 
egists about agricultural policy call for, is 
that goal number one must be to cut export 
dumping. 

A sensible food policy would atm not for 
total self-sufficiency but to maximize self- 
reliance, to maximize local production of 
load. it is crazy lo import lettuces when they 
can be grown here Production needs to di- 
versify and meet focal markets. This prairie 
farming that the lax payer has paid for must 
come Id an end. All expert committees agree 
the British have a lamentable dietary health 
record We have been over-producing food 
but leading the world in dying prematurely 
from diseases like heart disease and food- 
related cancer, breast cancer, bowel cancers, 
cancers of the colon, and so on. So there 
has to be a dramatic shift 

Now the good news is, the Government 
has recognized the health element of that 
challenge. The 'Health of the Nation' White 
Paper was a very, very important recogni- 
tion that there must 


icies into an integrated whole, Government, 
because of its free markel ideology, is refus- 
ing to take a grip of production, refusing to 
lake a grip of retail, refusing lo take a grip 
of training and educating the citizen. For 
example you can see this in the curriculum: 
cooking has now been removed from the 
schools' curriculum there is no cooking 
being taught We are the first nation now to 
experiment with both sexes, not just the 
male sex, being a deskilled generation, So. 
my vision for food policy is that we now 
know a lot of what’s wrong, what we now 
have to do is generate the political will, and 
generate the popular imagination, to support 
find push for the changes right across the 
food economy, from farm to factory, to con- 
sumption, to the consumer. We must ena- 
ble that consumer to be a food citizen, not 
just a passive consumer who destroys the 
environment even while they eat. 


Tfcm Lang is P^ofossof ol Food Policy at Thames 
Valley University and was formerly director of the 
London Food Commission and Parents for Safo 
Food. 


and as prominent captains of industry. 

You say 90% of the £900 
billion traded on the world 
currency markets every 
day is not linked to any 
real trade and suggest an 
international transfer tax on foreign ex- 
change transactions. Is there any sign of 


I 


"politics is now in the 
hands of the City" 


"the World Trade Organisation ... is ^ a . r ^ is *' ng ,; butI 
the demolition of the struggle for for the next century 
democracy — begun by the french ™« be to integrate 

n I V ' it. I m riflA tt the k* ls of the food 

Revolution- over tho lost 200 yeors policy jigsaw, to 

weld health, food, 
farming, environment and employment pol- 
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Y ou say we need a sustainable relation- 
ship to the land, why? 

1 think one of l he things that is becoming 
so clear is that the development pattern lhat 
has a ruined ihat agriculture should be tree 
of people and loaded with machines and 
chemicals and that people's only habitation 
should be she city is at the root of ihe un- 
sustainability of the city as well as of agri- 
culture One of the key things we really need 
now U the shift into sustainability of some 
kind Wc just have to get used to not having 
to talk of the fact that a stable society means 
going backwards — because we don't have 
any option but to go into the future mto sta- 
bility of some kind. 

Rvery time people talk about what will he 
n reded for sustain ability, the response is 
"Oh, you Want to go hack?" There's no go - 
ing hack Right now we arc in 3 cul-de-sac 
and we'd better gel out of it: it is a dead end* 
C 1 1 1 -Ds as the only habitation of increasingly 
disenfranchised people for whom there is no 
wo rk arm on - SU s r a I nab I e social syst em s and 
rhry re non sustainable ecological systems 
That is (hr model on which the big decisions 
are being made gel people off the land, have 
agribusiness 1 unningnlEthr- food enterprises, 
create market deregulation for labour, let 
people's salaries drop, let workers become 
more part-time, ter men sit jobless, let wom- 
en come out and do part-time insecure jobs, 
let the male ego get even further fractured — 
so the h u si m n ri wil I start heati n g up the wi le 
when she returns after having gone out not 
because she has a choice but because she's 
the only one who's willing to work and able 
to work on a part-time basis. There is non- 
sustainability building upright in the house- 
hold, which leads to increased violence 
against women 

Soon people caril walk safely down the 
street, Some kid without a job will have to 
snatch your camera To gel the food for that 
night, or the drugs, or the drink or whatever 
ie is and even for the better-off the system 
will necessarily mean more and more en- 
claves of protection built into an unstable 
situation Soil peace, sustainability and jus- 
tice are Id be arrived at, this imbalance that 


The New 

Repression 

Indian scientist and radical ecologist Vanda na Shiva 
fears that a single authoritarian vision is sweeping the 
globe and making millions of people superfluous. A 
contrasting sustainable vision is urgently needed 


has been created has to go and the oppor- 
tunity for us is the fact that we are moving 
away from the dominant paradigm that has 
assumed that jobs are not important, liveli- 
hoods are not important, people are not 
important I think we have to just say peo- 
ple are important, and the recovery of the 
plane* does not mean forgetting people. 

What would a sustainable future pat- 
tern look like? 

Wc have to learn from the old pattern and 
derive the principles from the Old pattern. 
Nn matter how futuristic your agricultural 
system, if Lt h s sustainable ifi! have to be 
based on the perennial systems of conserv- 
ing water, and conserving nutrients. If you 
can't do that, it's not sustainable. In the past 
agneu ll ii re was ba sed 0 n a system that lives 

"We are entering a more 
authoritarian era than we've 
ever had before" 

within the bounds of the fertility cycle and 
lives within the bounds of the water cycle — 
those arc inevitabilities — and that's where 
it had better be based in the future. 

How will all this work? To me at the eco- 
logical and social level the only way (o build 
up is to take concrete prohlcms in concrete 
situations nnri find the solutions. Sustain a 
biiity has to be worked out by taking a city 
1 hat is becoming non -sustain able, finding 
people who are becoming surplus, finding 
agriculture that is becoming non-sustaina- 
hlr ,md putting together the three things to 

"GAIT and free trade will create 
$0 mudi destruction that even the 
north wil start to experience what 
the Third World has experienced" 

meet each other's needs. It will have to be 
bull! bit by bit and if, as my sense is, the cri- 
sis is so deep and the solutions work, they 
will trigger nil kinds of other people taking 
iron because the one thing I see GATT and 
free traders doing is that it wiil equalise the 
discourse North and South, It will create so 
much destruction that even the North will 
start lo experience what the Third World has 
experienced For the first time we are en- 
tering a .situation where for the North and 
for the South the issue is survival for the ma- 
jority of people and finding something that 
works in a period where survival should not 
work The plans have no place for you. Well 
if one person can make it then the next can | 


and 1 hen the next can and the next can 

What have been the most successful pro- 
tests against the GAIT Juggernaut? 

In India I've been part of protests where 
500.000 farmers came out 10 say no to 
GATT and patenting and other things It's 
crazy for a country like India to accept free 
trade in agriculture where imparts will r 
move people from agriculture and exports 
will remove land from food production and 
we can't afford either. We've had a lot ol di- 
rect action around this and l think perm:!- 
Ttent direct action has to be part of what all 
this is about because when they say GATT 
is free trade, basically it is freedom and no 
limits for those who control global capital! 

Quite clearly there is more and more un 
freedom: the farmer who ts ncu allowed in 
save his seed for the next year because of 
intellectual property rights. It's so clear to 
us Chat V hi s is unfreedom for the farmer So 
free trade is built on many unfreedoms and 
if that freedom still has to be retained or ere 
ated anew it must involve direct action, it 
must involve doing things differently Irons 
whaT is planned for you in this GATT jug- 
gernaut. 

It involves something simple like far met is 
setting up seed banks It involves something 
simple Like consumers insisting that the food 
they will eat will have to come from local 
neighbourhoods and will generate employ" 
men 1 for local communities, consumers in- 
sisting that in rhe process rhey help generate 
livelihoods on land as well as generate live 
iihoods in services Agribusiness is noi iusr 
production it’s also distribution 

The solutions in the concrete will come 
out of direct action that is so creatively 
thought out That it can Ease 1 think sustain , -1 
hiltly of activism is the new thing we have 
to think about, because we are entering a 
more authoritarian era than we've evei had 
before Basic rights of dissent in a democra- 
cy will be treated as very dangerous and the 
state, instead of being that which regulates 
uncontrolled greed, will become that which 
imptL’ments the agenda of uncontrolled 
greed and a state that is inverted in that way, 
whi eh stops being the regulator of econom - 
ic power and becomes the instrument of 
economic power, must necessarily have only 
one function left and that function is of law 
and order management. It is in the struc- 
ture of the system It will npt be that a 
Thatcher is horrible or that a Narasimha Rao 
is a bastard— it is the system that is going 
to force them to act increasingly in these 
ways But if that's the case we have got to 
find counter-strategies of permanent resist- 
ance in ways that recharge us, bring us cre- 
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Vandana Shiva infer view * 


bringing free trade as the next mission- I 
think missionary zeal has more often than 
not created more problems than it has 
solved. J think what's wonderful about wom- 
en and their effectiveness is that they don't 
have a mission. they do have causes,, and 
they do have things they love, and they will 
fight long Eo protect and it is without over- 
arching order from somewhere that enough 
of them care and they care simultaneously. 
But each of them cares in their own terms 
and it's the resonance of that kind of highly 
autonomous action and highly autonomous 
politics that is the power of (he women's 
movement and women as activists, women 
as thinkers, 

Is there realty a 'caring ‘part of wom- 
en that is important? 

When I talk about this I get jumped on 
Do you want to maintain the sexual division 
of labour between women who ca/e and 
men who don 'E?Oi course one doesn't want 
I* * j that — one would love 

financing for men lo be more ear- 
ly and qenetic in s Not only that, one 
j , ' would love to have 

deoth sentence men who have the ca 

disciplines that ^ t0 be 

* mg because I think 

to the recovery men want to care and 

| a - * I think the capacity is 

IBne * somewhere far away, 

so the issue really is that ail of us have to 
care. We re getting enough of the breed of 
women who don't care at ail 
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natives that work in "We have got to find counter- 
in’ 1 tal^aln ’you're strategies of permanent resistance 
em powerin g yourself. if| ways that recharge vs" 

It 1 ! very often said 

that power is one level of fiction to which 
the powerless subscribe. The power of 
GATT is only to the extent that the rest of 
us take it lying down. It is powerless if across 
the board people treat one or two things as 
being very very basic, If every woman in 
the world recognises the fact that today as 
a privileged consumer of the Worth she has 
the most tremendous countervailing power 
even as a housewife to decide what kind of 
food system we will have in the future and 
just uses thai visit to the grocery as a vote 
a daily place to construct alternatives 

The women of Sweden decided through 
pressure in organic farming and Consump- 
tion — green consumerism — to have all 
packages declare where ihe food es pro- 
duced, which number, who can be called and 
who's accountable. In fact people are going 
more and more for packages that can tell 
you that it was this family, this little kid with 
[he tooth mining, that was involved in grow- 
ing this piece of carrot. Now if something 
like that can be brought onto the global free 
trade agenda then free trade won’t go where 
it was meant to go — it will basically go to 
rebuild community and rebuild local econ- 
omies but we have to be ingenious and, like 
3 said, thank God we don t have the luxury 
to woffle around and ask " will it want or won T t 
it work ?" — because 1 think so many people 
are going to bn in such bad situations other- 
wise We will have to innovate Wc will just 
have to invent survival again. 

How can we transform knowledge? 

Knowledge has never grown in cumula- 
tive patterns It's nor that we have knowl- 
edge and keep building on it, while all the 
rest of it stays Every time we make a choice 
of a certain knowledge ays- 
tern and every time govern- Ttlfi Stflt€ 
mcnls and people agree to on |y DUG 
endow a certain stream * I 
they 're also saying that an- i©tt • IQW 1 
other was worthless so let's [fltifldQCITIC 
kill it So every step in fmanc- ® 

mg. high financing, lot molecular biology 
and genetic engineering is more of a death 
sentence to ecology, evolutionary biology 
and all the other biological disciplines that 
are fundamental io the recovery of this plan- 
et. So when people say there is more know]- 
edge and we should use it or else the 
researchers will be out of work, basically the 
opposite is already happening. Researchers 
are being told you have no place unless you 
can work for profit. If you work for basic 
k n owl edge— i f you wo rk for s oci et a I knowl- 
edge — if you work for knowledge that is 
necessary but may not necessarily spin a 
dollar then you are out of work. That’s al- 
ready happened We have once more tq 
make a societal choice about whether we 
are going to allow this model of progress in 
research to kill basically ah of humanity's 
heritage and knowledge, which is what will 


wt needed to know (<, j|, c ecoioaic 

and we never had that ™ 

knowledge So the sea CriJ flinu QITICntl 
of ignorance is grow* I. .i* 

ing much faster than 
the islands of light and with genetic engi- 
neering that sea of ignorance is going to be 
huge. 

Is there a role for personal change? 

I think each person has to change, but 
each person thinking they're an island and 
making changes, as is very often the fash 
ion in the West — you pay a hell of a lot of 
money for that internal change— will not 
bring about change. We are in a period of 
history where the deepest Spiritual transfor- 
mation involves very direct involvement in 
daily matters and a process of political tran.v 
formation there, and that requires a very 
deep inner source of strength, to understand 
ones own scale, one's contribution, one s 
significance, or lack ol it. 1 think that's very 
*11 L much the key because if you 
will haV6 don't have a sense of the lack of 

function i r ° u s el bu s e e £° s 

* j So it s absolutely true everyone 
nd order must change, but everyone 
l| ff must change with the knowl- 

edge of being connected to big- 
ger. larger processes 1 think for the West (he 
big transformation required is how will we 
get into a better world without necessarily 
having it premised on the privileged status 
of the West? How will ecological recovery 
take place without deciding how every trib- 
al should supply to European markets? 

We may begin to think less in terms of 
Consumpiion and more in terms of mean- 
ing, and quality of life 

what is 
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You often talk about women 
women's big mission in this transforma 
Han? 

That they don't have a mission. Part of the 
problem was that we had too many mission- 
aries in, the past. The first round of mission 
ancs went out and annihilated millions in 
the name of deliverance and the next round 
of missionaries went out and brought 'de- 
velopment' as the next mission Now they 're 
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The New Terror 
Weapons 


As the old National Security machinery frantically 
searches for new roles, the US military has come 
up with an astonishing idea: wars in which no One 
dies. Enter stage right*.* non-lethal warfare. 


I n 1993 the American Department Df 
Delence{DoD} released information to 
lhe media about a new concept called 
non-lethal warfare As was oUllined in 
TV programmes, articles, and a recent book, 
non-lethal warfare would involve the US 
equipping itself with weapons that disable 
■in enemy's war-making capability without 
large numbers of human casualties How- 
ever sensible non -lethal warfare may seem 
at first sight once analysed it is exposed as 
a facade created to hide uncomfortable posl- 
Cold War agendas. 

* To appear legitimate in the posi-Cold 
War wot Id future Amen can invasions will re- 
quire UK approval This will be 1 act I dated if 
ca sua I ti e & on the scale of t he bornb i ng ofl r aq 
in 1991 can be avoided Non Lethal Weap- 
ons (WI.Ws) can be used by rich aggressive 
states to give legitimacy to their invasions 
of other countries. 

* The US can contrast its "humane' meth- 
ods of war with the 'inhumane' methods of 
Lhe poorer countries it invades. Already 
American actions have media legitimacy' 
this can be enhanced by staged battles in 
which only American troops shed blood. 

- KlWis make war cheaper by reducing the 
need for interdiction raid 1 ! and reducing the 
damage to capital equipment in enemy terri- 
tory which may belong to Western companies 
* They offer the huge arms manufactur- 
ers a lifeline. Making nuclear missiles is now 
neither good economics nor good PR, These 
companies have long experience in a par- 
ticular set of N'LWs. as we discuss below. 

* Some KLWs have long been used in deal- 
mg with civil disturbances, blurring the dis- 
tinction between using police and military 
methods However the new equipment dis- 
cussed below will require operation by spe- 
cialist police squads or aoldL^rs - further 
militarising civil affairs Some NLWs are si- 
lent and invisible making it possible to cov- 
ertly deliver physical force in civil society. 

* NLWg will also make the application of 
covert military force much easier The mili- 
tary can apply force and dominate a situa- 
tion without obviously having done so. i.e. 
without the blood and collateral damage of 
overt power projection - artillery bombard- 
ments. airstrikes etc They would hide the 
real nature of an Amen can invasion from 
both the indigenous population and the 
world. 

* Is the concept of non- lethal warfare a 
cover io hide from the public something 
more sinister - a new and terrifying range 
of weapons for the military arsenal? 


thi 



Non-Lelhal Warfare 
Pentagon 

1993-4 saw the resolution of an 
internal war over KLW's within 
the US Department of Defence 
‘The conflict within the Pentagon 
centres an whether to keep non-le- 
tha / weapons s ecresed away in the 
'black part of the DoD jr budget, 
or to go into the 1 white J and make the pro- 
gram public. 

St resulted in the launch of the seemingly 
desirable concept of non-lethal warfare. 
There will be a massive investment pro- 
gram, aboul $lbn over the next few years, 
and an effort akin to the 5DI projecl is now 
under way. The Army's Training & Doctrine 
Command (TRADQC) is rewriting military 
strategy to account for the new weapons 
It states that ~A wide range of disabling meat 
ures now exists This was not true 10 years 
ago. u Clearly it was decided that NLWs had 
reached a stage of development that could 
no longer be hidden. Yet they released few 
details about the weapons systems to be 
used in a non-lethal conflict. Instead there 
was an increase in secrecy surrounding the 
’weapons that will form the backbone of the 
program 

Media attention was focused on useless 
gimmicks and riot-control equipment that 
has been in military use for three decades 
Do ihese require 5 1 bn of development fund- 
ing and a rewrite of military strategy? 
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Why Keep The System) Secret? 

The Pentagon used the language of yester- 
year claiming disclosure would aid an ene- 
my developing counter-measures. The real 
reason was that they feared the public would 
be outraged at these new terrifying weap- 
ons, which are clearLy intended to be used 
almost exclusively in an anh-personnel role 

The weapons ire so horrific that there was 
debate m the DoD about whether they vio- 
late treaties governing humanity in war The 
effects on the human body of the "most prom- 
t's mg" NLWs would be similar to banned 
weapons like mustard gas burns, burning 
blisters, blindness, nausea, and death in 
acute exposure. 

So what are these weapons? 

Frequency Weapons 

The weapons that the army is really inter- 
ested in can be termed Frequency Weapons 
[FWs] for they use the non -ionising part of 
the electromagnetic spectrum Examples 
are lasers. High Powered Microwave (HPM), 
infrasound, 'plasma bullet’ guns. Electro- 
magnetic Pulse [EM P] and radio frequency 
devices. Some FWs were developed under 
lhe SDI programme, which has now been 
scrapped, and have been given a new home 
under the ride NLW 

Frequency weapons “have the most paten - 
tfj/'as weapons yet there was very little in- 
formation released about them, and much 
on what is effectively updated riot -con trot 
technology [see illustrations over], It would 
not be a wild accusation to say that the Penta- 
gon is anxious to hide lhe capability of its FWs, 

There has been more information re- 
leased about lasers [see i 31 usl rations] than 
other FWs. It is also known (hat there are 
plans to use microwave dr vices that act Tike 
an outward-workmg microwave oven v on !he 
battlefield. One use is explained by the Wad 
Street Journal. " potent microwaves could 
be deployed to detonate enemy ammunition 
dumps before the munitions could be used" 

FWs are Anti -Personnel Weapons 

The Pentagon uses lahguage that hides the 
real anti-personnel functions of FWs. Lasers 
"blind enemy sensors" but only "dazzle cne- 
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my pilots " Wh cn an ti ■ person net uses a re ad- 
dre ssed th e victims of bl in d ne ss or 'explod- 
ing eyeballs ~ are not enemy soldiers, but 
''terrorists " 

The Pentagon is suggesting that N LWs are 
primarily for use against weapons plat forms 
rather than people However the TRADOC 
make 1 ? it clear that people are the weak link 
in weapons systems and that MLWs ate be- 
ing developed as an advance in anti-person- 
nel weaponry 

Microwave and laser weapons exist chat 
can rum human beings into fireball* It is all 
a matter of wattage A weapon that one 
minute temporarily blinds or renders an Cm 
emy unconscious can the next, with a turn 
of the 'power level' dial, cut them in two or 
'cook their internal organs" Mon-lethal for 
CMIM. lethal when the media are not around 
to see MWs give a new spectrum of op- 
tions" as TRADOC puts it. 

A Frequency Weapons Bart? 

Frequency weapons are a leap in technolo- 
gy, they arc as different from existing weap^ 
ons as poison gas was in the First World War. 
Fxjsting treaties concentrate on banning 
named technologies such as chemical 
agents or fragmenting bullets, which are 
deemed too inhumane However the Gene- 
va Conventions, the 1972 Biological Warfare 
Convention or the Chemical Warfare Con- 
vention. arc based on an abhorrence of the i 
effects ot these wea pc ns It would see m ] ike- 
ly that lasers which can explode the eyeballs 
of a soldier ’or mLtrowaves which “cook your 
insides 'would be seen as inhumane and be 
banned One laser weapons expert no led' 
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“I don l know that non-lethality is all that ha- I 
mane " 

Well aware that they would be banned the 
Pentagon came clean about the existence 
of n on-lethal weapons including vague de- 
tails about frequency weapons They pre- 
empted any criticism of them with n media 
campaign to make them seem MORE hu- 
mane lhan exi sting weapons. It is very diffi- 
cult to criticise as inhumane a weapon that 
is shown in the media, as heralding the be- 
ginning of an era of wars without death. As 
long a* the Pentagon can prevent disclosure 
of i nhu mane an n personnel functions it will 
be very difficult to get FWs banned 

The EMP bomb 

During the Gull' war in 1991 cruise missiles 
with EMP warheads were used against the 
Iraqis. This information was released via the 
American military trade publication Defence 
lVews\r\ April 1992, but was not referred to 
when the PCLW announcements were made 
in 1993, This is highly significant The 1993 
announcements talked ot the FMP devices 
being in development ‘ yet they wore de- 
ployed for military use in 1991 Therefore 
advanced development had taken place dur- 
ing the 1980s. 

Even more significant is thai the Sunday 
Telegraph (27/9/92) earned a piece (con- 
firmed by the MOD) on the development of 
a British microwave FMP bomb. yet makes 
no reference to the American's use of simi- 
lar weapons in the Gulf War. The article ex- 
plains that the bombs “ work by emitting a 
massive pulse of rad to energy [ which) would 
render humans unconscious by sort unhung neu- 
ral paths m the brain but would not cause lasl- 
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ing injury* It refers to the microwave EMP 
bomb as "an outs; re stun grenade’, clearly 
showing that this Weapon is designed to be 
used against people. The Telegraph article 
refers to the radio wave emitted from it res- 
onating at a "set frequency”, This means that 
the military have identified a particular fre- | 
qucncy that effects the human brain and arc 
not }ust relying on a scatter-gun effect of a 
broad spectrum of frequencies. This would 
have required extensive microwave EMP re- 
search on human subjects. But who would 
consent to being exposed to cancer caus- 
ing Electro-Magnetic Pulses? 

In issue 2 we looked at the case of the 
Verneys Here Armen Victorian looks at the 
story of Robert Strom. Wc leave the reader 
to draw conclusions about whether both 
were victims of a secret Frequency Weap- 
ons development and. testing program. 
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The Killing of Robert Strom 

Armen Victorian looks at the case of Robert Strom, an em- 
ployee of Hie Hoeing Corporation for 27 years. During work 
for them he contracted a tare type of leukaemia. Strom 
then discovered that he was the unwitting victim of exper- 
iments by Boeing into Hie effects of Electromagnetic Pulses 
(EMP) on people. With his health in terminal decline he used 
the last of his energy on a lawsuit against his employer. 


W hen interviewed on CBS's. ”60 
Minutes (March 5th 1969, “Strom 
vs Boeing yhe was asked by Mike 
Wallace - '‘What do you wont from the Boeing 
Company now?'\ Strom answered: ''The Boe- 
ing Company can't give me anything I want, f 
want to fiver fie added. ”My death is immi- 
nent, and I know that. And it is difficult to 
hold back the anger I feel for the Boeing Com- 
pany They've violated basic human rights, and 
used criminal ethics in their treatment of BMP 
(tteefromagnetic Pulse] workers " 

Jn I960 scientists discovered how EMP 
created (ram their nuclear tests was disa- 
bling and disarming circuit breakers sever- 
al hundreds of miles away. They noticed how 
one such bJasL could totally paralyse weap- 
on systems in a theatre of war. Protecting 
these systems against EMP became a sop 
priority. Boeing was awarded contracts from 
the U5 Air Force to test the effects of EMP 
on missile systems. 

Robert Strom started work on EMP tests 
at Boeing in Seattle back in 3 933. His task 
was to test missile protection systems 
against EMP To do so, he used a high-volt- 
age EMP simulator, firing it hundreds of 
times per day inside an enclosed room. He 
was never told anything about the hazards 
of being in the same room; 7 was not in- 
formed in any way " It was clear that Boeing 
had not told Strom anything about the seri- 
ous and dangerous nature cf his continuous 
exposure to high levels of elec fro magnetic 
radiation. "They told me the work was per- 


fectly safe J ! What is more, he was not told \ 
that Boeing were carrying out an on-going 
medical study of its EMP workers. After each 
routine health check, Strom was given a 
ctean bill of health. It came as a shock to 
him when he was told in a physical that he 
had a chronic, rare and fatal type of myel- 
ogenous leukaemia (bone marrow cancer), 
with no apparent cure. 

By chance Strom discovered that his was 
not the first suspicious case of cancer con- 
tracted whilst working on a Boeing EMP 
program. Via another Boeing employee he 
learned that in 1968 Boeing had started a 
top secret EMF project at an Air Force 
Minuteman missile site called Indian Six in 
Cascade, Montana, One of the 17 Boeing 
technicians at the site, Jim Dayton, devel- 
oped skin cancer within 2 years of working 
there. Dayton worked within feet of an EMP 
ar ray "pulsing 660, 000 volts Hebei loves that 
the EMP pulser caused his cancer and the 
deaths of 3 of the 17 Boeing workforce, Rus- 
sell Lawson. Roy Jagor and Colonel Prince. 
Lawson contracted the same rare leukaemia 
as Strom. Dayton graphically described his 
death; 

"Lawson. . took about a year or so to die 
and he kept working doing it. And it was terri- 
ble to see every day. He just shrivelled away. * 

The Montana employees had blood tests 
once a month, but were not told the reason 
for this close interest in their health 

With this tip-off Strom became deter- ! 
mined to discover why the company allowed 


him to be exposed to iethat doses of EMP 
radiation. He asked Boeing medical staff if 
he had contracted what Lhey were testing 
him for, “You have a valid reason for spying 
that 11 was the reply Boeing were admitting 
that they knew that Strom's EMP exposure 
couid cause cancer and that they were col- 
lecting data on the effecLs of his exposure 
without telling him, With this admission he 
filed a lawsuit against them. This forced 
Boeing to hand over documents about EMP 
research. The information they contained 
was astonishing. As far back as 1971 Boe- 
ing were aware that EMP was harmful and 
Boeing Medical staff wrote they were " . . in 
a unique position to evaluate some aspects of 
the biological effects on man ". Strom's law- 
yer asserts that these documents prove that 
Boeing was fully aware that EMF work 
would have severe health effects and that it 
was conducting an on-going programme to 
collect and analyse data on the effects of this 
exposure. Boeing however continued to 
deny that EMP posed a health risk. 

A epidemiologist. Dr. Sam Milhan, found 
that 3 cases of leukaemia out of 360 EMP 
employees is 40-50 limes expected rates and 
believes that Strom ", got his disease from 
that [EMP] exposure”. When a report com- j 
piled for Boeing came to the same conclu- 
sion it had "'Bad Report!” written across its 
coven much to consternation of its compil- 
er Dr. Ralph Coates. 

During his CBS interview Strom described 
the human cost of this secret experimentation: 

'And, as I sat in my dining roam , work- 
ing my way through this amount of infor- 
mation they had given me, I saw the truth 
revealed, I saw that we were actually 
used as human subjects. My wife sat in 
the kitchen, typing what I wrote as com- 
ments to the interrogatories, and / could . 
Listen to my wife crying as she typed what 
/ had written. And / couid hear her say ; 
“Damn them, damn them /** For we knew 
then what had reaffy happened, what the 
Company had ready done, " 


Radiological Warfare: The Secret Human Experiments 

by refusing. 


I n Open Eye 2 we investigated the case of 
Mr Verncy who claimed that for a period 
of 6 months he was the victim of a secret 
microwave weapons testing project. It 
seemed incredible to suggest that the mili- 
tary were using a retired middled a 55 cou- 
ple living in Kent as guinea pigs in testing 
the latest secret weaponry. Yet that very 
year, 1983, Boeing Corporation was exper- 
imenting on its own employees whilst work- 
ing on a military contract. 

Are there any precedents for this behav- 
iour? In December 1 993 the Clinton Admin- 
istration released records that showed how 
military experiments had been conducted 
on at least 500,000 people mostly without 
their consent. The initial furore focused on 
Radiological Warfare (RW) experiments 
However it came to light that the experi- 
ments covered a whole range of new weap- 
ons, from LSD to Mustard gas, although as 
yet nothing has been released about Freqcn- 
cy Weapons. 

The Radiological Warfare experiments 


were j us ti tie d by Eal k of the n eed to i n vesti- 
gate the effects of fallout front a Russia nu- 
clear attack. A key figure, Dr. Joseph G. 
Hamilton, described the real applications of 
this experimental data: developing offensive 
we apons. "One of the principal strategic uses 
of fission products will probably be against the 
civilian population of large cities. ” Hamilton 
wrote that his idea of finding healthy human 
volunteers to inhale near-lethal doses of ra- 
dioactive aerosols to assess the effectiveness 
ofRWhad a little of the Buchenwald touch". 

The most culpable experiments were con- 
ducted on sections of the population most 
dependent upon the state for care and nur- 
ture. They fed radioactive milk to mentally 
handicapped children, exposed to radiation 
healthy males incarcerated in prisons, inject- 
ed plutonium into the terminally ill, and fed 
radioactive pills to pregnant women who re- 
lied upon hospitals to deli ver their children. 
If consent was asked for it was usually giv- 
en as people dependent on the state are 
unlikely to want to be seen as making a fuss 


Michigan Congressman John Conyers 
notes that " Radiation experiments are only 
part of the story", and warns that “The only 
way to make sure that this doesn't go on any- 
more Is to expose every port of it " Other ex- 
p eri ments that have been uncovered 
included the release of radioactive com- 
pounds in 739 cities as part of a biological 
warfare testing, and putting chemical war- 
fare agents cm the skins of 60.000 military 
personnel. 

Many people died or were maimed by 
these experiments but compensation may 
be rule d out as i t woul ri creal c an enormous 

financial burden for the federal government " 
Some of these tests continued until 1973. 

During the Cold War military necessity 
justified the most inhuman experiments 
There a re terrible costs for up if the military 
continue to see the population as expenda- 
ble subjects for testing the latest weaponry 
on. These experiments are highly likely to 
have been duplicated in the UK, 
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Heretical 

Science 

Alternative medicine, AIDS 
- and Duncan Campbell 
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I n early 1994 Open Eye received a re 
view copy of Dirty Medicine — Science, 
Biy Business and the Assault an Natural 
Healthcare Written by Leftwing inves 
hgative writer Martin Walker, it set out to 
expire the tactics Walker believes are be- 
ing used to discredit natural alternatives ro 
drug-based medicine— it is a compelling 
read 

In February 1994 the book was publicly 
launched with a meeting at a Russell Square 
hotel Oni si tie -uninvited — stood the stony- 
faced and determined figure of Duncan 
Campbell, the renowned anti-establishment 
investigative journalist, with a team intent 
on. get i mg phot cs of the participants as they 
arrived and departed. 

This intrusive behaviour, which some of 
the audience found intimidating, was initially 
hard fm . 1 * to comprehend. Over the follow- 
ing months though, we found out that 
Duncan Campbell has for some time 
been :i major media voice putting j 
orthodox medicine's case against j 
natural, or complementary, / 
healthcare alternatives and / 
thei r supporters. Believing it to 
be full of inaccuracies, he 
wanted to discredit Walker's 
book and make sure that as 
few people as possible 
read If. j 

During the months fo l- j 
towing the launch, j 
Campbell wrote arti- 
cles, his lawyers sent / jg 
letters apologies j * 
and retractions ap-4^ 
pea red tit two publica- 
tions which had printed praise 
for the book or criticisms of his ac- ^ 
dons, shops distributors and its Finnish 
printer were pressured into dropping the 
book A s a tr s ij 1 1 Dirty Medicine is no w a vai t- 
able only by mail from its publisher, Sling- 
shot Publications. In one part of his 
campaign against the book Campbell was 
given two pages of space — which he used 
io attack Walker and others — in a magazine 
supplement to Lbe Observer called, ironical- 
ly U no enso re ■ 1 The Observer soon received 
some 2 OH letters, full of complaints about 
naccuraCtes and distortions. After printing 
four of these letters prominently under the 
he a di n g The Truth about Aids Censorship " 
the Observer vm made to print an apology 
stating lhai Duncan Campbell has a reputa- 
tion as cm upholder office debate " and (hat. 
they had no intention of suggesting that he 
"seeks to stifle open discussion with those who 
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take contrary wens" The following Sunday, 
as part of the Observer retraction a letter 
appeared from Campbell, staring that he had 
never tried to stop publication of Ditty Med- 
icine or Jad Adams’ book AIDS - The HIV 
Myth an had been alleged jn one critical let 
ter. Campbell has since told Open ^ethat 
the Observer agreed to pay EB.ODO in dam- 
ages after printing the critical letters, 

Not long after the book's launch Camp- 
bell sought out the editors nf Open Eye at a 
conference on "Aids and Nutrition’ given by 
ihe British Nutrition Foundation — voice of 
Ihc processed food manufacturers — at 
which he seemed to be an admired guest, 
despite not being a speaker himself He 
made it dear that he had been making en- 
quiries about us — commenting on the diffi- 
culty he had in uncovering some personal 
information— and wanted to advise us on 
our forthcoming article Not unreasonably 
ho was keen to make sure we understood 
his side “ Martini working for the pharma- 
ceutical industry and Tm not ' he told 
us. Ferhaps we were jumping 
to the wrong conclu- 
, sic ns, perhaps Campbell 
/ was right? Phone- calls fol- 
j lowed and a meeting in a 
t north London pub, putting 
j Open Eye in a unique position 
/ to investigate the views of 
both sides. 

The following account is 
more or less chronological — 
dealing first with our impressions 
/ of the book, then Campbell s suc- 
j cess at suppressing it and our own 
look into the Health Watch group — 
j one of the subjects of Dirty Mediant 
/ It finishes with Campbell's explan a - 
' - ! (ions for his actions and his further ar- 
guments against the book— produced in an 
effort to change our view. The result is an 
original insight into a vital debate. 

Although this debate has been seen su- 
perficially by some as a personal row be- 
tween two Investigators and despite 
Campbell's suggestion to us that "it would 
be sensible in the interests of alternative medi- 
cine " if we dropped all mention of the book, 
it has become transparently clear that at the 
centre of this debate is a fundamental para 
digm clash that should not continue to be 
swept under the carpet 

The big business assault on natural 
healthcare - as seen by Martin Walker 

Walker has whiten a number of books, on 
subjects such as deaths in prison, police vig- 



M.irtin Walker, the leftwing author 

of Dirty Me die me 


ilnntism and the policing of the miners' 
strike. He also gave his analysis of the Tra- 
falgar Square 'police riot' on Channel 4's 
documentary abouE the 199Q Poll Tax dem- 
onstration He is an avowed socialist (with 
green leanings) and, as expected, always 
writes from the point of view of the under- 
dog Even Militant g ave his book an analyt- 
ical and favourable review 
Dirty Medicine is long, fact-filled and very 
contentious — we will see precisely where 
Duncan Campbell disagrees with it laier. It 
begins by tracing the rise of scientific med- 
icine in ihc United States and the history of 
'anti-quackery' campaigns against practi- 
tioners and promoters of alternatives to 
pharmaceutical medicine. Walker analyses 
the role of the Rockefeller empire in en- 
trenching orthodox medicine and the rise of 
(he 'medico- indust rial compiex' — a network 
of self-supporting vested interests which in- 
clude processed food, agrochemical and 
pharmaceutical manufacturers. 

Such groups, he believes, had a common 
interest and ivould often unite in campaigns 
and attacks against so-called 'health fraud' 
and quackery' In the IJS these have recent- 
ly ranged from state-supported armed raids 
on nuEnl lonists to the less violent but equally 
devastating withdrawal of medical insurance 
to patients seeking unorthodox' treat me nls. 
The American Medical Association was it- 
self found guilty of conspiring to destroy the 
profession of chiropractic in 1987. Advoca- 
cy of vitamins or organic food would be rid- 
iculed as 'nutritional nonsense' and there 
were frequent charges of charlatanism, 
Martin Walker sees the years 1385 and 
1986 as marking the arrival in Britain of 
these campaigns in support of industria 
food and pharmaceuticals. Early victi ms had 
no idea of the forces and opinions covertly 
ranged against them In 1988 a prominent 
French biologist, Dr Jacques Benveniste. 
was shocked when his paper — published in 
Nature after five years of study and ap- 
pearing la provide an explanation for ho- 
moeopalhy — ignited a crescendo of 
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French biologist Dr 
Jacques Berwermte 
warns of the new 
'Ayatollahs of science' 


damaging personal abuse, This turned to 
outrage when a follow up investigation aim- 
ing at 'scientifically discrediting his Findings 
was carried cut by -i three-man team .ndu.l 
ing l he ex-magician and famous 'debunkor' 
James 'the Amazing' Randi and an Amen- 
can ‘quackbusting journalist Even his sci- 
entific paper had been printed only 
grudgingly in Nature, with the accompani- 
ment Of a controversial and unprecedented 
edi tonal which called his results into ques- 
tion 

A more recent paper published m The 
Lancet in December 1994 concludes that 
either “ homoeopathy works, or the clinical tnal 
does rot" In spue of this positive rinding the 
eight 'Strong team of British researcher 5 
chase to focus their concluding discussion 
on the historical reluctance of orthodox 
medicine to accept reports of successful ho- 
moeopathic treatment This aversion was 
shown when “ Over a century ago the UK 
Genera/ Board of Health omitted the success 
of homoeopathic treatments in the London chol- 
era epidemic in their statistical return to Tar- 
/lament’ as such reports mtghl promote a 
medical practice which is opposed to the 
maintenance of truth and to the progress of 
science " 

Clinical ecology, more recently termed en- 
vironmental medicine, has been particular- 
ly hard hit. This is the discipline that, in 
Walker's eyes, makes most explicit the link 
between industry, pollution and ill health, di- 
agnosing the medical consequences of the 
chemical recklessness described in books 
like Rachel Carson's Silent Spring These new 
allergists and immunologists deal with the 
effects of ingested and inhaled substances 
on (he human being and the resulting dis- 
eases from migraine, eczema and alopecia 
through ro arthritis and cancer Clinical ecol- 
ogists have highlighted such dangers as lead 
in pe I ro I pass i v e s mo ki ng a nd , m ore rec & fit- 
ly, the danger of oi ttanopho^phorous sheep 
dips, household fungicidal! sprays and pos- 
sible cancer-causing electrical Helds. 

Walker's own investigations began in ear- 
ne.M when a young mother came to him at 
ter her child's ifeatmeni at a specialist 
hospital was put in jeopardy by the with- 
drawal of medical cover by an insurance 


company. The hospital in 
question, the Breakspear | 

hospital, was a unique Sk^ J 
centre dealing with the di- OffKa 
agnosii and treatment r?f 
chemical sensitivity and m ait 
allergy The hospital and 
its founder, Dr Jean Mon- 
ro, had come in for heavy B£H| „ 
criticism in a TV program I m\ 

which staff had believed •. 

would be a balanced look '■ y 

at the subject of ME and + 4 - m 
allergy. Walker's investi- 1*?^ 

gation convinced him that ' — 

Dr Monro had in fact been set up and sys- 
tematically smeared in order to discredit her 
and the Held she has helped pioneer Her 
treatments were linked in the programme 
ro a suicide a nd criticised for their cost which 
was pori rayed as leading guilible patients 
inro misery and near -destitution Walkers 
book however points out that Dr Monro was 
doing ground-breaking research- suppres- 
sion oi T cell function by patient s: exposed 
•o damaging chemicals or viruses for in- 
stance— ^o me yearn before AIDS would 
make the importance of the T-cell common 
knowledge. 

Not far into his research Walker came 
icross some of Ihe quackbustmg articles 
written by Duncan Campbell for the New 
Statesman. He read hiird-hitting articles with 
names like Pretty Poison', 'Positively Un- 
healthy (an attack on the holistic AIDS 
group Positively Healthy and its co-founder 
Cass Mann) and 'Let them eat shit'. V was 
rocked on my heels by their power " , h e wri tes, 
" and utterly convinced of their authority " 
What a stroke of luck. then, that he had been 
asked to look ac the case of Dr Monro who, 
unlike all these cases ol obvious quackery, 
had clearly been 'framed' without justifica- 
d on , Wa I ker felt At the ce ntre o f a 11 ! lie many 
quackbusdng campaigns he began to look 
into. Walker found the members and influ- 
ence of a group called HealthWatch (HW), 


or The Campaign against Health Fraud' 
(CAHF) as il was called until 1991 Camp- 
bell had himself written that he 'gladly 
joined" this new campaigning group when 
he heard about it, and "enthusiastically wel- 
come the recent launch of CAHF" His arti- 
cles often quoted its leading and most 
influential members, including Dr Vincent 
Marks and Professor John Garrow. giving 
seemingly unbiased scientific backing to his 
arguments, Quotes however usually avoid 
any mermen of their membership of CAHF/ 
HW. 

As Walker found himself drawn into fol- 
lowing up other ‘victims" of HealthWatch, 
he found similar patterns of what he sees as 
unwarranted victimisation which appeared 
to have nothing to do with care, justice or 
the socialised medicine that he imagined he 
and Campbell, as socialists, believed tn. 
' Over the nerf few months with a tenable hope- 
lessness , he Writes, "it began to dawn on me 
that everything which Campbell had written 
was oddly off-centre . . . and gravely biased . ' ' 


Health Watch - Enhancing informed choice 
through reliable information' 

The first Health Watch Steering Committee 
was assembled in l&8fl by medical journal- 
ist Caroline Richmond and set itself (he task 
Ol rooting out fraudulent -ind untested med- 
icines and treat ments H ?alth Watch seemed 
peculiarly at odds with 
public opinion evidenced 
by polls to be overwhelm 
ingly in favour of in- 
creased access to the 
various 'alternative' and 
'complementary' 
healthcare treatments 
Much of the organisa- 
tion's energy has been 
spent arguing that food 
supplements arc promot- 
ed as medicines and 
should therefore be treat- 
ed in the same man ner as 
their pricy pharmaceuti- 
cal counterparts Here 
lies a major problem It 
can cost hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds to get a 
pharmaceutical drug test- 
ed patented, and onto 
the market Natural med- 
icines, on the other hand, 


Anqrred by our claim in Iha Slplirrblr itiu* that 'quack- 
butting" iokttligilivv [Oiitntliii pljNCAN CAMPBELL. 
■1 b5-1>tiij On bih*lt oi tht Campaign Ag#init Hf*lth Fraud, 
the id-cilkd Quidbutttfi', Mr Campbell ukid for a 
right of reply, t)«cauip of thtr major impact his onquirlns 
sports tr* having cm tha natural medic In a* movement 
uwi hivt kttn happy to obliga Hare is his rciponif. 

'Caveat emptor is unacceptable in healthcare' 
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Duncan Campbell and his team at 
the launch, A lookout relayed 
information back by mobile phone 
from in and around the hotel 


tm usually cheap, unpatentable and because 
they art 1 often preventative — Walker ar- 
gues— a threat to the basic principles of 
pharmaceuticals The free market to this 
case is a luxury that the drug multinationals 
can t afford It is, after all. according to the 
World Bank s figures, an annual S2Z0 billion 
market lhal is dl slake here. 

Health Watch notabl> intervened when d 
number of trials and a QED programme 
found that multivitamin pills seemed to in- 
crease [hi IQ of schoolchildren. The vita- 
min-supplying company was vilified on 
another television programme — with the 
hdp of Health Watch scientists — and was . N 
r e p or t ed t o a u Ihori ti e s for allege dly mak J 
mg t h i lilsL' claim on their packaging that >, 
the claimed benefit would be universal ^ 
Company director. Dr Woodward, dis- * 
misses the criticism as absurd — the same L_ 
- ^ i c e interpretation of packaging would 
criminalise aspirin too which cannot claim 
tn umver alb stop headaches Even the 
prosecunon ih the case conceded that 1 
million children could benefit, if not his es- 
timate of 3 million, Dr Woodward told Open 


IQ has. in laet. long been linked to die- 
tary deficiencies in the Third World and, al- 
though i lealthWatch marked their campaign 
and court case as a victory, the debate stilt 
rumbles on. Rt cently Professor Donald Na- 
ismith continued the arguments to discred- 
i positive vitamin trial findings in a specialist 
academic jou rnal Asa consultant to SHAC- 
MA (the Snack, Nut and Crisp Manufactur- 
er--:' Association;', Naismith can certainly 
claim to be an expert on the modem diet 
Campbell's own articles typically refer 
ri r i gii i v 1 4 . v Harm *s pills, expensive quack rem- 
edits end worthless diet regimes, which are 
dangerous to . h* afth ' {New Statesman 29/ 
0/89) Campbell's view is, undoubtedly sin- 
cei r and there is no evidence that he is fi- 


agenl. were pulped The herb comfrey loo 
was banned alter a mere three adverse re- 
actions worldwide, according to the Socie- 
ty for the Promotion of Nutritional Therapy', 
and even those apparently idiosyncratic 
The Society has received no reports of !ox- 
ictty from Its survey among heavy song-term 
users 

Despite claims of evenhandedness, a flick 
through recent copies of the HeallhWalch 
newsletter reveals that They are animated 
almost entirety by unorthodox medicine 
The tides of longer items m recent issues 
include " Serious disease claims made for food 
supplements ", " Surges in herbal sales will fa l 
tee ", " Homoeopathic sales can continue with- 
out proof of efficacy" , “ Critics challenge Boots 
herb move ' and" Chestnut seeds in HIV mar- 
keting fear" . 

Allergies are another concern of Heallh- 
Wiiich Two of the founding members con 
Ifi billed to a Royal College of physicians 
report in 1992 which described as. alterna- 
tive the suggestions that asthma, migraine, 
rheum atoid arthritis and eczema can be pro- 
moted by sensitivities to food and addit ivcs. 
Many doctors are however using precisely 
nan dally rewarded by drugs companies for these concepts in their practices, thus avoid- 

bis articles Campbell has tended to focus ihglttf-long use of palliative medication Tht 

his exposes on what he sees as a "damaging \ port itated that those who gu lo allergy 

campaign against orthodox treatments for s pc cl a 1 1st ■- m ay act u al Ey need psych i a t r i c 

Aids" . m particular "the effective anti-AIDS treatment and that any benefit from allergy 

c drug ACT" ( Capita! Gay , 13/10/89). Such 1 1 1 e i pv wa i p robabiy a piaeeb o e £f eel 

exp OS 6s oft en q u ote H e alihWa tch m cm b er s 
T foroff che-cuff comments cm the alternative Whol HealthWafcb dewesfl't tell us 

s approaches. "// is pseudo-science and scare- Pre ;cnted with so many Tacts' about obscs- 

s m angering nonsense which does mare harm sive diets and useless and/or dangerous 

e than good ' {New Statesman 29/9/89), Dr food -supplements, it is easy to lose sight 

rc David Pearson opines in one article Chau- impleiely of the ongoing scientific ddMte 
man of HealthWatch, Professor Vincent aboul nulrif ion and the fundamental shift in 

a Mai ks, is always good for scientific backup the way dial ihe medical world views vita- 

e too with pithy erudite quotes like ' 'quack- mans, An eight -page report on the 'Vitamin 

try Charlatanism' 'gobbledegook" [New Revolution' in Newsweek in. June 1993 gave 

Statesman 29/9/ 89) When it comes to Ireai- a reasonably balanced view: " if even half of 

n ing those With AIDS Campbell appears to today's promising leads pan out, they could 

change ot/r whole approach to nutrition" . 

' : ’ A -' I f" A riutriii crust from Tuft'S r IniveriR V 

Shark con "professor" exposed raadc dear 1 lhal " ver ? dara 

i.,r<pv*Np iwmll r to suggest that nutrients can promote op ft- 

A recent loss controversial tjuackbusting article chrome disease 

about a cancer treatment using shark cartilage P 0,n,,n « ou ' a]so tha ‘ 
dtgm Another view HealthWatch would 



Shark con '"professor" exposed 


I.* r>rV*4l£i 


see tht: liHuaiiun in black and white rerms 
terms which arc usually similar to those of 
the medical establishment. ~ AZT fisj the most 
efficacious treatment yet discovered " and far 
better than 'expensive, hut worthless vitamin 
pills and supplements'’. 

I r ensure from Health Watch has certainly 
b rough I results I’he natural tranquil! izcr L- 
trypLuphan was hastily banned although 
NewsweckwtnAA report that some research- 
ers felt that ihc danger came only from one 
specific contaminated batch. As it turned out 
Eli-Lilly s highly profitable mind-altering 
chemical tranquillizer Prozac was soon to 
arrive on the scene. 

According to Walker, another natural sub- 
stance organic germanium, was banned 
within a month of Campbells article ‘Pret- 
ty Poison" even (hough the poisoning scare 
which preceded the ban was, he says, for 
another iypc oi germanium completely— a 
different substance Warehoused copies of 
a book about its potential uses, which spec- 
ulated about a possible ro-Eeas an anti-HIV 


find hard to swallow came from ‘consumer 
advocate' Alexander Schauss. * there Just is 
vidually no nsk associated with dietary sup- 
plements We might as weft take aspirin off the 
market hr co use people die of aspirin overtim- 
es'' Support for this view comes from orlho- 
dax British nutritionist Dr Tom Sanders, nf 
Ki ng 5 Co ll e g e wh a wro te in :he. , Sunday . Mir- 
ror in January 1994 " We now know that even 
people with a healthy' diet can benefit from 
taking supplements ' ' , 

An Observer article in April 1994 reported 
a recent research finding that women can 
significantly increase their chances of recov- 
ery from breast cancer by changing their 
diet Marked improvements in health were 
found in women who took dietary supple- 
ments rich m vitamins and minerals anti- 
oxidant vitamins C, E. and beta-carotene 
selenium fatty adds as found in fish oils and 
anothi i substance known as vitamin 0 "Hie 
selection of dietary supplements was made 
after an analysis of all the available sdentit 
ic and medical literature on the anti-cancer 
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mg' articles as Sate as 1994. As usual no men 
lien is made a f a possible conflict of inter- 
est arising from the fact that Garrow is 
Secretary of HealthWatch. To the unin- 
formed reader he is simply Professor of 
Human Nutrition at St Bartholomew's Hos 
pilal. presenting his unbiased expert opin- 
ion that yet another unorthodox treatment 
" cannot conceivably be scientifically sound or 
reasonable ' and is " absurd and fraudulent" 

( Tk* fndeptndent 8/2/ 94) 

Although ’qtiEickbusting' campaigners 
claim science is on their side, they have gar 
nered much of their success through the use 
til bogus' patients The modus operand i has 
been to send a pseudo-patient who will 
present a ialse case history to an unsuspret 
mg doctor — in the hope of receiving an in- 
criminating or erroneous diagnosis The 
later use of mai by media, with a hea vy dose 
of innuendo, may be enough to finish off a 
career even with no law or regulation in- 
fringed What is reprehensible about this 
journalistic method is that when the 'evi- 
dence' is presented, we have no record of 
any Conversations which might have I a ken 
place between the patient' and the practi 
t ion er. Th e practi t loner cou I d have be en t ol d 
anything. 

Sonic Health Watch members are not con- 
vinced of the usefulness of a non-scientif- 
ic', human-interest approach to health. 
Professor Garrow is quoted in a recent news- 
letter as saying “1 m worried about quoting 
the odd weirdo ' who dropped dead ' Media 
aware Nick Ross put the other side, 'anec- 
dote is the mai nstay of journalism ■ it is hu ma " 
nature la empathise with stories about individ- 
uals while remaining unperturbed by statist res 
whatever their implications!* 

The Health Watch newsletter gets tied up 
in some embarrassing knots when it tries to 
juggle she group's subjective dislike of the 
alternative therapies with its professed de- 
sire to be objective. These contradictions 
were obvious in the Health Wat eh response 
after the Labour Party's Dawn PrimaroLo is- 
sued a report concluding that complemen- 
tary therapies are 'cost-effective, 
f saving money by avoiding cost- 

"x ly drug treatment and sur- 
\ g*ry“ and that ''the 
¥7 j i I medical efficacy of the 

< \ ^ | | ] most popular and well es- 

J tablished therapies is well 
accepted' Dismissing La 
boilr's “surprisingly uncritical 
acceptance - . HealthWatch asks 
for ' a free choice based on as much reli- 
able information as possible" . However, in the 
real world, they add, “ unconventional medi- 
cine often costs time and money that could be 
better spent on other needs " Converse! y they 
also .stale that complementary medicine 
" may save money " '. " many heaters and prac 
titianers of fringe medicine want only to help 
the patient at a reasonable charge — or even 
none'' Yet they have also said — contradict- 
ing Ihemselvcs again — that “ the extra cost 
to the N US could be a serious burden '" J n spite 
of their much-voiced 'safety' fears about al- 
ternatives Health Watch conclude that such 
therapies ~ seem to rely mainly on their ability 
to soothe and relax, or on their placebo effect 
the danger of physical harm is small "Their 
motto of 'tree choice based on reliable its 


when cancer becomes common ”. And apart 
from smokers "the chance of getting cancer 
is less than it was a hundred years ago 
Cancer of the stomach, for example, occurs 
much less Often than it used to. Nobody knows 
why And when children get cancer they are 
now far more often cured. 

HealthWatch do though teD us that pre- 
vention ts always better than cure ” and make 
some suggestions. Along with the obvious 
danger of smoking, " too much exposure to the 
sun makes skin ameer more likely. And cer- 
tain diets probably lessen the chances of get- 
ting certain kinds of cancer But the evidence 
is not as clear cur as it is with cigarettes " Ar- 
guably, it 3 s; exactly the research and treat- 
ments that are frowned upon by 
HcalthWatch which look most promising 
and in need of urgent investigation 

Perhaps it is understandable that such 
nev, paradigm ideas are not mem toned in 
the HcalthWatch newsletter hot there are a 
number of more traditional areas of public 
conrcrn that likewise receive little mention 
unnecessary death?, drug side -effects, drug 
company slush funds, bribes, and medical 
misdiagnoses that seem to be rhe almost dai- 
ly fare of conventional medicine Indeed 
medically -induced (iatrogenic) disease is 
often put at around 15% or more of ail dis- 
ease Oprah Winfrey devoted a recent show 
to the 125,000 US citizens who apparently 
die each year from " adverse reaction to pre- 
scription drugs ' (Channel 4 confirmed this 
shocking figure which we thought might 
have been misrepotted). A Harvard study 
came up with an even higher figure, a grue- 
some 150.000 deaths through neglect If 
there are similar reports in Britain, Health- 
Watch ha:i done nothing to draw at lent ion 
to them 


Vitamin diet 
lifts breast 
cancer hope 
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Antioxidants role in 
reducing cancer risk 


effects of vitamins and minerals Research- 
er Dr Knuct Lockwood, who has treated 200 
case* of breast cancer annually for the last 
A\: years, said "/ have never before seen a 
spontaneous regression of the type of breast 
tumours that we were treating m this trial, or 
comparable regression on any conventional 
ami- cancer therapy" The New Scientist in 
July 1994 reported studies showing that 
snv^ bean products " could be as effective as 
tamoxifen in preventing beast cancer " and 
would prevent the increased risk of other 
cancers chat is linked to tamoxifen use 
Around 1 4,000 women die of breast cancer 
m the UK per year Similar nutrient -based 
approaches lie increasingly being studied 
as therapies for AI DS 

According to the World Cancer Research 
Fund chanty there is “ wide agreement .. in 
the research community' that approximately 
$5% of all cancer deaths are related to die- 
, J i ir v fh tors Yet we see relatively bale work m 
this area" This inertia is fill the more dis- 
turbing in the light of a recent report in Sci- 
entific American Which sums up the lack of 
success with the conventional approaches. 
" there has been little to sho w far the $25 bil 
lion spent on the war on cancer . " ,J Critics ac- 
cuse it /the National Cancer Institute J of having 
neglected research aimed at prevention in fa- 
vour of the search far cores . accp rding to t he 
report Critics say there has so far just been 
tinkering when the real solution — preven- 
t id n — " a going to involve everybody over their 
whole lives ' ' Its going to involve cleaning up 
the workplace and the environment Its going 
to involve changing our diets 11 . 

Seventy- two experts wrote a tetter to the 
National Cancer Institute in 1993 accusing 
the 'Cancer Establishment’ of having “ con- 
tinually minimised the evidence for increasing 
cancer rates, which it has largely attributed to 
smoking and dietary fat, while discounting or 
ignoring the causal role of avoidable exposures 
to industrial carcinogens in the air. food, wa- 
ter and the workplace ” It goes on Lo state 
that— with a course of treatment for leukae- 
mia costing $100,000 or more — prevention 
must be the way forward in saving lives. 

Health Watch's own rather more compla- 
cent and orthodox view on cancer mortali- 
ty can be found in one of its 'position papers 
Mare pc i iptc get cancer now than did in the 
last century because more live to an age 


The HealthWolch rabonole 

The recurring rheme in HealthWatch-in- 
spired material is that a ' fust because it's natu- 
ral doesn't mean it's safe H A 

Heal th Watch- assisted BBC Watchdog Spe 
ciaT oft the healthfood industry broadcast 
in 1992 began by showing an 
assassination, based on 
•h.'f -■! V :r 

umbrella — the toxin. 

of course, was tiatu- B B KBI [ l f . 

T f- :'i J: 

products such as herbs 
and vitamins seem dangerous, 
and Eo discourage their use. Although 
the BBC deny that they used Heafth Watch 
as consultants lor the programme one of 
their most vigorous proponents. Professor 
John Garrow, appeared on it five times and 
h a$ h i ms cif written that he was aske d to con - 
tribute in his capacity as Chairman of 
HcalthWatch. Coincidentally, the pro- 
gramme was produced by Sarah Caplin, wife 
of HealthWatch President and radio and tel 
evusiun journalist Nick Ross r well known as 
the frontman for 1 Crime watch . 

Although Duncan Campbell no longer 
professes to be a supporter and has denied 
past membership of HealthWatch — it is. he 
says, tOo easy a target for ‘conspiracy theo- 
rists — shis did not stop him from quoting 
Professor Gar row in a batch of quackbust- 
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formation nn^ hollow gLven their overall 
condition ■ " We fear that for the NHS at this 
hme to expand its use of untested remedies 
CQidd divert money time and resources from 
where they wit/ da most good." Be tore l he 
door to complementary medicine is even 

opened u 25 slam me d firmly shut 

Other Heallh Watch members are against 
any sort of compromise with the unortho- 
dox Petr Skrsbanck was given a quarter of 
an issue to lay our his far-fetched claim that 
unwittingly 1 HealthWatch could help alterna 
five practitioners subvert medicine." How 
could Health Watch members believe, ht 1 
wondered, that "prompting testing of j 
■in ■ v methods would gt v us anywhere 
V believe he wrote ' 'hot Health- 
Hatch should drop me pretence of be 
tng able to 'test meaningfully 
preposterous claims Let us not be ac- 
cessories to the perfidious plan of the 
alternativists to infiltrate medicine and 
subvert it from wtthtn ' Like the 
Church fathers refusing to look through G<il 
jleo's telescope he has no need to look at 
experiments he simply knows they must he 
wrong. 

A recent Health Watch article describes 
the ' alarming growth m anti-science views and 
attitudes in both Russia and Germany " . Clear- 
ly civilisation is threatened by the German 
teachers who are apparently especially 
prone to joining specific trends "AGAtiXS'f 
biotech oology A GA /A S T nuclear po at er 
AGAINST genetic engineer} ng while on the 
ctne r hand overemphasising environmental 
i . sues without sufficient reflection or differ- 
entiation: We're told that some German 
biotechnology companies have even been 
driven to locate new facilities in other 
countries where there is greater public 
support 

Health Watch members in general see 
themselves as crusading for rationalism 
Walker's book clearly and in great detail 
links Health Watch to the British and Amer- 
ican organisations which promote the 
cause of science and rationality. We fear, 
w r j t es H ea Lch W at ch " that muck of the boom 
, ry alternative health industry actually r^p- 
resents in same wavs a somewhat unhealthy, 
backward step in public attitudes — away from 
' casern and the logical painstaking collection 
of reliable evident r and bock to the realms of 
blind faith and superstition " Regardless of any 
element of truth in this claim, HealthWatch 
certainly do not seem to be taking many 
>in ps forward 

Instead. Campbell— in his "Uncensored 
Observer arhde — is embattled in what he 
calls a “religious struggle against the cub- 
ists' and 'zealots' of nutritional medicine, 
clinical ecology arid suchlike who promote 
their "new mythologies which pretend to be 
sciences ' that " the public knows as alter- 
native medicine " " They do not carry weap- 
ons like the Ayatollah jr war nor s A he writes. 
'nut thee arc just as hard to guard against 
He includes a quote from a friend —and 
member of the British Nutrition Found a 
imn — who believes the intentions of organ 
ic food-proponetil and anri-AZT activist 
Cass Mann are "quite evil 1 Campbell grim- 
ly warns us that " Faith doesn't move moun- 
tains but it can lead the faithful to an cativ 
: teath -as at Jo nesta wn and Waco " F u] | s c r ■ 


entitle discussion of the merits and flaws in 
alternative iherapics is absent; this is not 1 he 
place to look for mentions of relevant sci- 
entific papers 

Who funds HoollhWcfch? 

Members of Health Watch arc aware-and 
dismissive — tit critics who hail darkly that 
1 the orgam nation is not ' truly independent but 
a mere front for the pharmaceutical industry, 
and our criticism of untested alternative treat- 
ments is prompted by desire to promote the 
sale of prescription -only drugs!' {H call h Watch 
Newsletter. Autumn 1993] 


The tfellcewe Foundation 
A^tra PhaipacQJl JcaL£ Ltd 

Pi leer Ltd 

Private Patients Plan 


uQao 

£ 250 
L 500 
£2000 


Records show donations from drug companies 
including Wellcome. Pfizer and Astra Pharmaceuticals 


Their January 1994 public tty shed asks 
“ Is HealthWatch a front far the drug compa- 
nies^ The answer “ Definitely not We are 
co mpleteh ■ indi y * ( m lent of the pharmOi cutical 
industry T End ot story? The sting in the 
iaiL foil ows underneath 'On the other hand, 
we do need money to carry on our activities 
We are prepared to accept donations form /sic/ 
the Pharmaceutical Industry but to preserve 
our independence we have resolved OS a mat- 


Brave, bold - buy it 


birty Medicine by Mjrtin J 
Walter (Slirtgibit, f\ f g! 
JSftKQ^l ^6-tC- 0 7 


however It it a Lrauk nnE ij 

t>- II . . tij ill .r > gK r.1 |P| 
lll^iiUivt Aid iQin^tinril- 

ury ir.rdidur and tTc layman 
ah' r I Euifaaticc ynu *ill noi 
br jbte tv pul it da wn - rvrfy 
pigr briFigs * Jifw rfvelst.C'11 


E-UTope from Ehrir early .n - 

iiiiv^s la (h* firtuF-riL d^y. 
H jilt rr turn l"if I'-i'i I It !;,iis i«f 

thuAt' involved In njIutAl 
Mjedicmc thflt th* camcntgus 
tiivj- been by b,^ 

business ifiinni* 

Extracts from JiACM s 
review of Dirty Medi- 
cine which it agreed 
10 withdraw 


ter of policy that not more than 25% of our 
income in any vear may come from any one 
company T Nick Ruis Supported this deci- 
sion. stating according to the min He* that 
the pharmaceutical and food industries had 
the greatest interest in the survival of CAHF 
and could be persuaded to contribute more eas- 
ily than other organisations. 

A quick check > 1 1 the Charities Commis- 
sion revealed only one period in which indi- 
vidual donations 10 HealthWatch were 
disclosed fKJlh July 1990 to end of May 
1991- — SEE BOX—). The largest donation. 
Irom Private Patients Plan, amounts \o near- 
ly 34% of their income for the periqd—even 
though Lhey had decided upnn a 2 5% limit 
from any single ‘interested party' Interest’ 
mgly. Private Patients Plan is one of (he 
medical insurance companies whose with- 
drawal of recognition for doctors almost 
closed Ehe Breakspeai allergy Hospital 
AZT-manufaclurer Wellcome donated 17% 
of the income The total of donations is 
much reduced in the following year though 
ihe other major source of income, “s.ub.'ienp- 
tions". suspiciously almost trebles, rising 
from £822 to £2212. despite the small 
number of members In 1993 Health Watch 
had a mere S 4 i members. 


According 10 Professor Garrow. Health- 
Watch s finances make 0 mockery of accusa- 
tions (hat it is m the pay of the drug industry." 
However, Walker argues, even inhere were 
not a penny in donations to HealthWatch 
the background oi the members gives ..1 dear 
indication of where their priorities will lie 
Caroline Richmond was. according to 
Walker, grant -aided by Wellcome -md had 
an office and research position .11 the Well 
come Institute when she called the first 
HealthWatch meeling At this rime she also 
had shn res in Well tome and it was I he Well 
come Institute address which she gave in 
her lust Campaign Against Health 
Fraud leaflet Leading member Vincent 
Marks received a good practice award 
from Wellcome and his Bio chemistry 
Department at Surrey University re- 
ceived half a million pounds from WdJ- 
eome between 1965 anti 1990. 
Professor Garrow sends out his Health- 
Watch correspondence fro m ihe R ank 
(formerly Rank, Hovis, Me Doug-ill) Dl parl- 
ment of Human Nutrition at London Un 
versity and has, in Martin Walker s view. 
committed his life to the processed food ;n 
dustry " He allows HealthWatch lice use of 
rooms for committee meetings Af other 
times the meetings have been hold at the 
Ciba Foundation the academic front of ihe 
Ciba-Geigy drug company 
Campbell reassured rhe AIDS group ACT- 
UP with hi* view of Ihe funding qui-Miun 
in a 1 99 C letter V am not m (he Campaign 
Against Health Fraud . / have looked into 

Its origin and funding It has no links what- 
soever with any part of Wellcome " Fie cent 
letters from Duncan Campbell — including 
one received at Open Eye — reiter;iii :i his 
version Wellcome pic has nc connection 
with me or anyone wtiom Walker sets out fa 
abuse ” 

A further pmnierlmthc HcalhWnichoui- 
look is dial niitny of rhe most prominent 
HeallhWaLch names crop up again as ac- 
tive members of the British Nutrition Foun 
dation (ONF) — the food and sugar industry 
funded body so excellently analysed in Ge- 
offrey Cannon s Ihe Politics of Food A re- 
cent BNF Direcror-General. Dr Derek 
Shrimp I on , found Thai his wnrk lhere was 
con c ern e d " solely with defensive <u m tn ms for 
the industry " There wasf he sairi " very little 
concern expressed about the health of the Brit- 
ish public and whether they might in fact be 
dying from food re l tied diseases " A shinl dec 
of fear wcni through ihe BNF when a gov- 
ernment report on dietary goals looked as 
if it could resell m proposals which might 
be catastrophic for certain sections 01 tlie 
industry. Dr Shrimptnn sat on this food re- 
port committee know! ng his goal was to kil ! 
i t Qthcrwi sc i t wou Id be fro u bl eso me Her c- 
signcd from the BNF completely disillu- 
sioned Vincent Marks, when not on 
HealthWatch business, has often taken the 
platform for the Sugar Industry A l one con- 
fer era ce h e a 1 1 acked so^call e d ' food 1 en mists 
and claimed thin "there is no direct evidence 
that any food contributes to. let alone causes, 
any serious disease or death. " Media Doctor, 
and HealthWatch member. James l.cFanu 
agrees food is simply not an important or 
modifiable cause af disease m our society " . 
With his book Fat Year Heart Out The Fat- 
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Two opposing 
views nf Walker 
and his book 
{4 Time Out 
► the Everting 
Standard ) 
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Dirty tricksters 
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lacy of the Healthy Diet, Dr Lo Farm aimed to 
expose the H mixuse of scu nee " to cajole 
people Into making major changes in their 
/tires' by promoting the diet-disease thesis 
it was d\ .1 HWF conference on Aids and 
Nutrition whfi Campbell fii s: sought out 
the Open Eye editors to give his version of 
the events contained in Dirty Med fane He 
seemed well-known to the organisers and 
Mils quackb Listing' work was praised by one 
of [he three spe-akers. After speaking to us 
he left to socialise with another speaker. Dr 
Carolyn Summn bull. Who had supplied him 
with the quote .'jboiit the "evil 1 intentions, of 
gay activist Cass Mann and his 'cult' for 
Campbell s Observer 'Unuen sored' article 
The BN'F conference stsclt was chaired by 
long-lime He.drhWatch membei Ursula 
Arens 


with Campbell! 1 — 

who tried to photograph him Campbell also 
linked Walker to the milifantanti-AZT group 
(Jays Against Genocide' which has now 
wound up after pro test-related imprison- 
ments. Also mentioned was the 'pharmaceu- 
tical supplements company' Larkhatl who 
sold the IQ vitamin pills about which there 
was much furore Truckloads ' of tellers of 
complaint about the article poured in. ac- 
cording to Time Out, 

Dirty Medicine did get a good review in 
London's Evening Standard, and the little- 
known Journal Of A iter native and Comple- 
mentary Medicine UACkl] called il “a brave 
booh written by ■■ bold writer who has dug 
deep to find the hard evidence . Walker eon- 
firms the fears of those involved in natural med- 


in Walker s book was cor r etl whereas Camp- 
bell would only have to find one mistake. A 
gamble of perhaps £80.000 did not seem 
worthwhile, Open Eyew&s to Ed The editor. 
Leon Chaitow, also made a binding agree- 
ment that no- letters critical of this climb 
down could appear m the journal 
Elsewhere, two national distributors that 
were initially enthusiastic dropped Dirty 
Medicine after Campbell's intervention 
At the launch itself, an editor of the gay 
weekly Pink Paper seemed interested in coh- 
ering the book and talked to Walker after- 
wards By the next day he had decided that 
i i was nor something / think our readers will 
be interested ml A rather more likely expla- 
nation is that the paper did not want to re- 
peat its last brush with Campbell which lost 
it £60,000 This happened when it came 10 
the defence of Cass Mann after he was char 
actor-assassinated for criticising AZT and 
propo^ng alternative treatments for AIDS. 
Thr resulting frontpage articles " Witchhunt ' 
and " The Sick Statesman " criticised Camp 
bell's quackbusting campaign. 

Campbell was tD court controversy once 
more m April 1994 with an article on "Health 
and Safety" m the Observer's 'Uncensored 
supplement. I "hough Walker was criticised, 
along with many of ihose he wrote favoura- 
bly about, no direct mention was made of 
the book itself, which Campbell had by now 
effectively stopped from being distributed 
The Urseerssored' article did however in- 
clude a surprising arrack on the Bristol Can 
cer Clinic Some may remember that this 
centre was almost shut down when a can- 
cer chari ties-funded 'scientific' report appar- 
ently gave the media the chance for classic 
headlines about how Prince Charles' 'veg 
diet centre was 'kilting patients*. The repot E 
was slowly exposed as erroneous and 
wrong and condemned by the Chanties 
Commission. After this exposure, one of its 
authors a Health Watch member, commit- 
ted suicide for reasons which have never 
beers made clear. Campbell wrote that "the 
Brutal organisers carved a notch m their ta- 
bles and used his corpse as vindication of their 
view that his study urar discredited"' A par- 
ticularly nasty accusation Campbell com - 


Free Debate vs. Censorship 

Campbells counterattack against Walker 
and his book has beers significantly better 
covered in the press than the book itself. 
This began with a full page polemic about 
i he book 1 a u rich - a secret meeting between 
Walker and some of his business backers' — 
under the title 'Dirty Tricksters" 1 in the Lon- 
i on hs 1 1 r. y , s m a gazin e Time Out {23/2/94). 
The article included photographs intrusive- 
ly taken outside the launch hotel 

Here. Campbell laid out his view-— dia- 
metrical ly ill pdds wLlh Walker's, ti is Walk- 
er a n d " not those whom he attacks, /who/ have 
been supported and funded by medical big 
business interests" Far from being a cam- 
paigning socialist taking on the drug com- 
panies. Martin Walker is a private detective 
turned author who, with quack doctors., 
pharmaceutical salesmen and businessmen, 
has been planning a concerted campaign 
against their critics. The book and its re- 
search. Campbell added, must have cost 
around £40.000. a sum well beyond the 
means of Martin Walker, who lives m a coun- 
cil flat Campbell detailed his fue l London 
address 

Who are ihcse hehind-the scenes busi- 
ness interests 7 Campbell suggests pharma- 
ceutical giarsf Hoffman La Roche, the worlds 
biggest manufacturer of Vitamin C and Dr 
Jean Mpnrp wbu "had been infuriated that 
her lucrative income from private health insur- 
ance companies had been cut off" Accord- 
ing to Campbell, she hired Walker Lo 
investigate the "professional work, sex lives, 
legal problems and drinking habits" of doc- 
tors and journalists who criticised her He 
accused Walker of inti mi dal ion and of as- 
saulting a Time Out photographer (working 


“I had made programmes 
on the Mafia and on 
Central American despots 
I’m used to abusive 
mail — but never 
anything like this.” 


Campbell's 'Uncensored' article quotes a 
BBC producer’s view of the 'vindictive' 
supporters of alternative cancer treatments 


tone that the campaigns have been co-ordi- 
nated by big business interests' it went on. 
with reputations tarnished, businesses fumed, 
imprisonment — ail because they dared ques- 
tion the monolith of orthodox medicine, " The 
review urged readers to buy the book and 
gave detail of how it could be ordered 
through rhe Journal 

Although no mention was made of Camp- 
bell m This review a letter from his solici- 
tors soon arrived and by April 1994 lit- had 
secured an apology, along with a chance to 
ufate his view in a long letter. Campbell, ihe 
journal’s editor said was “‘widely respect- 
ed" and any implied criticism of his work 
was unreservedly withdrawn JACM with- 
drew their distribution of Dirty Medicine, a 
sensible move after lawyer’s advice that they 
r nigh t have t n pmv cine ourl that eve y y word 
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THE OBSERVER 


Truth about Aids censorship 
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Health and safety 

Fnthg hat He between fartti and science, 
censors lip has fnumi a now and dangerous 


dlsRuise, warns Duncan Campbell 


Campbell’^ controversial article 
(above) brought around 200 
critical letters. The Observer 
apologised to Campbell after 
printing four of them (left, 1/5/ 
94|, which we have had to censor 


pared Lhe " vindictive 1 ’ and "abusive'' behav- 
iour of the few who dared support the Cen- 
tre in the face of the media's onslaught with 
that of supporters of the Mafia and “central 
American despots. 71 Not surprisingly letters 
arrived at the Observer from the Bristol Help 
Centre's supporters One was from Dr R H 
Nicholson, editor of the Bulletin of Medical 
Bihics, criticising Campbell's assertion as a 
“vile untruth" He added that Campbell's 
"mistakes, half-truths and innuendoes" would 
give "great comfort to the supporters of cen- 
sorship" . Although Dr Nicholson s letter was 
the only response to be published in the fol- 
lowing Sunday's Observer Campbell told 
Open Eye he had not seen this particular let- 
ter and had never heard of its author, though 
he showed no surprise on hearing of it and 
did not even ask for a copy which is puz- 
zling as he sprang into action following the 
four critical letters printed in the next week's 
paper 

It js still open to question whether the 
damaging report on the Bristol Centre was 
not merely flawed bur purposefully fraudu- 
lent and designed, to close the pioneering 
Centre down — the original raw data has not 
been made available and the senior re- 
searcher has refused to talk about it for over 
two years. Perhaps the Bristol women actu- 
ally did better than thetr controls? 

Much of the rest of the Observer article 
elaborated Campbell's no lion that critics of 
alternative practices- — of which he is the best 
known example—' were being "silenced'' by 
"organised quackery": " critics of AIDS mis- 
information are terrified to speak out " by a 
"reign of terror" . In spite of this complaint, 
Campbell's articles have appeared promi- 
nently in the Independent the Observer Time 
Out the New Statesman and Capital Gay as 
well as elsewhere. His television company, 
1PTV, has also made a “quackbusting' docu- 
mentary for Channel 4. 

In contrast, those whom Campbell con- 
siders his critics, Walker and Mann for ex- 
ample. go essentially unreported in the 
media. Only the recently wound-up Gays 
Against Genocide (GAG) could be conceived 
as threatening Campbell and his supporters 
as he claims; they flyposted a few crude and 
nasty posters which advertised death threats 
against people who. in their eyes, were kill- 
ing gay men by promoting AZT. Campbell 
makes much of this and also sinisterly men- 
tions a model guillotine they sent through 
the post According to GAG, its recipient — 
Nick Partridge of the Terrence Higgins 
Trust— is fully aware that it is in fact "a nov- 
elty pems-chopptng gimmick from an Amster- 
dam pOrn shop' and not a sinister threat 


However, it is certainly true that a lot of peo- 
ple involved with alternative health are 
frightened by Duncan Campbell, who was 
himself moved to write in 1989: ,L . .why are 
so many people reading JACM [the Journal of 
Alternative and Complementary Medicine/ re- 
putedly scared of CAHFfhe Campaign Against 
Health Fraud/ — and me?" 

The week after Dr Nicholson's letter ap- 
peared in the Observer, Martin Walker — for 
once — was given the right to reply: " getting 
Duncan Campbell to write on censorship was 
***** *** fve have been advised to censor 
this quote- Open Eye editors/***** ****** 

... ". He listed some of Campbell's allegedly 
'censorious' actions, against the Pink Paper, 
Jad Adams' book A IDS - the HIV Myth and 
a BBC drama about a newspaper reporter 
whose central character resembled himself 
and, of course, against Dirty Medicine. 

The National Aids Manual (NAM/ bastion 
of the AIDS establishment, also wrote a let- 
ter. which wasn't published, to comp la i n that 
they were very unhappy about being enlist- 
ed by Campbell as part of his grouping of 
“rationalists " engaged in a religious war with 
“cubists". They did not support that sort of 
polarisation Campbell also seemed to im- 
ply that NAM writers would no, be attend- 
ing the BNF 'AIDS and Nutrition' conference 
as they wanted to "keep their heads down' 
in the face, presumably, of the "reign of ter- 
ror" ho described. No mention was made of 
a far more likely reason: they did not want 
Lo be pulled by Campbell into his 'quack- 
busting' attacks on alternative treatments for 
AIDS. 

As mentioned in the introduction, legal 
moves followed the Observer letters — inex- . 
plicabiy excluding Dr Nicholson’s: one 3 bout 
Campbell's "vile untruth" — with Campbell 
being given art apology and, a week later, 
space for a reply and an award of £8,000 in 
damages secretly made by the Observer The 
Press Complaints Commission decided that 
Lhe article did not raise any breaches of their 
code so there would be no need of a ruling 
on it, 

Campbell and lhe changing world of AIDS 

For someone who now has a reputation as 
a proponent of AZT and vehement critic of 
alternative treatments for A) DS it wilt seem 
inconceivable that Campbell could have 
started off as an Aids dissident'. 

His first major AIDS article however, a 
cover story in the New Statesman call ed "The 
Aids Scam", railed against big drugs com- 
panies "moving in fora killing" . It support- 
ed 'alternative' treatments like AL 721, 
which couldn't be obtained because of com- 


mercial interests, and the need to make 
'workatike' substances "at kitchen sinks and 
in labs"' exactly the kind of activity which 
he would later vehemently criticise. AIDS 
and HIV are. said Campbell, " the greatest new 
pharmaceutical market in history'’. He warns 
that the " commercial importance of develop- 
ing a new, and therefore patentable, drug which 
provides exclusive profits, means that existing 
drugs and therapies which show polentiai for 
treating Aids aren ’t being researched " Those 
who, like Walker, still pursue these themes 
Campbell now denounces as conspi racists 
By the time he wrote a later article, "Taking 
on the Quacks", be was coming to the de- 
fence of doctors who criticised AL 721 and 
boasting that he had had three doctors 
struck off as a resuSl of his work. Walker de- 
scribes many instances in which prominent 
AZT-bnked doctors, sometimes with the 1 
heip of Campbell, appeared to work to pre- 
vent trials of potential alternative treatments 
for AEDS. 

A constant theme in Campbell's AIDS ar- 
ticles has been that AI DS dissidents like Cass 
Mann are scaring people away from "the ef- 
fective a no -A ids drug A 7 T '’[Capita] G a y 13/ 
10/89). Of course AZT is in reality not an 
effect! ve treatment for A I DS an d, as Walker \ 
makes clear, has never cured anyone, in bis 
articles Campbell played up the vlcw of re- 
searchers involved in the Medical Research 
Council-funded Anglo-French 'Concorde' 
trial of AZT given to HIV antibody positive, 
but asymptomatic subjects, that a 50% in- 
crease in survival times could be expected. 
In reality no benefits were found from early 
AZT use in asymptomatics — indeed in 1993 
Lhe New Scientist reported that 8% of those 
given immediate AZT died as compared 
with 7% who were given it later on during 
the course of the disease. This result was 
virtually ignored in the press when the full 
results were published more recently, 

Another revision of the AIDS orthodoxy 
concerns the emerging role of co-factors in 
the development of AIDS— long dismissed 
by Campbell and many experts. With their 
early interest in such areas, the group Posi- 
tively Healthy now seems in fact to have 
been, quite far-sighted. One linked concern 
of the group, for some years, has been Lhe 
prevailing medical model of counselling for 
AIDS sufferers, one based upon the accept- 
ance of impending dealh This, they argue, 
is wrong and 'denial' is a far better state of 
mind to be in Almost nil AIDS counsellors, 
they believe, are trained to get people 'out 
of denial'. Is this a model with directly im- 
mune-suppressing effects, they ask? 

One good exam pie of the approach they I 
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Double Nobel prizewinner Dr Linus Pauling was derided for advocating the 
importance of vitamin C, His work is being increasingly vindicated by the 
latest research into the significant role of anti oxidant vitamins 


criticise is the Health Education Council’s 
poster put out a few years ago which read' 

! “What’$ the difference between HIV and 
A ZDS 7 " ‘Time” was the answer at the bot- 
tom of the poster. From Positively Healthy's 
point, of view this message is deadly They 
quote the discoverer of HIV, Dr Luc Mon- 
tagnier, in their support: Aids does not inev- 
itably lead to death, especially if you suppress 
the co-factors that support the disease It ’s very 
important to tell this to people who are infect- 
ed with HIV. Psychological factors are critical 
' m supporting immune function. If you suppress 
this psychological support by telling someone 
they are condemned to die. your words alone 
\ wdl have condemned them 1 Some studies of 
long-term AIDS survivors have shown that 
it is the psychological factors such as a “sense 
of purpose 7 ' , a 'feeling of influence over one ! s 
own health outcomes" and " development of a 
personal health program " which stand out. 

When ashed whether Positively Healthy's 
co- founder Cass Mann is really the criminal 
and questionable figure that Duncan Camp- 
bell would have us believe, Edward King- — 
editor of the respected National Aids 
Manual — told Open Eye. "In my view no, in 
my view not at air . King, like others, does 
not like Campbell's " blunderbuss, blanket dis- 
missal" of alternatives; ,£ We don ‘t think that 
Campbells approach is at all helpful . . we 
think it if actually counterproductive and prob- 
ably against the interests of people with HIV. " 

The NAM works quile closely with Posi- 
tively Healthy and thinks that it is “a useful 
organisation which has got something to say 
We don't think" , they add. that " they ore a 
dangerous organisation of fraudsters and 
quacks who should be avoided l Have they 
scared people away from AZT as Campbell 
charges? 11 / don t know whether they ore do- 
ing anything as strong as that, driving people 
away from AZT l think what they have done 
is that they have focused an the unanswered 
questions about AZT use and they r ve focused 


on the lack of evidence, for example, for early 
intervention' King, like members of Positive- 
ly Healthy, believes that the best approach 
is for people with HIV to receive as much 
information as possible and to be allowed 
to make up their own minds. Others are now 
keen to claim a similar sceptical outlook to 
Positively Healthy’s; respected AIDS activ- 
ist Simon Watney wrote in an ‘open letter' 
to GAG that " I alone opposed the original Con- 
corde protocols, and alone opposed the ap- 
palling exaggeration of potential benefits from 
AZT bv Campbell, .. et al" \ Capital Gay 13/ 
5/94). 

In further bad news for the manufactur- 
ers of AZT, a former school deputy head. 
Sue Threakall, is taking Wellcome to court 
in Britain for killing her HIV- positive but 
healthy and asymptomatic husband. When 
he started taking AZT her husband had a 
CD 4 cell count of 600— this soon fell to 60 , 
He died 16 months later in February 1.993, 
still not diagnosed as suffering full-blown 
Ai DS. Mrs Threakall says "Bob was a healthy 
man when he was first put an AZT. Correspond- 
ence at the time shows that he was only put on 
it by the doctors because of claims by Well- 
come that it would delay the onset of AIDS'. 
Her solicitor Graham Ross will argue that it 
is a ' defective' product in that “ it causes dam- 
age but does not cause benefit for asympto- 
matic people 71 , As one British 
AZT-proponcnh Dr Anthony Pinching, put 
it; - The trouble is the side-effects of AZT are 
similar to AIDS symptoms" {The Big Issue 31 
5/94) Three people in all have so far been 
granted legal aid to sue Wellcome. In the 
US a couple are also suing after their two- 
year-old Romanian adopted daughter was 
put on AZT syrup and suffered persistent 
illness until they decided to take her off. 

Despite what could be seen as setbacks, 
Campbell — like others — still seems to stick 
to the view that HIV Is the sole and suffi- 
cient cause of AIDS — whatever HlV-discov- 


crer Montagnier and others may say: “7 ab- 
solutely believe that HIV causes AIDS’ 1 . h e [ old 
us The Concorde AZT trial failure has sunk 
other parts of his view; for example that 
11 drugs work much better on patients whose ' 
immune systems are still relatively intact . a I- • 
though no reappraisal of this situation has 
appeared in print as yet. In. the past Camp- 
bell has quoted Dr Robert Gallo's view that 
u si n g an ti- vi ral dr ugs only after som eon e ha d 
been diagnosed with AIDS was "almost cer- 
tainly too fate”— it was essential to use them 
as early as possible. Early use is now dis- j 
credited. In fact, one of the largest rctrospec- i 
tave studies for those with. AIDS even found 
that “Tor patients surviving two years since 
starting zidovudine (AZT). the death rale was 
greater than for untreated patients who had 
developed AIDS at the same time {Journal 
of the American Medical Association (271) 
1994). 

Recently however — in what must be one 
of the most surprising scientific reconcilia- 
tions ever — Dr Gallo was seen with an arm 
round his arch-critic, the AIDS dissident Dr 
Peter Duesberg, after a meeting about 'pop- 
pers 1 (amyl nitraLe) in Washington. There, 
for the first time, Dr Gallo admitted that HIV 
may not be the primary cause of AIDS dis- 
ease Kaposi's sarcoma Though it was "an 
enormous catalytic factor ... there must be 
something else involved " , He added that 
Ji we've never found HIV DNA in 7 '-cells . in 
other words we've never seen the role of HIV 
as a tranfibrming virus in any way " After 
years of unhesitating assurance, Gallo ad- 
mitted; “ The nitrites feg amyl nitrate, poppers '/ 
could be the primary factor," He also, suggest- 
ed that the much vilified Duesberg should 
have his research funding reinstated. How 
appropriate, then, was the AZT treatment 
for the tens of thousands of gay men who 
died with Kaposi's sarcoma? 

In spite of the failure of Concorde to show 
that AZT is of use to HIV antibody positive 
but asymptomatic subjects, a second con- 
troversial AZT trial — the PEMTA trial — is 
continuing at the Great Ormond Street Hos- 
pital. There, AZT is given mainly to black 
babies and children. Critics say that moth- 
ers are re lu ctant t o all ow th e d ru g t □ b e giv- 
en to their babies but are afraid of being 
deported if they protest. Ealing hospital re- 
fused to be part of the trial because the pro- 
tocol stipulated that babies were to be given 
the AZT syrup even if they fell ill as a result. 

Britain's best-known gay activist, Peter 
Tatchelh is arguably more in tune with new 
developments in the world of AIDS than 
Duncan Campbell. In a 1993 article he wrote 
in the Pink Paper, called "Vita! Strength" , he 
discussed new research in the US suggest- 
ing that a high nutrient intake may strength- 
en the immune system of people with HIV 
an d re duce the n sk of d e vea oping AI DS. "Af- 
ter all the exaggerated claims by the promot- 
ers of AZT here is a non-toxic, cheap and 
do-it-yourself therapy that may help people 
with HIV to enhance the quality of their lives, 
lessen their likelihood of illness, and prolong 
their survival 

“ The scientific and medical professions have 
been so obsessed with the development of a hi- 
tech antiviral drug, which they can patent and 
profit from, that they have refused to look seri- 
ously at glaringly obvious possibilities such as 
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diet Why? Because there ts no money to made 
from it People with HIV are expendable Prof- 
its are not/ 

"Few AIDS organisations^ which are sup- 
posed to advocate the interests of people with 
HIV hove bothered to press for nutritional re- 
search They have with w a r e honourable ex- 
ceptions ; colluded with the profit-driver 
agendas of the drug companies" 

" I am furious "Tat chc \ \ a dried , “ that peo- 
ple with WV have had to wait until 1993 to 
get authoritative confirmation of the impor- 
tance of nutritional intake .. / wonder how 
manv of my friends with HIV might have lived 
longer and had better lives if a few research 
. p. : '.meats had home red to put several thou - 
sand pounds into investigating the links be- 
tween nutrition and AIDS?" 

Luc Momagmer concurs; “Diet plays an 
important part in determining t he course of 
the disease ... but such research does not inter- 
est most scientists and the conventional fund- 
mg bodies '[Etmmciaf Times 9/12/91 ) 

A recent survey in the NAM f AIDS Treat- I 
meat Update ! reported that their HIV-posi- 
live readers reporied using over 3 30 
ill L rer, t or 1 h od ox , CO mp] c mentary o r a It e r- 
native therapies Vitamin and mineral sup- 
ple men is were the most commonly used of 
all of them Thirty percent of HIV-positive 
people who were not using orthodox treat 
merits did so because they believe them to 
do more harm than good The reader sur- 
vey also found that readers clearly wanted 
lo see more on underground therapies, 
healthy living and complementary and al- 
ternative therapies Anri-virals, (eg AZT) 
were most mentioned as a subject (be used 
on too much. The HAM'S Keith Alcorn also 
reported "a strong scientific rationale for the 
use of some mcronuments as co-therapy for 
H/V infection such Vitamin C and beta 
carotene. 

The BKF's 'Aids and Nutrition' confetti nee 
could have discussed these new changes- ■ 
it didn't instead speakers focused on the 
danger of so-called 'lad' diets such as macro- 
biotic or antbeandida and even the basic 
healthy diet' came under attack Allegedly 
ihey could all be cutting out so much enci ■ 
gy — in rhe form ol fat and sugar — that they 
would cause weight loss and faster p logics- 
iion to AIDS. A predictable message given 
the companies who hold the purse-strings 
0( the RNR but not one that seemed to Im- 
press the very few gay men who were 
present 

Walker and the 'Vitamin Conspiracy' 

L'.impbell expanded on his criticisms ol 
Walker and the vitamin conspiracy 1 when 
wc put the allegations contained in Dirty 
Medicine to him Walker s work was proba- | 
bly done for Dr Jean Monro, Campbell in- 
sisted. but Walker denies this. Was Monro 
anyway really in the same league as phar- 
maceutical companies we asked? The 
iireakspear Hospital lurried over one and a 
half million a year — we should look at her 
bank accounts, Campbell explained. In fact 
we should Look at Walker’s too — a standard 
finance house check would reveal to us 
something rather interesting That happened 
a year or two back, he said mysteriously 1 The 
Breakspear Hospital was closed down a yr.ir 
after rhe World in A ebon programme which 



" Can you recommend something for 
a pain in the neck caused by 
Duncan Campbell 7 '' 


Cartoon from a supplements 
company newsletter, 1990 


led to an almost total fall-off of patients Dr 
Monro had to move to new premies 
T ho ugh he wa s n 't a bl e t o be 1 00% spec if ■ 
ic about exactly where Walker's alleged sup- 
port may have come from, he was able to 
provide some bsg names who had support- 
ed a conference given by the Institute for 
Optimum Nutrition (ION], whose director 
spoke at the launch of Dirty Medicine He 
named Hoffman L a Roche, Solgar and I am- 
berts, a subsidiary ol the Novo Nandi sk ph.si 
mac eutical co nglomera t c, as s po ns ors ri ol 
difficult to find out as the names had been 
advertised with the ION conference. If it was 
true that Walker had been business- funded 
Campbell reasonably suggested then Dirty 
Medicine ought to have had a financial dis- 
closure statement' ai the beginning In an 
interview with Open Eye. Walker said "obvi- 
ously 1 needed money to carry out three years ' 
research for Dirty Medicine In the main l had \ 
to borrow this money from concerned individ- 
uals. When ihe book was published 1 was 
£ 15,000 in debt / have never taken any mon- 
ey from commercial interests. ” 

Funding questions apart. Campbell's bot- 
lam line is that Walker's book is a tissue of 
ties— a conspiratorial load of rubbish: "His 
is a simple McCarth i ite smear invoked al eve- 
ry turn and without evidence in ihe way that 
others in other times always alleged the hands 
of Jews communists, or queers behind every 
event they did not like " . Campbell wrote to 
us The book _r.r« + .br to excuse the sellers of 
dangerous and misdescribed products and to 
exculpate criminals" he explained in a letter 
lo the Journal of Alter native and Complemen- 
tary Medicine 

As fpr specific mistakes, Campbell says 
the book ignored his own central role in set - 
ting up the Com mum ty Research Organisa- 
tion. — an AIDS research and information 
group which the book mentioned only as 
being set up by Cass Mann and Stuart Mar- 
shall of Positively Healthy. Campbell was 
also actively involved in setting up ACT-UP. 
"the an Ei -Well com it group." Indeed he told 
Open Eye: "1 am not a supporter of AZT and 
never was" Walker is right that AZT is not a 
cure, he went on to explain, but he showed 
no interest in fighting Wellcome until it be- 
came a convenient banner under which to 


serve the Harley Street Clinics with whom 
he is now friendly, alleges Campbell. 

Campbell also draws attention to a Lon- 
don talk given by a representative from a 
US project treating HIV patients with 
naturopathic remedies which. Walker says. 

" appeared to be filibustered by Dr Pinching " - 
completely false, says Campbell Further 
more. Walker uses evidence selectively no 
mention is marie of the fact that two of the 
specialists Walker had championed'— Dr | 
James Sharp und Jabar Sultan — had also 
used AZT and Wellferon, another Wellcome 
drug, in their treatments:, 'On Uth March 
1989 \ Philip Porker fa crook who is another 
Walker hero) went to Wellcome Research labs . ; 
Beckenham. Kent seeking ftof get fernar. AZT 
and interferon supplies from Wellcome Why 
was this information left out 7 " In fact Barker. 
Sharp and Sultan's meeting with the Well- 
come Foundation is clearly recorded on 
page 435 of I hr* book. Walker say;i. howev- 
er, that the purpose of the meeting was not, ; 
as Campbell claims, to obtain AZT. 

Also missing, he told Open Eye, Was any ' 
mention of an 'Orthodox'' doctor, ;)i Peter 
Nixon, whom Campbell had exposed |br 
handing out tranquillisers like srtiai ties On 
closer inspection however. Dr Nixon isn't a 
very good example for Campbell to use to 
prove that hr evenhandedly criticises ortho- 
dox doctors along with the those who use 
complementary therapies Dr Nixon helped 
write the British Holistic Medical Associa- 
tion "s response to the Government’s Green 
Paper "The Htalfh of the Nation ' in J991 

Perhaps the most damaging allegation 
Walker makes is that Campbell may have 
twice contaminated 'probiotic' pills with fae- 
cal bacteria belore they were spm lo be test 
ed. Rubbish, says Campbell in cw instance 
the bacteria — enterococcus faecium—was 
actually listed in ihe ingredients, it was cer- 
tainly not a contaminant put there by him. 
What dues this tell us about Walker's si anri- 
ards of accuracy, asks Campbell 7 

These tests had formed the basis of one 
of Campbell's hardest-hitting and mod eon- 
lenliously-he-ided articles. * Let them eat shit 
about "French con -man” Yves Dclal! e who 
sold 'probiotic pills based rm ihe kinds of 
healthy bacteria used in 'live yoghurt a 
"dangerous ' mixture, according ro Camp- 
bell. Surprisingly, far better known brands 
□f probiotics which include faecal bacteria* — 
such as streptococcus faecium — are still 
available sn Holland and Barrett One won- 
ders why Campbell is not targetting Ihtvn? 
Perhaps because — as Campbell told us to 
our amazement — the two biggest probiotic 
manufacturers in Britain support him, 
chough he declined to name them when 
pressed Perhaps, as would seem logical, 
rhey had helped him with information which 
would put newcomer Yves Delates tiny 
operation in a bad light? The actual fraud 
with Delat tc C ampbell expl ained . was mere- i 
ly that he made health claims for probiot- 
ics’ — which are m common use across 
Scandinavia Anyway, Campbell added, find- 
ing such bacteria on. food would normally 
be regarded as Eood poisoning. 

There is in tact some scientific evidence 
o[ medical benefit from faecal bacteria 
(hough most producers stick to the more 
accepted bifidobacteria Mangled and sim- 
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plislic ward- of- mouth rales based on Camp- 
bell's Let them eat shit" article, still crop 
up, describing alternative medicine propo- 
nents selling human excrement — much eas- 
ier to n member than a complicated 
scientific debate a bain The merits of differ 
ent probiotic' supplements, this could have 
been an honest and useful discussion but it 
was never even begun. 

Walker was .1 Iso wrong to portray him as 
utterly against alternative treatments, 
Campbell told us- he uses shiatsu and os- 
teopathy What, (hen, did he think about the 
ail Licks on herbs like enmfrey where the ev- 
idence seemed very weak? "From wh at J 
j know about comfrey Fm inclined to agree. " 
He wen told us that, at the time of the at- 
tacks on comfrey. “/ had comfrey m my cup- 
board Whal Would he say to those who 
fee] he was promoting AZT 7 " We re complete- 
ly at one on the greed and the profiteering of 
Wellcome ' By this time we were wondering 
it we had formed a completely wrong im- 
pression Libout Campbell? Surely he stood 
by hts attacks on the holistic AIDS chanty 
Pen-sir ivt*Lv Healthy 7 Well, Cass Mann, yes, 
buL the organisation itself was getting bet- 
ter It had jus I published a list of questions 
lor "Rvaluahng Alternative treatments" 
which is very good, indeed if they continue 
in the same vein he would be "on their side" 
sooni 

As this useful list is the first thing we know 
That Campbell and Fosilively Healthy can 
agree on we include an abridged version of 
il h ero 

Evaluating Alternative Treatments 
I - Check fcii «iudie5 published in peer -re- 
viewed medical journals. 

2. Be careful of anecdotal reports. Personal 
testimonies arc not enough to risk your 
health tor 

3. Talk to informed and objective sources 
before making the decision. 

A. Ask what is contained in the treatment. 
Ask what the aide-effects are. 

S. Question the price of the treatment, 

6 If a product is promoted as a cure, de- 
mand proof. 

7. Interview I he promoter. 

8 Watch out for treatments that cure both 
cancer and AIDS. 

9. Be careful about stopping current medi- 
cal treatments. 

Whar about Health Watch top, the group 
whose agenda he had done so much to pub- 
licise'' They arc known to have heen h and 
may still be funded by the pharmaceutical 
industry- — did he still stand behind them? 
No, l hey are ''ineffectual ill-organised and 
bumbling" and he wants them shut dawn and 
he had told Vincent Marks so when they last 
spoke. The chanty just attracted conspira- 
cy theories — it was a sitting duck. Taking 
pharmaceutical money was a bLg mistake, 
he admitted — though surely he can’t be re- 
ferring to WeUconve s financial generosity, 
a s he h a s repeat pH hr den ied that Ih Ere is a ny 
connect! o n bet we r n Wei I come a nd t he peo - 
pie Walker sets out to abuse To our even 
greater surprise he told us that Caroline 
Richmond, founder of Health Watch. ^ hates 
orthodox doctors now" for subjecting her to 
a hysterectomy without her consent She has 


now set up ihc Reproductive Organs Con- 
servation. Trust to help sue over-zealous 
surgeons A new and 'comprehensively 
funded " organisation is needed to question 
alternative and orthodox medicine, Camp- 
bell concluded. 

We asked whether his methods amount- 
ed to lnnl by media "Bullshit", he retorted 

Fvcn with all these grievances, was it re- 
ally necessary to prevent distribution of 
Dirty Medicine— wo uldn 't he be seen as stop- 
pin g free debate? It's a question of religious 
faith, he told us. and Walker and his people 
don't want to know the truth' "Freedom of 
discussion is stopped by lies and vilification " 
from Walker and his side Indeed Walker is 



"malicious and filled with hate" "You don't 
let people who put hatred before truth out into 
the media ", he added. 

With so many other legal letters sent oat 
by Bindman and Partners to suppress the 
book why has Walker himself — centre of the 
“conspiracy — not been sent one? Because 
if he and his supporters will not recognise 
the truth even in court, Campbell explained 
and he has no money to pay potential dam- 
ages. then there is no real point. Walker 'w- 
olemly and maliciously doesn if want to know 
the facts". 

The future 

Walker’s book shows clearly how science, 
backed by industry, recognises only those 
rational claims which produce profit. Natu- 
ral and preventative medicine is only one 
area in which industrial science is at war wilh 
whal arc seen as less profitable areas of sci- 
fi mi fie research A recent book, Forbidden 
Science Suppressed research that could 
change our lives by Richard Mil ton. makes 
dear that it is only one of the examples of a 
far wider trend 

Though (he tendency towards a kind of 
closed-mhded scientific fundamentalism 
may be hard to resist in such uncertain times 
as the present, science’s 'paradigm police' 
cannot indefinitely ignore strong evidence 
ul important discoveries. As MiEton points 
out, even the two young bicycle mechan- 
ics— Wilbur nind Orville Wright — who first 
flew a heavier-than-air flying machine had 
to put up with ridicule during their first five 
years of flight The evidence of public derm 
onstrahoiu. affidavits From local dignitaries 
and photographs of (hemelves flying 
seemed to make no difference. Scientific 
American, the New York Herald, the US Army 
and most American scientists dismissed 
them as hoaxers. We now know better! 

Another example offers even greater par- 
allels with the subject under discussion 
Back In 1 95 5- Dr George Price of the Depart- 
ment of Medicine at the University of Min- 


nesota published an article in the prestig- 
ious journal Science about some research 
mlo extrasensory perception. Pnee argued 
that FSP was scientifically impossible and 
(herefore (hat the research must have been 
d one by fra udu len t experi men t era Wit h t hu 
weight of Science behind it, this article was— 
for many scientists — the final nail in the cot- 
lin of paranormal research 

Almost twenty year later, in 1972, Dr Price 
wrote an apology in Science to the two par- 
anormal researchers he had attacked. He 
withdrew some of his allegations of fraud 
and admitted that he had made (hem with 
out even altempling to find any evidence 
He also admitted that he had been under 
i he mistaken assumption that one of the re- 
st ache rs had been trying to promote some 
kind £>f religious belieT. 

How often might Health Watch have sum 
itarly alleged fraud without a shred of evi- 
dence? En one instance, at least, this does 
seem la have been proved to be the case i n 
June 3994 Health Watch and Professor G ar- 
row apologised for alleging 'health baud' 
against Larkhall and for appearing to deny 
any link betwen vitamins and childrens' IQ 
HealthWatch paid undisclosed costs and li- 
bel damages. 

One can only hope that at some time m 
(he future Campbell and others will cease 
what he refers to as their "religious strug- 
gle" agai nst those who — in their minds — are 
' rr-3 igic u s zealot s " with " new mythologies that 
pretend to be sciences" that they will stop 
working from initial assumptions of crimi- 
nality. guilt and fraud that stifle the authen- 
lic new discoveries and innovative science 
which undoubtedly exist amidst some more 
dub tons findings Only once misapprehen- 
sions and preconceptions have been dis- 
carded can the quackbusters' criticisms 
really be called scientific. The scientific es- 
tablishment unfortunately has quite some 
way to go in this respect if the comments of 
Dr Lewis Wolpert, media science pundit and 
chair of the Committee on the Public Un- 
derstanding of Science, are anything to go 
by. He dismissed Bi3C2's impressive senes 
"HereliCH about unconventional thinkers 
in sci nee and medicine, as "disgusting" and 
a "grotesque distortion" — ~ it just fills me with 
rage Wh e n a s ked whet her he lb aught i a - 
enlists should be open-minded, he respond- 
ed “ Open minds are empty minds 

Am I alone in thinking that alternative 
medicine in fact shows a broadening and 
maturing of science rather that an alarming 
retreat from rationality Into some dark age 
of scientific anarchy which must be prevent- 
ed at any cost? Even if quackbusting' |oui 
naiism can expose some real con -artists and 
liars, we must ask if the intolerance and 
closed-mindedness that can accompany it 
is loo high a price to pay. As Dr Jacques Ben- 
venisie has said "Salem witchhunts o r Mc- 
Carthy -like prosecutions will kilt science 
Science flourishes only in freedom We must 
not let. at any price, fear, blackmail, anonymous 
accusation, libel and deceit nest in our tabs ' 
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The 

Judi Bari 
Bombing 

How the FBI targeted 
Earth First! 


O ver the years we have been warned about 
the darker of subversive organisations, or- 
ganisations that would threaten oar liberties, 
subvert our system would c.nccu n ige its mem - 
hers to take further illegal action to advance 
their views, organisations that would mate ana 
promote violence, pitting one A menoan group 
agamst another / T/here is cm organisation 

that does fit those descriptions, and it is the 
Organisation, the leadership which has been 
mast constant m its warning to us to be on 
guard against such harm The / FBI/ did all of 
those things 

— Senator Philip A Hart, Select Commit- 
tee on intelligence Activities n ric J the Rights 
of Americans, 1975. 


S hortly before noon on the morning 
of May 24, 1 990, a white Subaru sta- 
tion wagon blew up as it moved 
northward along Park Boulevard in 
Oakland. California Its occupanis disabled 
by the blast, the vehicle drifted left and 
slammed into a guard rail before coming to 
a halt. The first police officer i>n the scene, 
Patrolman Atner Brewer, put out an emer- 
gency radio cal' at 1 1 55am, that "a vehicle 
lust exploded and fhe/ needed assistance * Re- 
sponse was provided by, among Others, 
Michel e Grib i , \ c ivili an e vi de nee tech ntcia n 
employed by the Oakland Police Depart- 
ment (O PD), who arrived live minutes later. 


After ambulances had left for the hospital 
with the driver and her passenger, but be- 
fore arrival of the Alameda sheriff's bomb 
squad at approximately 1 05 pm. Gribs be- 
gan her investigation In her report, she 
stales that; it was dear to her that what had 
occurred had resulted from a bomb deto- 
na 1 1 ng becaus e o f "a strong odor of what wvj . 
consistent with gunpowder that f have smelled 
on the [OPDf firing range. Once / was inside 
the veh/iclefthe smell was even stranger " Gnbi 
“laid on the ground right side of the veh and 
took photos under the i >eh showing the dam- 
age UNDER the driver s seat .. /Moving top- 
side, j the driver s seat was pushed forward for 
me to take photos UNDER the scot showing , 


the damage and the nails stuck in the sea f{ em- 
phasis added). I,J Both the nails and "very '■ 
small black fragments all over the inside of the 
vch "suggested to her that the bomb which 
had exploded directly beneath the driver 
was a fragmentation device, purposely de- 
signed as an antipersonnel weapon, The 
possibility of an attempt on the lives Of the 
car's occupants was thus implicit to her line* 
mgs 

'Em route to emergency treatment, and 
without any knowledge of what Gnbi was 
discovering, both victims were offering 
spontaneous commentary which I ed toward 
Ihe same conclusion. Paramedic Sai Taorm- 


ina later recounted that the driver, who was 
in shock, repeated several times that she 
didn't know what had happened, hut it 
see med " like a bomb had gone off' in the car. 1,3 j 
Bran Buckman a paramedic attending The 
passenger, reported that the man, who was 
da: r ed but lucid and less badly injured than 
th e drive r, said "he was apolitical activist and 
that what had happened was an assassination 
attempt" by people opposed to his and the 
dnver's political activities 4 Both paramed- 
ics reported the contents of their conversa- 
tions to the police. 

Enter the FBI 

Meanwhile, a team of FBI agents headed by 
Special Agent (SA) Frank Doyle. Jr P a spe- 
cialist assigned to the San Francisco Field 
Office's International /Domestic Terror $m 
Squad, had arrived to "assist in the investi- 
gation ' While concurring as to the type of 
bomb which had exploded, Doyle was em- 
phatic in his assertions that, contrary to 
Gnbi 'a conclusion. " the location of the explo- 
sive device was . im media re !yhdS\\T%A the dry- 
er's seat {emphasis added) '* Hence, by the 
time the Alameda Courtly bomb squad com- 
pleted its preliminary investigation ar 
around 2.30pm, the situation had become I 
s omBWha t e Onfused " h appeared that the de- 
vice was underneath and possibly just to the 
rear of the drivers seat (emphasis added) 
reported Deputy T J Roumph, in a master- 
piece of hedging 

As this was going on. the victims were I 
identified as ‘'Judi Ban, white female. 40 
years -of -age" and her passenger, “ Darryl | 
Cherniy, white male 33 years-af-age OPD 
Sergeant Michael Sitterud, who had been 
assigned by Lt, Clyde Mike Sims to take 
the lead in investigating the case — and who 
in this capacity' met with SA Doyle and an- ■ 
other agent, John Reikes, at about 7pm on 
the night of the bombings — depicted Ban 
and Ch et n ey as "radical activists Earth First 
leaders suspected of Santa Cruz power pole 
sabotage linked to federal cas e of attempt de 
stniction of nuclear power plant lines in An 
zona"* Acting on the basis of this 
FU] -supplied disinformation — the Bureau 
has never produced any sort of substantia- 
tion of these rather serious allegations — Sil- 
ts rud and his partner, Sgt Robert Chenault 
decided that Ban and Cherney were so dan- 
gerous ' as to require immediate arrest " 

From there, it appears to have been a sim- 
ple matter of expediency for officers to ig- 



I n 1590 Judi Ba r i'aoe vnonsl and gr^n aelwsi 
and Carry i C betray * \y o l+iq isadm g Eanti F i'sil ov 
ga n. sets coord nali ng wnai prom sed lo pe a dupe non- 
violcinl mOOi lis alien a[rrnn$t slop-logging in l he redwood 
lores! rogen ni ncmern California. As they travi: led 
Pom mealing to meeting- successfully fink ng togeth- 
er owirm'meola lists, sbidents peace aciv sis arid 
oven seme loggers- a DQ-mtj exported m ihercar. 
neaty k ng Inem both and cnppiifig San life f " s 
1 1 owed a nsng hoe ci na r assmenl and i iDE-nte 
aga nst envmonnientaiisls, 

The local police irrvosfigation into the bombing was 
lateen over by F 01 ail lu.Ttnsm expert They were 
intent on showing noi that I he two activists ware tar- 
gets of an atlempiod rtuMr. oj! thai n defiance of 
the evidence- they nac been oo-vngty canyvng loe 
bomb a no were in lad g*et i n petit z& le r 'ci-sts, gu tty 
cl me assassination attempt itial a mosl loo-- ineir lives 
T he moo a trumoeted (hev aleged ggill 
Ward Churchill an oxperl n US dome she political 
repression . describes (he tight by Judi Bar: and Darryl 
Cherney lo orovelho r innocence and the start ing re- 
sj :s ct the ' nveshgaiions mto the FBI and the teca 
OaManc Poi te .nc jc ng me c scovery cl a rcsjigencg 
■ni he FBI's nolooDus CO INTEL PRO tactics,. 
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* Tbejudi Bari Bombing • 


norc both Gribs 's report and the more am- 
biguous finding of the county sheriff's tech- 
nicians in favour of Doyle's '“bomb in the 
back" sc enan o. " The advan tag e t o t hi s wa s 
that in such a placement the device would 
necessarily have been visible to Bari and 
Cherney. suggesting they had. been know- 
ingly transporting it when it accidentally 
went off. This in turn afforded the police a 
pretext for charging them with "iliegai pos- 
session of explosives/' 1 It followed that on 
May 25, barely 27 hours after he'd narrowly 
esc ap ed d eath at tb e ha n ds of " pa rty o r pa r- 
hes unknown." Darryl Cherncy was arrest- 
ed while checking out of the hospital His 
companion, her pelvis shattered, her legs, 
[ace and abdomen perforated by shrapnel — 
she was permanently disabled by the blast — 


the Bari car bomb and a device which had 
been discovered and disarmed before it det- 
onated some weeks previously at a Louisi- 
ana-Pacific Corporation sawmill in 
Cloverdale. 18 

! 

The Case of the Nonexistent Case 

Having " achieved such stunning results " in 
projecting the victims as "terrorists" at the i 
very outset of their "investigation," the prob- 
lem, confronting Sims' detectives was com- 
ing up with some sort of proof to support 
their sensational allegations. And here they 
weren't faring well at all. For starters, they 
had searched Cherney r & house and van— -the 
"suspect 1 " had immediately signed 3 waiver 
of rights against unwarranted search at the 
request of Philip Sena, one of Diedrich's H un- 



was still listed in critical condition, and was 
too sedated to be aware that she had been 
placed under round-the-clock police guard. 11 

Chcrncy was initially held in lieu of a 
$3,000 bond. When supporters showed up 
Lo post it, however, they discovered that the 
amount had. been raised to $ 1 2,0 DO. Having 
gatheted that sum, they found that the As- 
sistant District Attorney Chris Carpenter, 
acting on advice of OPD SgL Ramon Pania- 
gua, had managed to convince Municipal 
Judge Horace Wheatley that the accused 
represented such a “ threat to the communi- 
ty" that — although one of them would be in 
traction for another six to eight weeks — a 
bond of S 1 0 G . 0 0 0 apiece was warranted. H 
With Bari and Cherncy thus "secured," Li 
Sims convened a press conference to ex- 


The FBI claimed the bomb was located in plain view on 
the rear seat floorboard, so Bari and Cherney knew 
they were carrying jt. The FBI’s own photos show that it 
was hidden under the driver’s scat and meant to kill 


plain that he considered the case to be 
solved and that his investigators were “no 
longer considering other suspects."™ 

Across the Bay, in 5an Francisco, FBI Pub* 
he! Information Specialist Duke Diedrich 
held a media event of his own. denouncing 
as " irresponsible and moronic 7 ' those who had 
already begun to remark upon the "stench 
of an FBI set-up 11 swirling around what was 
happening. 111 "We categorically deny that," 
Diedrich heatedly proclaimed. V don't think 
there 's any evidence of FBI involvement" in 
the matter. I? Even a^ he spoke, however, 
agents Doyle and Reikes were busily at- 
tempting to convince authorities in Sono- 
ma County that there was a "link 1 ' between 


"the problem confronting the 
detectives was coming up with 
some sort of proof to support 
their sensational allegations" 

involved" agents (hardly the posture of 
someone with something to hide) — and had 
found nothing incriminating. 19 Execution of 
a search warrant on Bart's Mendocino Coun- 
ty residence, obi ained on an emergency ba- 
sis at 2am on May 25. produced similar 
results, 10 So did searches of the premises of 
Bari's and Cherney 's "known associates". 

Others, like the pacifist Seeds for Peace 
Collective in Berkeley, with whom Bah and 
Cherney had been meeting during the 

evening prior to the 
explosion, were 
never afforded the 
opportunity of waiv- 
ing their rights. In 
their case, a team of 
police, guns drawn, 
simply forced entry 
to their residence, 
"tossed 1 " the place in 
a warrantless search 
which left it looking 
as if another bomb 
had been detonated 
therein, and then 
whisked eight mem- 
bers away for hours 
of intensive in term* 
Ration This too 
failed to yield in- 
criminating evi- 
dence — other than 
of a series of arro- 
gant breaches of 
constitutional constraints by the police 
themselves— against anyone at all. 

By Tuesday, May 29 r the day on which the 
accused were scheduled for arraignment, 
such draco man tactics had yielded virtually 
nothing which might be construed as tying 
either Bari or Cherney to the bomb. All told, 
the combined efforts of the FBI and police 
had "recovered” a roll of duct tape, some 
electrical wire of the same general variety 
as that employed by the bomb-makers, and 
a bag of nails of the same type — among (he 
most common in the country— as those 
use d in constructing the device Each item 
was readily accounted for by the fact that 
Bari had for some time earned her living as 



a carp enter/ re pair person. 13 Under the cir 
oumstances, prosecutor Carpenter had no 
alternative but to ask for a continuance dur* 
ing which he might "review the evidence 1 ' 
before deciding how to proceed. “ The mo- 
tion was granted by Municipal Judge Judith 
Ford, a new date of arraignment was sec for 
June 18, and Cherney was ordered released 
on bail. 11 

“Judi Bari and I had absolutely nothing to 
do with the bomb" said Cherney in a press 
conference conducted immediately alter his 
release u Personally, Em scared to death of 
explosives I've never even lit a firecracker in 
my life ... We 've said all along that we were 
victims of an assassination attempt but the 
police have absolutely ignored even the possi- 
bility that we're telling the truth while devot- 
ing all their time and energy to trying to prove 
the absurd idea that we blew ourselves up / 
don t appreciate the fact that we are being 
persecuted fbv the police f rather than protect- 
edj' lE As Defence Attorney Susan Jordan put 
it. " We feel that Judi and Darryl are subjects 
of attempted murder and we're afraid the 
tracks [of the real culprit) may begetting cold' 
while the police " thrash around trying to pin 
the rap on the victims ," M 

Ultimately, they were proven correct 
w T hen. after obtaining a second continuance 
{until July 17), Carpenter quietly notified the 
court that he had no basis upon which to 
proceed " There was just nothing to support 
those charges ," says a for trier staff member 
of the Oakland District Attorney's Office. " In 
fact, by mid- June it had become apparent to 
many of us that the evidence pointed to an 
opposite conclusion. But none of the police 
agencies involved were willing to move things 
in the direction of an attempted murder [of Bod 
and Cherney/ investigation. Some of the law 
enforcement people we were dealing with were 
so insistent that the Earth First/ people had to 
be guilty regardless of the known facts, that 
some of us began to feel they were trying to 
manipulate us into pursuing the case for rea- 
sons other than legitimate criminal prosecution 
You never want to believe that things like that 
can happen but they do. And they can get re- 
ally ugly, so the DA finally decided we should 
cut our losses by bowing out of the whole thing 
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as rapidly and gracefully as possible!' 1 *' 


* The Judi Ban Bombing 



"The police used if as a tremendous propaganda coup: weeks of 
sensational press coverage about us — ana, by extension, environmental 
activism as a whole — as being 'eco-terrorists' ... because the 
government finds u$ politically objectionable" 

In sum, "ike official response to the bombing counts, “ but after a white there was just too 


The Return of Judi Bari 

It was an angry Judi Bari who emerged from 
the hospital in August. Her initial inclination 
was to suspect that she and Cherney had, 
because of their central roles in organising 
the incipient and potentially massive "Red- 
wood Summer” anti-logging campaign in 
northern Califonia, been targeted for elimi- 
nation at the hands of contract killers hired 
by major timber corporations operating in 
the area }l As an alternative, she felt the 
bomber might simply have been "some nut” 
dsso ciated with virulently an ti- eov ironmen - 
talist groups like the "Sahara Club' or the 
Death to Earth First! wing of "Americans for 
Common Sense', both of which had been 
issuing threats of physical violence against 
Bari and others for several months.^ 

Friends of Judi Bari's wrote in a newslet- 
ter that u {Organisers had] been sent The Sa- 
hara Chib Newsletter' .. making extremely 
violent threatening suggestions as to how to 
deal with Earth First l . . . Two cartoons were 
used to pinpoint Ban and Cherney and Greg 
King. One entitled “Stampers, " gives warning 
to “law lifts " Darryl Cherney Greg King and 
Judi Bari, ft goes on to offer. ‘If you wont to 
become a martyr we will be happy to oblige. 
Also in April, Bad found a photograph of her- 
\ self with the crosshairs of a rifle drawn aver 
\ her face tacked to the door of the Mendocino 
i Environmental Center. The photo had stapled 
to it a yellow ribbon , the symbol of solidarity 
with the timber industry, and faeces had been 
thro wn at the picture . " 1S 

All of these incidents were reported to the 
local police and FBI with no results, " If you 
turn up dead, we 'll investigate, "a Men doc i n o 
County Deputy informed Bail at one points 
According to Cherney "The Humbolt sher- 
iffs were sure one of us was going to get 
killed They did consider the threats to be seri- 
ous. but they didn i want to spend their time 
on it because they don t like us any more than 
the timber industry does, It Follows that " our 
first impulse was not really to suspect that some- 
one working for the police or FBI had actually 
tried to kill usf as 
Bari puts it, "but that 
the cops were more- 
or-iess aware of who 
might have committed 
the crime, that they 
were politically and ideologically sympathetic 
to them, and were therefore covering-up for 
them by refusing to investigate the question of 
who had really planted the bomb in our car. 
This was all so blatant that there was no way 
/ was going to allow it to go unchallenged . njlS 

Moreover, Bari was infuriated that both 
local and federal Jaw enforcement agencies 
had “made these absolutely bogus charges 
against Darryl and I. and then refused to drop 
them for almost two months after it had to have 
become obvious to Investigators that there was 
nothing to support them"*' The police “Just 
used the whole thing to garner a tremendous 
propaganda coup .... eight solid weeks of sen- 
sational press Coverage about us — and, by ex- 
tension, environmental activism as a whole ■ — as 
being ' eco-terrorists ' . deliberately creating a 
public misimpression meant to discredit us both 
individually and organisationally because the 
government finds us politically objectionable " 13 


had nothing at all to do with finding the guilty 
parties. It was a ploy to isolate and intimidate 
key organisers of Redwood Summer in such a 
way as to undermine or completely destroy the 
anti-logging offensive we were planning. ” 
Others, however, felt there might be even 
more official malfeasance involved than Bari 
believed. A prime example was Earth First! 
founder David Foreman, who had been ar- 
rested for conspiracy to sabotage power 
generating facilities in Arizona on May 
30,1989.*" What was most striking about the 
case was that the entire scheme had been 
proposed, and many of the materials with 
which to carry it out supplied by Michael 
Fain (aka - "Mike Tale"), an FBI agent pro- 
vocateur who had infiltrated the group two 

years previously (dur- 
ing the ensuing trials in 
1990-91, two more in- 
filtrators, were ex- 1 
posed, and it was 
revealed that the Bu- 
reau had flown surveillance missions over 
Foreman's house and utilised high-powered 
directional microphones to record his pri- 
vate conversations from afar).' 11 Hence, Fore- 
man became one of the first to warn that 
"FBI provocateurs should not be ruled out in 
the Ban- Cherney case." 42 

Partly because of deep philosophical and 
tactical differences with Foreman and his 
wing of Earth First!, partly because they 
were not yet prepared to accept the impli- 
cations of the government itself having 
made an attempt on their lives, both Cher- 
ney and Bari for a time remained sceptical 
of such ideas. -13 Still, as Sheila O'Donnell — a 
seasoned defective well-versed ;n such mat- 
ters who had been retained by Greenpeace 
on behalf of Earth First!- — continued her in- 
vestigation, Bari in particular began to 
change her mind. J 7 kept trying to write eve- 
rything off as just being Coincidences!' she re- 


much indication of direct FBI involvement for 
it to be explained away like that" 44 

The Plot Thickens 

The crux upon which Ban's views began to 
shift was a missive which had been sent to 
the editor of the Santa Rosa Press Democrat I 
on May 30. 1 990. Catling himself the “Lord's 
Avenger," the anonymous author claimed to 
have planted not only the bomb in Bari's car, 
but the earlier Cl overdale sawmill bomb as 
well. 41 Stating that Bari's pro -abortion views 
rather than her environmentalism had mo- 
tivated his attempt to kill her — and to bring 
“infamy down on” her by attacking the Lou- 
isiana-Pacific sawmill — he went on to detail 
the construction of both devices in a man- 
ner quickly validated as "very accurate'' by 
SA John Reikes, now functioning as "leader 
of the FBI's team of in vestigators on the case " . ’ fl 
On its face, the Lord's Avenger Letter 
seemed to fit at least loosely into a scries of 
notes received by northern California organ- 
isers-— women were routinely described as 
being “ Earth First lesbians whose favourite 
pastime is to eat box lunches in pyjamas men 
as " Earth First / fellatio experts [who] suck dicks 
in outhouses"- — over the preceding three 
months’ “ Wed always attributed the letters 
to a private individual j Bari says . ,£ thinking it 
was just some right-wing, fundamentalist, 
homophobic, sexually-repressed sicko — and of 
course the description still fits whoever sent 
these things , regardless of whether they were a 
pn vaie party or someone more official— so my 
first reaction was simply to be furious because 
the police were showing no signs of going after 
the guy once it became apparent he was hom- 
icidal and had attempted to murder usT 4a 
But then, certain interesting aspects of the 
Avenger's characterisation of the bombs 
were pointed out to her. For example, the 
writer described the Ci overdale device as 
having been constructed wiEh 1 5" pipe. 


"Foreman warned that 'FBI 
provocateur; should not be ruled 
out in the Bari-Cherney case'" 
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One of the anonymous death 
throats; sent to Judi Bari 


while press accounts and at] the Sonoma 
County Sheriff 's report on which they were 
based had indicated 2" pipe had been used ” 
Only the FBi lab report — which had not 
been made public — mentioned 1.5" pipe. In 
addition, it was found that the Avenger let- 
ter listed bomb components in precisely the 
same order in which they appear in FBI in- 
ternal documents ,J This Jed Bart to con- 
clude that the FB] itself might have 
concocted the note as a diversion — "provid- 
ing a plausible lone assassin not connected to 
Timber or the FBI — once it became clear 
[hat the ariempl id frame her and Cherney 
would not holdup' 1 "And the only reason they 
would do that" she surmised, would be if 
r hey were themselves somehow directly Involved 
in planting the bombs. 

Nor was this alt. A little over a month be- 
fore her car was bombed. Bari had received 
a death threat typed on a plain white card 
and mailed on April 10 from Lhe North Bay 
Postal Si alien in Sausalilo." As it turned out, 
analysis revealed the card was typed on the 
same typewriter as an anonymous and un- 
solicited “inform ant report” — purportedly 
by ri disenc hooted Earth First! member who 
wished to be code-named “Argus —sent to 
Chief Fred Keplmger of the Ukiah Califor- 
nia police on January 6, I99G. M The tetter 
charged that "Forth First recertify began au- 
tomatic weapons training " and that Judi "Barr 
sells marijuana to finance Forth First activi- 
ties" As proof” of the first assertion, the 
writer enclosed a photograph of Bari hold- 
ing an Dei "submachine gun " s * After the car 
bombing. The Uldah police released this pho 
to to the press in an effort to substantiate 
otficia! contentions that Ban was a “terror-* 
ist/ 4 " 

Suspicions as tD who might have authored 
both the death threat and the informant let- 
ter quickly centred on a rather mysterious 
peace activist ' named Jrv Sutley who had 
ensconced himself in the Santa Rosa Peace 
and Justice Center (PJQ about a year-and- 
a-half earlier ^ The reasons for this were 
that, aside from repeatedly (and ■unsuccess- 
fully) attempting to buy marijuana from Bari, 
he himself owned the weapon and had 
staged the gag photo of "Bari and her Uzi" 
shortly after arriving on the scene. M An ex- 


amination of the PJC offices turned up the 
offending typewriter, which the staff readi 
iy sold to Han as potential evidence in a law- 
suit she was by then beginning to consider 
filing against the FBI and 
assorted police depart- 
ments associated with her 
case. 

For hi$ part. Sutley — who 
had no known means of 
support, although he was 
frequently witnessed mak- 
ing liberal use of credit 
cards 4 * — effected a rapid relocation south 
ward, to the home of Dr James Cordon, a 
wealthy Oakland Republican *' Subsequent 
inv* it i gat ion turned up the fact that he had 
"a long history of political sabotage and in- 
timidation of other activists, participating m 
the Peace and Freedom Party '. ' For obvious 
reasons, the possibility that thismade-to-or- 
der i nfiltr at or/ provocateur was employed by 
lhe PHI, and lhai he might be somehow in- 
volved in sending [he Lord's Avenger Lcller 
and/or planling the bombs, was not [he fur- 
shesl thing from Bari's mind. 

Ghosh of COINTELPRC 

Following the suggestions of O'Donnell and 
others, Bari at Iasi began seriously to explore 
possible commonalities between what had 
been happening to her and what had oc- 
curred wilhin the framework of known FBI 
domestic counterintelligence programs, or 
COSNTEI.PROs. as they were known in Bu- 
reau- speak, during the 19605.“ What she 
discovered was increasingly frightening. For 
starters, there was the stated purpose of 
such operations- - do erpose, disrupt, misdi- 
rect. discredit or otherwise neutralise" politi- 
cally dissident citizens of the "United 
Stales — secretly advanced by FBI Direct or 
j Edgar Hoover in 1967.* 3 This seemed an 
adequate enough description of what slur 
and her colleagues had been experiencing 
at the hands of the authorities. 

Then there was the fact that, although the 
program was allegedly terminated in 1971 — 
once a citizens' group proved its existence 
by burglarising files from the Bureau's Resi- 
dent Agency in Media. Pennsylvania — sev^ 
oral former agents have indicated that little 
more was done than to abandon use of the 
acronym ** "Nothing else changed We just 
kept nght on using all the some illegal tech - 
niques fc r rep resting political dissent we d used 
all along,' says one " Only we began Faming 
what we were doing in terms of "combating 
terrorism ' rather than neutralising political 
extremists!'** 

Among the tactics issued. Bari found, was 
that delineated by Hoover in a memo to his 
SAC's (Special Agents in Charge), instruct- 
ing COINTELFRO operatives to be "alert to 
opportunities to have /targeted activists/ arrest- 
ed by local authorities on drug charges " Thi s 
idea was advanced in conjunction with rec- 
ommendations to increase the use of anon - 
ymous letters and other "disinformation 
to confuse and disrupt (dissident/ activities “ w 
The methodological profile dovetailed per- 
fectly with the suspected activities of Jrv 
Sutley. Similarly, a strategy described by she 
SAC Phi ladeLphia as having been used to de ■ 
stroy the Revolutionary Action Movement 
(RAM) — manipulating local police into mak- 


ing "any excuse" to arrest organisational 
members and, if necessary continue to re 
arrest them until they could no longer make 
bail ' — bore an uncomfortable resemblance 
to the otherwise irrational 
treatment she and Cherney 
had received at the hands, of 
the Of DN 

Then there was a mi ssi vc 
from Hoover to his Chiua 
go SAC, directing that "ex- 
traordinary measures” be 
taken in aborting the "for- 
midable threat" to the status quo posed by 
a 'Rainbow Coalition” of various constitu 
encies m the city including not only stu- 
dent groups and progressive organisations, 
but street gangs — being organised by (he 
local Black Panther Party (BFP) chapter and 
Students for a Democratic Society |SDSJ M 
This, Bon realised, was exactly what she had 
been doing rn some ways, at least to the ex- 
tern that she had been able to forge an em 
bryonic unuy among a number of plainly 
disparate elements of northern California 
cultural geography At the time the bomb 
blew up under her seat, she had, been able 



anti-environmental hate group 


io obtain working agreements, not only from 
Earth Fir sliers and other, less militant, envi 
ronmentalisLS to participate in Redwood 
Summer, but militant anti-war activists, (he 
pacifists of Seeds for Peace, students from 
such elite institutions as the University of 
California's Berkeley and Santa Cruz cam- 
puses, and even a few loggers -'" r 

And it got worse. She discovered that af- 
ter the December 4, 1969, assassinations of 
Illinois Black Panther Party (BFP) leaders 
Fred Hampton and Mark Clark— during a 
predawn "'arms raid'’ on Hampton's apart- 
ment conducted by Chicago States Attor 



surviving Panther occupants of the resi- 
dence had been arrested and held under 
heavy bad 1 The arrests were followed by a 
senes of official disinformational pres5 com 
fe fences which general e-d sensational me- 
dia coverage of the victims supposed 
"violent tendencies,” before the charges 
were quietly dropped, 73 This was precise! v 
whal had happened to her and Cherney. Fi- 
nally, she came across the story of how Stu- 


"We just kept right on 
using oil the same illegal 
techniques (or repressing 
political dissent we'd 
used all along" 
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deni National Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) organisers Ralph Featherslone and 
Che Payne were killed in 1970 by a ear bomb 
presumed to have been planted by an FBI 
operative bent upon "neutralising ' their ef- 
fectiveness : 

By ihi* point, even the marked propensi- 
ty exhibited by the FBI and cooperating 
police departments, to impound such things 
nis files, mailing lists and computer disks 
while Supposedly Searching for "bomb com- 
ponents' iti ihe vehicles and residences of 
Bari and her friends began to take on con- 
notations extending well beyond mere in- 
vestigative p ro pnety. " It became dear to me 
that they 'd used the opportunity presented by 
the bombing to ready consolidate their politi- 
cal intelligence on us" she recounts, " Some 
of my fnends called me ‘paranoid T 'but. after a 
while l began to respond with the old Sth 
adage about _ .■ / because I 'm paranoid doesn t 
mean they 're not out to get me . or us r> 

The Richard Hold Connection 

The clincher came when Ran discovered the 
identify and background of the Special 
Agent in Charge (SAC) of the FBI's San Fran- 
cisco Field Office. Richard Wallace Held had 
cui his teeth as a young agent during the 
late 1960a in the Los Angeles office's "Squad 
2/ the team which handled COINTEI.PRO 
operations against the city's BPP chapter He 
excelled in this capacity, overseeing the dis- 
semination Of false information about “Key 
Black Extremists," including a senes of de- 
famatory cartoons forged in the name of 
each croup, designed to exacerbate tensions 
between the Panthers and a consortium of 
violence prone' political rivals calling 
themselves the United Slaves (US) Organi- 
sation/ 1 

This created the context in which two os- 
tensible US gunmen, the brothers George 
and Joseph Stiner. actually FBI provoca- 
teurs. were able in position themselves to 
assassinate LA Rancher leaders Alprcntice 
'Bunchy" Carter and Jon Huggins on Janu- 
ary 1 7, 1969 " In the wake of these murders, 
which Held described in a report to FBI 
Headquarters as a "success, he escalated 
his disinformation campaign. * One result 
was The murder of another Panther,. John 
Savage, on May 23. Again Held took credit 
for The killing and increased the pressure for 
more On August 3 4, a Panther named Syl- 
vester Beil was shot to death by US mem- 
bers in San Diego By fall the “US/Panther 
Wrtr" had spread to the Hast Coast. 7 " The 
final lally “directly attributable" to Held's 
operation, according to the Bureau's own 
documents, was at least six dead Panthers . ,a 

SA Held was also deeply involved in a 
range of other COSNTFLPROs aimed at the 
BPPand its supporters. For instance he was 
a key player in the Bureau’s collaboration 
with LA Red Squad detectives Ray Callahan 
and Daniel Mahoney which resulted in the 
deliberate framing of Carter's replacement 
as LA Panther head, Elmer “Geronimo 
Frati, for the I960 "Tennis Court Murder 
of schoolteacher Donna Olson,* 5 Wrongfully 
convicted in 1972. largely on the basis of 
perjujcd testimony supplied by Julius C 
Bullet, an informant directly supervised by 
Held, Pratt currently remains in prison/ 1 

Richard Held is also known to have per- 
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son ally prepared the sexually malicious dis- 
information packet in tended to discredit ac- 
tress cum H Friend of the Panthers 1 ' Jean 
Seberg which wn.$ printed by Los Angeles 
Times gossip columnist Joyce Haber in 
1 970 PJ The Trauma caused by this episode I 
is widely believed to have Figured heavily in 
Seherg'a, subsequent suicide/ 3 Branching out 
from BPP-related matters, he seems to have 
worked just as effectively against other rad- 
icals, wrapping up his career in Los Angeles 
by helping coordinate the Secret Army Or- 
ganisation (SAO). an extreme nghl- wing for- 
mat ton devoted to the stockpiling of arms, 
bombing office and other facilities of pro- 
gressive organisations, and attempting to 
.issiLvan.itL 1 t in t-. like economist Reici Ro- 
hmer, targeted by ihe Bureau as “Key While 
Radicals " Ml 

In 1975 Held pur in a brief stint in South 
Dakota conducting the campaign against the 
American Indian Movement.” 1 This opera- 
tion resulted, among other things, in the I 
fraudulent 1977 double-murder conviction 
of AIM member Leonard Peltier"' After as- 
signments in the Philadelphia and Omaha 
field offices, and as Chief Inspector back at 
headquarters in 1982. he was rewarded for 
his "exemplary services by being promot- 
ed to the position of SAC San Juan 

In 1986, after work against the Puerto Ri- 
can independence movement, the Bureau 
once again rewarded the man who was by 
now its foremost expert on political repres- 
sion. This time by bringing him back to "the 
mainland'' as SAC Sait Francisco, "He was 
bang groomed for something bigger'' says his 
former colleague of Squad 2, M Wesley 
Swearingen, "maybe even to eventually end 
up as FBI Director. But to get there he prob- 
ably needed a couple more really solid court- 
tenn/elligence coups ,K Ban had learned more 
than enough. On May 22. 1991, she and 
Chcrney filed a $2 million suit in federal 
court alleging false arrest and other gross 
violations of their civil rights by the FBI and 
OPD " Dennis Cunningham, a veteran of 
similar — and successful — litigation stem- 
ming from the Hampton-Gark assassin*- ^ 
tions in Chicago, came aboard as lead 
attorney/ 2 Richard Wallace Held was named 


personally as a prime offender. 11 

Turning ihe tables 

The process of American ‘■justice'' — by 
which no FBI man has ever served a minute 
of jail lime for even the best documented 
violations of the rights of dissidents — moves 
slowly when federal law enforcement offi- 
cials number among the defendants' 1 ” 
Hence, it took a full year-and-a-half. until 
November 13, 1992, for US District Judge 
Eugene F Lynch to determine that there was 
sufficient merit to Bari’s and Chcrney's alle- 
gations to allow their case to proceed. The 
FBI. in the meantime, had argued that it 
could not disclose evidence in its posses- 
sion io the plaintiffs " insofar as if pertains to 
an ongoing investigation and is thus Subject to 
strict confidentiality until such time as the in- 
vestigation is terminated! ® From i hene.it ar- 
gued for a dismissal of rhe suit on the 
grounds that Ban and Cherney lacked suffi- 
cient evidence to move forward ^ To all ap- 
pearances. The OFD took its cues from the 
Bureau during this period. 

Judge Lynch's belated ruling hart the cf 
feet o( breaching this unified stonewall to :i 
significant extent. This forced a series of 
evidentiary disclosures from Oakland., in- 
cluding the initial reports of investigating 
officers and Michele Gribi's photographs/ 
The latter, of course, visually confirmed the 
impressions conveyed in the former plain 
ly. the bomb in Baris car had been hidden 
beneath The seat not on the rear floor, a 1 . 
SA Doyle — and, taler, Lt Sims — insisted/* 
Indeed, one of the documents makes it 
clear ihat Doyle went to some lengths to use 
his credentials as a bludgeon with which to 
intimidate police investigators at the scene 
into either accepting h is version of the 
bomb's placement or at least remaining qui- 
et about contrary opinions. One policeman s 
a ffi d a vi t exp tai ned "flj was advised by Fill 

Agents that the bomb device was on the floor 
board behind the driver’s seat when it detonat- 
ed fl then j .spoke with FBI Special Agent Frank 
Doyle Jr who told fmef that he has been os- 
Signed to th e Inte rnational/ Domestic Terror- 
ism Squad for the past twenty years has been 
framed as a hazardous devices technician, is 
a poh a' instructor m terrorism and bomb mat- 
ters and has processed approximate!) one 
hundred and fifty bombmg enme scenes m the 
United States Agent Doyle has testified in Fed 
Crdt State and Local Courts as an expert con- 
cerning bombing matters"™ 

"ft's kind of incredible that in the face of \ 
these photos / 'the FBI and Sims ' OPD unit/ 
would have floated this lie , '" D enn es Cun n i n g - 
ham noted in a press conference shortly af- • 
ter the materia] was released in May 1 993. 1(0 
The disclosures made it dear that the “ FBI 
and the {Oakland} police knew exactly where 
ihe bomb had been and they deliberately lied 
and tried to frame us, tried to make us out as 
terrorists J observed Bari w All available ev- 
idence indicated his clients had been the 
victims of a ' very sophisticated plot (by law 
enforcement agencies/ planned well in ad- 
vance,'' Cunningham concluded.' : 

At about the same time as the OPD dis- 
closures, the FBI was forced to admit that — 
although the statute of limitations on such 
an offense had by no means expired — it had 
closed its investigation of the bombing sev- 
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eraj months earlier. without informing any- 
one including the court, Despite the fact 
that this, action made its investigative mate- 
rials subject to the same rales of disclosure 
governing (he OPD. the Bureau continued 
to insist it held a vague 'ngbt" to withhold 
evidence at us own discretion. 1 ™ Queried by 
reporters on I he implications of this, Bari 
r tied "Apparently, the FBI .. would rather 
be caught in an obvious cover-up than reveal 
whatever it is they are covering up”™ 

One person who scums to have concurred 
in this assessment was the San Francisco 
S AC hi n ise l ! ' Not too long after Judge lynch 
made ins ruling — this is before we got our 
hands on any of the Oakland police materi- 
al Held placed a personal call to Dennis 
/Cunningham/ and offered us a deal/ Bart 
recou ni s " He said he could get the Justice De 
partment to drop ds appeal of Lynchs ruhng 
which would put things on a different footing 
and maybe pave the way for some kind of set- 
tlement in exchange, at/ he wanted us to do 
was drop him -- juit him, mind you— from the 
list of those named in the suit. We said no way. 
He seemed genuinely upset by our response. 
Sc t guess he could see the writing on a wail 
somewhere." ' w 

What Che writing seems to have spelled 
was the end of a career. On May 22, 1993, 
citing "family reasons" as his motive, Rich- 
ard Wallace Held — at 52, one the brightest 
stars in i he FBI's galaxy —suddenly an- 
nounced his early retirement at a press con- 
ference convened at the Federal Building in 
downtown San Francisco. 1 * 3 True to form, 
he "brushed aside questions' 1 concerning his 
involvement in the lethal anti-Panther 
COIITTEI PRO* of the 60s. dismissing them 
as "sop horn one " Equally telling, he left the 
Ban-Cherney matter utterly unmentioned 
while attempting to take credit for having 
"solved" the still unfolding Dario-Soto mur- 
der case in Puerto Rico. He then left to as- 
sume a position " overseeing fraud control and 
security at Visa international's headquarters 
in San Mateo / California. IOf 

Enter Congress 

As it turned out, another individual who had 
tome to share the views expressed by Bari, 
Cherney and their attorney was Represent- 
ative Dan, Hamburg, a Democrat from Uki- 
ah Beginning in May. while Cunningham 
hied a motion with Judge Lynch to prevent 
destruction ol whatever material was in cus- 
tody of the Bureau, tm Hamburg went to 
work arranging a meeting for Bari with an 
aide to Representative Don Edwards, Chair 
of the House Subcommittee on Civil and 
Constitutional Rights (and himself a former 
FBI agent) m " The idea/ according to Ban, 
was to convince Edwards to convene an in- 
vestigation of FBlpcformance in our case. His 
subcommittee has oversight responsibility for 
the FBI, so it has authority to force disclosure 
of the evidence the Bureau has been withhold ■ 
ing from the court On September 9, 1993, 
the Edwards subcommittee, after reviewing 
OPD material provided by the plaintiffs, an- 
nounced it was initiating a "probe into the 
matter . 11 1 

In December 1993 FBI files relating to (he 
case were rele ised According to an Earth 
First 1 press release on December 14th “the 
X OHO pages of newly released FBI documents 
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show that rather than investigating the 
bombing, the FBI used this case as an excuse 
to conduct a sweeping campaign of surveil- 
lance of environmentalists, both locally and no- i 
non ally 

~ locally, this surveillance included the FBI 
searching the letters-to-the-editor files of nine 

"The FBI and the polite knew 
exactly where the bomb bad been 
and they deliberately lied and tried 
to frame us as terrorists" 

f Northern California newspapers and Confis- 
\ eating letters from environmentalists The FBI 
also interviewed small town police from (he 
timber region, management personnel from the 
timber companies and Wise Use Movement 
antt environmental activists, asking them to 
submit names of, and information about any 
and all environmentalists 


tivfs underlying the FBI’s massive BGSLUC 
operation in the Northeast, using its osten- 
sible pursuit of the Ohio Seven as a pretext 
to harass and intimidate titer ally scores Of 
progressive organizations in that area dur 
ing The nud- 19003 lin The same can be said 
of the Bureau's sustained campaign of desta- 
bilization and disruption against Committee 
In Solidarity with the People of El Salvador 
(Cl SEES) — and. eventually, some 200 "affil- 
iated group s" — beginning at about the same 
time 131 Thun there is the recent under-re- 
ported mallei of FBI involvement with a 
‘'private" private political intelligence app-i 
rams run by the Anti- Defamation League 
of R'nai B'mh (or ibe past forty years jn 
operation which, among other things, pro- 
vided information on US activists to the m- 
lelhgcnce services of Israel and South 
Africa. 141 

Relatedly. there are serious questions 
embedded in FBI interaction With the courts 


a process which has demonstrably resulted 
in the consistent use of “preventive deien 
non" (denial of bail) against selected politi- 
cal targets — Puerto Rican independence 
leader Fi liber to Ojeda Rlos, for example, 
who was incarcerated on non-capital charg- 
es for nearly six years before being acquit- 
ted by a j ury of the Bureau's charges again st 
him N> — and the disparate sentencing of I eft 
activists such as Susan Rosenberg and Tim 
Blunk. 1 ’- And, lobe sure, the question of the 
FBTs role in pushing forward the concept 
and burgeoning construction of “control unit 
prisons" — places like the new federal facili- 
ty at Florence. Colorado, and the State of 
California s institution at Pelican Bay spe- 
cifically designed to reduce political prison- 
ers to "psychological jelly.” 115 
And, of course, there are still those like 
Geronimo Pratt, the New York Three and 
Leonard Peltier who continue eg languish in 
cages decades after they were falsely impris- 
oned — in part to effect their personal neu- 
tralization, in part to serve as deterrent 
examples to others who might elect to con- 
front t h e st atus quo — as part of the F B I’s ea r- 
lier exercises in domestic 
counler insurgency. 14 * Surely, the Bureau's 
continued withholding qf evidence which 
government . and private industry " might serve to exonerate them of the crimes 

j for which they were convicted, and 

What h to be done? f the ongoing dmnfor- 

Exp re ssion Of “public concern" I f TriLn, ^"^""jmation it provides 

by Representative Edwards j I **^8^7 / their parole boards to 

about the nature of the FBI’s / / * r .■ ; / prevent their release, 

political policing activities I T- •• .. ’ ** , / should be subject to 

have been drastically under- J / / scrutiny, 

slated. It is, of course, cer- I j • j / Such things cannot be 
tainly true that the/ / . ■ j /addressed through the 

performance of the Bureau j j jBP j j sort oflimi ted probe initi- 

and collaborating police j f I I atei ^ the Edwards sub- 

agencies vis-a-vis the en- / / £ ywl$7 / .Committee in the 

vironmental movement is / / jragMjfr A -mm -ff M j / Barl-Chemey case. Nor will 
ample cause for alarm. / j V J / /any other such investigation. 

The Ban- Cherney, Fore- / j $ / / or piecemeal series of in ves- 

man and numerous f 1 j / ligations by the subcommit - 

other cases — notably /tee What is needed is a 

the recent murder of ^ /fuil- bore congressional review 

Navajo activist Leroy Jackson in /of Ihe Fiji's domestic mtelli- 

New Mexico — -make this quire obvious. 11 - gen ce/ counterintelligence oper- 

But by any reasonable estimation the issue aliens along the lines of that conducted 
holds far broader connotations. by the Senate Select (Church) Committee 

There are, for example, many unresolved during the mid- 70s. 114 Only such a com pre- 

questions concerning the methods and mo- hensive investigation offers any real pros- 


“ Nationally the FBI obtained the telephone 
records of fourteen Earth First / activists and . 
compiled a list of 6J4 out - of state phone calls 
they had made The FBI then sent this list to 
their field offices around the country and ob- 
tained information on each number called in- 
cluding names, addresses, physical descriptions, 
places qf employment, criminal records, and 
political associations 

" The FBI fries show that no legitimate search 
for the bomber was ever conducted The fries 
confirm rather revelations that the FBI know- 
ingly lied about the location qf the bomb in the 
car and falsified evidence about matching nails 
in Order to justify arresting Bari and Cherney 
far possession of the bomb that had been used 
to try to kill them The FBI also avoided inves- 
tigating leads that seem to implicate timber and 
police in the campaign of threats and harass- 
ment that surrounded the bombing/ The case 
has now been taken up by the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, a New York-based 
public interest law group working on major 
civil nghrs cases. Legal Director Michael 
Deutsch commented " We consider this a crit- 
ical case implicating repression against the en- 
vironmental movement through the 
counter- intelligence operation, i of the FBI and 
the cooperation of the local police, local 
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pect of putting all the pieces together, re- 
vealing at last the true dimension of politi- 
cal repression in the United States. Further, 
at least "within the system/' only an under- 
taking of this magnitude holds any genuine 
potential to finally bring the national politi- 
cal police to heel. 

To do this, any new congressional review 
panel will have of necessity to draw lessons 
from the failures of its predecessor body. It 
musL, for instance, be empowered within the 
enabling legislation upon which it is consti- 
tuted to assert direct access to a// FBI 
records, rather than merely those the Bureau 
itself determines there is no alternative but 
to deliver- Perhaps more importantly, it must 
be mandated to approach its investigative 
responsibilities with intent to refer for pros- 
ecution those agents and officials who are 
exposed as having committed crimes. 

Only when individuals like Richard Wal- 
lace Held are confined at long last to the 
cells formerly occupied by their victims can 
3 1 be said that it is likely the sort of FBI con- 
duct they represent has been curbed, or is 
even curbable. It is possible — -just barely — 
that Don Edwards' intent to delve into the 
Bari-Cherney matter, and the FBI's attempt 
to thwart it r is the wedge which will open 
rhe door to such results. If his subcommit- 
tee were to do its job, this would be the ease, 
in Lhe event it doesn't, which is roo&t proba- 
ble, two alternatives present themselves. 
The first is that the political "war at home” 
will continue to intensify in the months and 
years ahead, until a bona fide “American 
police stale" reaches its final phase of con- 
solidation. 1 ^ The second is that the citizen- 
ry as a whole, or some truly significant part 
of it, recognizes that there is no defense 
a gain st this peril to be found in ,: due proc- 
ess” and takes such extraordinary measures 
as are needed Lo abolish not only the FBI, 
but the entities which supposedly oversee 

' it 

• ■ * * 

Postscript: "Bomb School" exposed 

Jttdi Bari's case against the FBI is still in 
court In January 1 994 the US Appeals Court 
turned down the FBI's third and final at- 
tempt — for now — 10 throw It out. Despite 
the FBI’s ‘qualified immunity' the ruling was 
strongly — three to aero — in favour of Judi 
Bari, indicating that the Court believed that 
no reasonable officer could have made such 
a false arrest as an honest error and that, if 
evidence such as the police photos were 
true, it was done deliberately, maliciously 

■ and with ill-intent — a definite violation of 
rights. The FBI declined to take it to the 
Supreme Court where a loss would have set 
a very bad precedent, 

This ruling moved the case on to the 'dis- 
covery phase' which gave an Opportunity to 
uncover further confirmation of the FBI's 
role in the case. When questioned under 
oath David R Williams, a top bomb expert 
who convicted the World Trade Center 
bombers, admitted that the car-bomb was 
triggered by a 'motion device' — a ball-bear- 
ing that rolis to hit two contact points, Al- 
though Williams had seen that the bomb had 
clearly been left under the driver's seat he 
failed to write a report of this fact which 

■ could have exonerated Bari. It was 'not im- 



The photo sent anonymously to 
police with a note that 'Earth First 
recently began automatic weapons 
training'. Suspicion fell on the gun's 
owner who staged the 'gag r photo 


the bomb and nails in Bari's house were from 
the same batch of 200-300 nails, as attribut- 
ed to him in the QPD statement. 

The most shocking discovery was that the 
leading FBI agent in the frame-up, Frank 
Doyle of the San Franscisco Field Office's 
International /Domestic Terrorism Squad, 
had conducted a ’Bomb School' in Eureka, 
California just two weeks before the ear- 
bombing, This 'Bomb School', at the ’Col- 
lege of the Redwood' in the heart of the 
Redwood region, was open only to law en- 
forcement personnel and included Sgt Han- 
son, lhe Oakland Police's lead investigator, 
who had unsurprisingly deferred to the ex- 
pertise of his instructor, Doyle, a fortnight 
later at the bomb scene, 

A more sinister aspect of the 'Bomb 
School' training was that it included prac- 
tice at blowing up cars with pipe bombs. The 
FBI however argue that they " were instruct- 
ing people on how to handle a bomb scene, 
not on how to blow up a car". The course 
also covered incendiary bombs and during 
the very week of the school the Cloverdalc 
sawmill incendiary partially exploded. Sgt 
Hanson denied that the incendiaries stud- 
ied were of the type used at Clover dale, but 
was able only to point out one small com- 
ponent that differed. When asked whether 
explosive devices had been placed inside lhe 
passenger compartments of cars, Sgt Han- 
son replied. J 7 believe a couple were. Yes.* 
The sawmill bomb was important in falsely 


"The FBI compiled a list of 634 
out-of-state pnoite calls the Earth 
First! activists had made and sent 
the list to field offices nationwide" 

porta ru enough'; this despite having been 
specially flown all the way from Washing- 
ton DC to make his examination. In what 
has turned increasingly into a game of ‘mu- 
tual deni ability’ between the FBI and OPD 
he denied having ever said that the nails in 


linking Bari to the later car-bomb: FBI 
records describe Ban as a labour organiser 
targeting the mill's owners, the Louisiana- 
Pacific Corporation, and therefore the prime 
suspect in that bombing, and since, accord- 
ing to the records, it matches the later car- 
bomb she must again be the prime suspect 
for that too. The FBI bomb school was held 
on Louisiana- Pacific Corporation timber- 
lands. From this new information Bart con- 
cludes that the Clover-dale bomb was a 
“footprint” to point to her "two weeks before 
the bombing somebody planned not only to 
bomb me bat to blame me for It. 1 can ’t be sure 
that It's the FBI but what 1 a say about Bomb 
School 1 is that when faced with information 
like this you have two choices, you can either 
be a conspiracy theorist or a coincidence the- 
orist. " 

After the 'discovery phase' of the case, 
pre-trial motions begin — another opportu- 
nity for the FBI to stop the case— followed 
by the full trial. A first hearing has been put 
back from September 23rd 1994 to as late 
as May 1995, Lawyers estimate such cases 
to take ten years, meaning about six more 
for Bari’s. At any point the case could be 
stopped on a technicality. "/ have no Mu* 
cions n , she says, "in fact f filed this case as 
the only way to keep the case alive and get 
more information about it We still haven 't 
found out who bombed me and there jf still no- 
body trying to find out". At the same time 
the Congressional probe, Bari's other hope, 
is expected to continue— after FBI stalling— 
with her local Congressman recently re- 
elected against a rightwing opponent. 

Particularly surprising, and sobering, for 
Bari and her supporters has been a near-to 
tal press blackout extending not just to lo- 
cal papers, who are implicated in handing 
over Che public's letters to the FBI, but to 
regional and national papers too. The mam 
paper in the region, the New York Times-af- 
flliated Santa Rosa Press Democrat, like oth- i 
era, bent over backwards over a period of 
months to show that lhe Earth First I era were 
terrorists who blew themselves up, Howev- 
er when police photos were released show- 
ing that investigators had lied about the 
position of the bomb the paper was not in- 
terested; a $2,500 half-page advert had to 
be bought to print the photo 

And despite the developing case and new 
evidence, even the left press is nut interest- 
ed: The IVation and In these Times both re- 
jected stories about it. Only Alexander 
Cockburn dealt wish the bombing, in 1990. 
The adoption of the case by the well-known 
leftwing public Interest law firm, the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, was an important 
first and — according to Bari — a break with 
the left’s continuing tradition of not taking 
the environmental movement seriously. 

Despite the bombing, the ‘Redwood Sum- 
mer' went ahead as planned, attracting 3,000 
protestors from across the country. There 
has as yet still been no serious attempt to 
pursue the bomber. 
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At War With 

Society 

How the 'political police' battle against social change 

T he Bullish security services depend of social and politic i 
foi their funding on constantly idem- f&~ Rimingtoni actual I 
tifying threats to the -security of (he asks people to conta 
slate Historically the easiest way to do as directly ’ and promt: 
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T he British security services depend 
for their funding on constantly iden- 
tifying threats to the security of I he 
state Historically the easiest way to do 
this was by suggesting that organjjintiom work 
ing For social change were Secretly hir.de d by 
c nejn y countries Over the eenli i r i OS l he Fre neb, 
Gem™ and Russians have figured a* being be- 
hind strikes and protest movements in Britain 
fa i lii ary Intelligence 5 [MIS, or as they now 
prefer, the Security Service) and its police cous- 
in Special Branch for as it used lo he tilled, the 
Political Branch) have relied on friendly coniacrls 
in the media to help create the climate of fear 
md tatted that they depend on This simplistic 
I io rrnfv.gr k proved highly effective for justifying 
the funding of operations against such threats 
i.h the miners. Communist Party andCND These 
security Services' are eofi-sr&ntly looking for new 
groups of people to vilify and, where possible, 
foreign enemies to Link them with There has 
been a long and largely secret struggle between 

a wide variety of progressive ■ — 

social movements and the ju> a jg jj j 
rightwing security services. Iwllw IQ' 
MIS has at its disposall „ _ *%### . 
2 000 staff, possibly ten! 9** OFT 
times that numbe r of age nts I *# c *%■ a n 
and, according to Stella Rim- US SQCI 
ingtoti, £150 million per an- 
mini An organisation with 
these resources must be hav 
mg a huge impact on British pollin'.'; This im 
pact is magnified by the loyalty shown lo them 
by other sections of society, particularly the 
media. Their access lo, often unpii:d h agents in 
i he m edia to mpEements then use o f <i gents wil h- 
in targeted orga nisations Accor ding t o : eseai ch 
n r Larry G Haira these agents can be used to 
Create events that the media can cover, for ex- 
ample by encouraging violent incidents They 
also gather information such as names and ad 
dresses, set up individuals for police action or 
mediH exposure and generally create chaos The 
July 1993 booklet. The Security Service, makes 
clear the importance attached lo agents '"The 
work involves the identification, vcn/f/mroi and 
subsequent careful direction of an individual 
within target organisations' As cx Chief Com 
liable John Alderson says 'Poftftcal police seek 
to infiltrate agents and informers into ad aspects 
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A F-'OKXiF.R thitf l’i. mumble 
bandied 3 blunt dimwH i»n 
UTlisti inuJliflMKe wiMm 
ftnenUy- 

Jnliti Aldcncin (i li-wiJ 
V dv; 1> -on 3 nd t owiu’ji ; 
of SOCtCfl Ond political fnrrr. :hJi Hli 

}tfe~ Rirmngion actually 1 K " s1 ^ 

asks people to "contact *ad ht tun uww "n*M- 

us directly \ and prom is * 1 "t" c Juk! tfl 1 ' ' 

cs that Char attention is peopt* 

paid to the welfare of the ""^anaons Nil I® jminl 
* j , *. cui 1 he daiwrrs. he tud 

Services agents . ’ 

En 1993 Rimmgton ad- "This •> a ^pry ikonymj 

mitt ed that the collapse wiiMsi®*." 

i. „ Mt Aklerson belumMI? 
of iht.- Sovtei Union has m i(> m..h kjofc. for 

resulted in rapid changes rotes u-»* thr (.old Wajji 

in the service r Chief 

amongst these was that resources devoled lo 
Irish terrorism have grown substantially J to 
around 5Q J - of its budget This was bolstered by 
the victory ovr.t t'ru.- police in October 1992 when 
MIS look over from Special Branch reaponsibii 
ity Tor Irish terrorism on 'the mainland' This vit 
tory was shortlived - despite the suprtsingly 
large number of I KA bombings in the capital riur 
ing 1993 - because of the ceasefire. 

Where does this leave Ml 5 7 John Wad ham of 

Liberty says, "There is no 

i | needfor MIS to exist * 

™wl I lD5 ever, too many journalist 

^ poliiicians and academics 

* ensure would be implicated were 
"* I Ml 5’s rple in British politics 

roie Id be publicly debated, Mt5 
■■■BSBBBfBl has sought lo counteract 
2n^3jQl|L|Xl any public pressure with ,1 

publicity drive, forexiimple 
Stelh Rirmnglons June 1994 DLmbleby Ittciuro 
Clearly she wants to avoid the fate of the ClA 
whose head resigned in the face 0 / massive cuts 
and critical publicity A Labour election victory 
could seal her fate 

O'Hara alleges MIS is stepping on the toes, of 
Special Branch an its efforts to secure its Eulure 
Both have much to gam by exaggerating the 
'threat' from small political groups One tech 
nique is to claim that broad based movements 
have been infiltrated' by 'extremists' As O'Hara 
shows, it is Mh ihnl has □ history of infiltrating 
and inflaming protests using agents prcvoca 
tern's and other illegal techniques. In 1993 he 
exposed an attempt to use an agent provoca- 
teur, Tim Hepplc. against two small groups of 
Green radicals around Green Anarchist and Green 
Revolution magazines [see O'Haras A Ue ton Tdt 
and At ftdr with the Truth). 


MIS ‘let bombs 
go off* to ensure 
its security role 
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Smears against green radicals a re contimung 
In a front page snide entitled ’'Crackdown on 
i^reeTii ttr ronsts" {Independent 29/12/94) John 
Hc^ley-headofSpecialPr.in'h.MldCnmeCor- 
respondent Jason Sennetto that ' 7'herv arc a lot 
of people concerned about the environment . . . iYe 
are primarily concerned about the extremists, those 
who for example put bombs under cars " This is a 
new and outrageous insinuation without any 
supporting evidence How Long be lore a British 
Judi Bari is Set-op >0 make this lr.ie n Thr article 
describes how " green activists are to be target- 
ed by Special B F cnch ' aF, .> new priority Howjey 
gives as examples of recent green activism the 
,md roads protests ai Twyfprd Clown gn d the M- 
tl link Groups highlighted in ihe article were 
the Freedom Network, Green Anarchist and the 
M nv iron mental | sic. Forth ) Lib er-it tort Front 
In the following edited excerpt from his new 
book, Turning Up The Heat Ml5 After The. Cold 
War, Q'Hara details what he sec* as a growing 
campaign using tha media against Faith First! 
UK [EP!) and the E»rth Liberation Front (ELF) 
The book also contains details oE alleged opera- 
tions against the far lefl . f4r nghl. Ulster Loyal- 
ists. MefbrOrt Glyndwi. the Scottish National 
Liberation Army and ihe ALF 
O'Hara predicted that Ml £ was seeking to re- 
place the original leadership m the violent nco- 
nazi group CIS with its own agents Fn January 
1995 some of the old leadership weie arrested 
in a series of raids, exactly as he had predicted 
No less disturbing ns hia contention that US ne o- 
nasi Harold Covington, wlto is iniimately in- 
volved w r ith Cl 9, might be art FBI asset He 
hopes Turning up the Heat will prevent other en- 
trapmeni operations from proceeding O'Hara 
plans lo publish further details o:i V. 15 and Spe- 
cial Branch provoealemrs in the future 









ing /biff/ a) 1 contribute to a mature and resil- 
ient structure- ELF actions are covered, a spe- 
cially in Green Anarchist, but there has not 
been a tangible support structure 

It is into this broach that state agents have 
sought to enter The first of note was Tim Rcp- 
ple whose activities I have already written 
about (see A Lie Too /brand At War With The 
Truth) \ [ere for the first time 1 alert readei s Id 
an oi h er fasc ist, this time with n a apparent c on - 
n fictions to Searchlight (unlike Tim Hepplc), 
but whose actions and agenda seem to be very 
dose to MI5"s and whose trajectory and meth- 
odology — inciting violence and causing d; 1 .- 
nipUort wherever he goes, especially in the 
an imal rights mov em e n E - seems to pans! I el al- 
mnM exactly that of Hepplr Much more will 
be :iaid of this person Stuart McCullough of 
— — — n the International Third Posit ion — 

elsewhere but one thing can he re* 
veiled nnw Running back l 
jHMflH now-defunrl Belfast PO Bnx 132. 

Stuart McCullough, and other:. i\r 
tuaily set up a dummy HLF mail 
ins address, BM ELF, London 
WC1N3XX This, the ELF is an or- 
’* 2*11 ganisatiqn [and a cause) McCul- 
jk/Jl lough had previously never shown 
any interest in at all, and the setting 
’jMh' up of a dummy group would seem 
fBpp-fr to perfectly ht the 'pseudo gang' 
mo ^ e - which is pari of the stanu- 
v j" .irf!' • •! Lcrr ; 

e:^‘:r : v I' '■■ . .^.r r '■ ■ 
vir/j ally no fascists h av e ev e r eve r i 
heard of tb e F L F he should seek to 
W set one up. even going to the extent 

&iS of producing bogus leaflets. 

— Even if the ELF now has a pris- 
oner support group, its necessarily ethereal 
nature means that all sorts of lies, fitting in 
with stare agendas, arc being disseminated 
about it. A particularly outrageous, but whol- 
ly logical Step, is the story Ehat another jour- 
nalise with connections to Special Branch 
recenily suggested The homeless campaign 
magazine the Big Issue cover This posited links 
between ecotage (ecological sabotage) and 
Ccmbai 18! The suggestion of such links fits 
in with MIS and Special Branch's agenda. 
Their number one goat is not the protection 
of I'arli amentary Democracy but the survival 
of their own organisations. To do this they en- 
courage political violence and, to provide cov- 
er for their activities. Create as much 
complexity and confusion as possible using 
agents both in the media and on the ground, 
as well as under it 

All of this is intended to culminate in acts 
of violence similar to l he bombing of Judi Ban 
(see previous article) to focus media, and pol- 
iticians', attention hopefully then ensuring 
continued survival of funding for more opera- 
tions You have been warned' the struggle con- 
tinues. 

Larry O'Hara 


a ' broad alliance of environmental animal lib- 
eration. worker, anti fascist and revolutionary 
groups". An individual alleged to be behind 
the distribution address for Terraist, was tar- 
geted in the Sunday Times by John Harlow 
Harlow openly admitted that he received the 
information from Special Branch 
This then is the background to the current 
State of play vis-a-vis radical Green activists. 
'1 he state has been busy attempting to crush, 
distort and. manipulate such initiatives The 
most simple form r Ins has taken is the spread- 
ing of lies and general disinformation about 
the tactics of the anti-road movement Follow- 


»! real Greens began wilh a particular 
H ly mist y piece in the London Evening 
Standard { 15/10/92) which inves li- 
gated the growth of militant groups in the cap- 
ital 1 The author Paul Charmafi wrote that 
"security experts are also concerned about the 
dramatic nse in the number of New Age ‘groups 
on the fringes of the Green movement who are 
prepared to use terror in support of animal rights 
and ecology issues". Earth First f, an entirety 
peaceful group committed to "non-violent di- 
rect action' (see preceding article on FBI op- 
erations against US Earth First!) in all 
circumstances, was described 
as an assemblage of outcast 
Greens ", and he informed us 
Lhat "some of the more extreme 
activists arc thought to operate 
in underground 1 cells ". The ad- 
dress and photograph of the 
then office for Earth First! Ac- 
tion Update was printed, sand- 
wiched bciwcen lhat for the 
neo-Nazi Blood & Honour nee 
work and helpful advice from 
Charman to readers: "as well 
as expressing sympathy or sup • 
port far terrorist activity . they 
>. TF.y are also potential targets 
for attacks from nval groups" 

This theme Was returned to 
again in the Evening Standard 
(10/ 12/93) in an article by 
Tony Maguire commencing on 
growing support' for ELF cells This article 
cleverly interweavcd Earth First 1 and the eth- 
ical shop- 1 1 fling group CRJSP with the ELF" so 
giving a false impression of the difference in 
outlook between these groups The utter -dev- 
astation wrought upon Twyford Down by the 
incessant mad building programme, and the 
damage being done elsewhere in the undis- 
closed attempt to build a whole new network 
of motorways to lead from the channel tunnel 
to the whole country, means anti-roadte pro- 
testers aren't going to go away Hitherto, the 
stale has made heavy use of private security 
forms {such as Brays Detective Agency ft. 
Group 1) for surveillance and other purposes 
{Daily Telegraph 27/21^3) 

The increasing self- aware ness of some pro- 
testers has led to a burgeoning political con- 
sciousness (for example 'To be or not to be 
paranoid" by Annette Tibbies in Do Or Die 
1 991) which quire rightly worries the state, and 
the road- builders. An especially interesting de- 
velopment has been the anonymous publica- 
tion of one issue (Spring UHM) of a magazine 
called 7?™ tsi The editorial sharply differen- 
tiates the magazine from Earth First!, being 
more in sympathy with the line of the ELF 
which was born during direct action at Twy- 
ford Down The Terra 1st well aware of the 
need for proper security something lost on 
many in the Green movetmenr. rightly criticis- 
ing Earth First 1 for listing home addresses as 
contact points - the article by Charman above 
clearly show the dangers of doing this. Sym- 
p achy for th e s Lreet t acti cs of Anti - Fast ist Ac- 
tion is openly expressed, and all in all this 
strand of consciousness is a quantum leap in 
terms af the Green movement Similarly, a 
leaflet anonymously distributed to advertise 
the occasional Earth Nights', whereby the ELF 
asks supporters to inflict economic sabotage 
against the "forces of reaction" is equally in- 
terested in a wide front of struggle, calling for 


Green guerrillas 
booby-trap sites 


mg on from a fairy-story in Construction News 
(30/6/EM) falsely alleging "man-traps' had 
been set by anti-road protesters, John Harlow 
wrote a much-criticised article in the Sunday 
Times entitled "Green Guerrillas booby-trap 
sites' (3/7/94). This sought to transfer the 
biamc for violence at road-si ten onto the vic- 
tims, and contained specious attacks on the 
ELF quoting a Group 4 employee as dcscrib- 
i ng " strong links between urban anarchists such 
as Class War and the ELF'. The article brought 
about a furious response from anti-roads 
groups. Given the amount of public support 
they have. Earth Fired, and the No M- It Cam- 
paign may get somewhere with the Press 
Complaints Commission; my personal expe- 
rience suggests they will not 

Propaganda has by no means been the only 
mode of secret slate operation. Placing agents 
inside groups for entrapment purposes has be- 
come apriority as has the setting up phantom 
groups, or 'pseudo-gangs 1 to use ibe terminol- 
ogy of Brigadier Frank KiLson. ex-command- 
er of Ihe British army in Northern Ireland 
Until recently, before the Earth Liberation 
Prisoners Support Network was set up, there 
was a window of opportunity for state assets. 
Up until then the ELF did not have a tangible 
support structure making it easy for the state 
to manipulate Like the ALF the ELF has an 
underground cell structure. However the ALF 
has sjrvivedbecause II has a recognised offi- 
cial {but non-opera ti on al) spokesperson in the 
form of Robin Webb, who though not connect- 
ed with illegal activity in any way (despite at- 
tempts to frame him) can nevertheless 
knowledgeably comment on and speculate 
■i bout any an im al n ghl actions earned out. The 
animal rights movement also has two excel- 
lent publications, Arkangel and the ALF Sup- 
port Croup Newsletter which have proved 
resilient to repealed police raids. A wider set 
of organisations andmagazir.es such as Turn- 


up ft* flff ih/r t* .'ftMWfi frai ItW) (ail i* 

fK pCpJ- 

4 br rw fr W & >.? !IW If*' p&pi 

43 We Itififi Jr frtft fa m mp it XrtfAigfa im Dffpr Q 

(«*»■ 

flHfitb «i paunrfi liefi^ mi IN3* pjjrAlt If Lafrjr QHtri d's M tdc 
4 Jit, I mill m WIN m. Lrrr <MI*i wrkunn film ltin| *d mM 
untipivriliKr a\i b iiekiig nd(4 c«pm i! lei win At line' 


RJ (t tt tfc bhfiiun hiuHTil < :* PP »« } M ^ k «j 
( wcvl MUfri - hf Atmui ftft 1140, If* If* Mil 

JU (liib HUtTl-t awipd Im I hJinl. MJ kpperten *■' - 
wffrv, if a iL*o. l pm t-n wtn ns H/Mwittiyj, tm*i ro 
ri, Nnthaft, HiJdjc m til (f U&W. tfi nrnAlj). Ml *tWl 
tJt R] flm IJk Hitdwiltr art I FT (iref wilt iAf). (tp*rlb il Ir.ul 
iciiiiim *ndi lul *1 rttnli 


GPfNffU 1995 



INTERVIEW 


Green self . 
Green societ y 


C ynog Dofb MP was elected on a 
Plaid Cymru/ Green Party ticket in 
one of the 1992 election ’s biggest 
surprises. What yeas in the political 
programme you helped him put together ? 

Remember that this was a local alliance 
between the two constituency parties. We 
formulated a programme tailored to local 
needs, but there is nothing in it than runs 
counter to the policies of either of the na- 
tional parties It was and is a classical radi- 
cal green recipe for a dis empowered and 
impoverished region an individual, co-op' 
era live and community entrepreneurial re- 
sponse. to be backed by a strong, resurgent 
local government and an adequate public 
service infrastructure. We highlighted the 
rich potential of West Wales in renewable 
energy, sustainable forestry. Organic farm* 
ing and green, small-scale tourism Local 
economic self-reliance and community em- 
powerment were presented in the UK and 
global context, as a means of improving the 
quality of life of ail of Dor people and of nur- 
turing our distinctive way of life and the 
Welsh language which depends on it. 

flow much of this programme has been 
successfully put into practice. 7 

At the Westminster end Cynog has been 
recognised as a first-rate green Ml 3 by Eng- 
lish greens originally opposed to our alli- 
ance. His work with Green Party campaigner 
Ron Barley on the Energy Conservation Sill 
is well known, and they've already started 
work on a Road Traffic Bill Back lit Ceredi- 
gion our next big push will be to wm control 
of the new unitary county in 1&95. with a 
team of Green and Plaid Cymru councillors 
armed with a programme to make local gov- 
ernment do things the Tories never intend- 
ed Campaigning groups on renewable 
energy, healthcare, and clean water have al- 
?e;idy made an impact, and they are now 
being joined by four new shadow commit- 
tee i| environment, planning, education, and 
social services). Ceredigion Greens weren’t 
allowed to try for a deal with Plaid Cymru 
over the Euro- election, which is an ull-Wates 
matter. However, our joint campaign com- 
mittee continues to meet monthly. They're 
great people to work with. 

ft a Welsh Parliament an important 
goal for you or do you focus more on grass- 
roots areas ? 

The two are mutually supportive Wales 
now has a largely separate government ad- 
ministration. headed by a veritable gover- 
nor-genera] ruling through a network of 
quangos filled with Tory placemen (yes, 
they’re mainly men!). There is now a major- 
ity in Wales for a revenue -raising, legislative 
Parliament, and this can only be a matter 
of time It is the keystone of our policy, head- 
ing a green Welsh confederal ion drawing 


Strength from a Europe of the Regions 

Many people art afraid that regional - 
isi parties harbour xenophobic attitudes — 

"A steady state economy needs a 
steady state society, ana that will 
depend on steady state people" 


is Plaid Cymru free of this type of nation- 
alism? 

The radical green perspective has always 



Paul M 


"The decentralist libertarian 
socialist tradition is the only 
acceptable radical alternative" 

been one Of confede rally-linked small na- 
tions , regions and human -scale communi- 
ties. The alternative is the transnational 
'level playing field' of free trade,, subordinate 
and marginalised peoples, an alienated in- 
dividualism — and truculent surviving 'na- 
tion-states' like Great Britain. So, isn't the 
problem about how best to nurture an in 
elusive, ennehmg a/huntlssn ail- scale nation- 
alism instead of the violent, exclusive, ethnic 
kind? Racists of any kind get short shrift in 
Plaid Cymru But could English readers 
1 please try to imagine what it is like to live in 
a small country whose national identity, lan- 
guage, distinctive way of life and what's loft 
of its economy arc being overwhelmed by 
what we see as the bland, anonymous con- 
sumer culture of our overpowering and cits- 


Though inspired by the Green Party's 
political success in Wales, Ken Jones, 
author of Beyond Optimism, explains 
that green radicals thorn solves may he 
their own worst enemies, unwilling to 
confront inner tendencies towards 
fundamentalism and ideology 

empowering neighbour 

How has your book been influenced by 
your experience in Wales ? 

It's been an important experience person- 
ally, but has only marginally influenced the 
book. A valuable positive experience has 
been that of winning with a visionary poli- 
tics which is nevertheless realistic and 
down-to-earth We ve also developed an in- 
clusive. grown-up kind of politics in place 
of the confrontational rubbishing style of our 
opponents, and this has won us a lot of re- 
spect And the taste of so much fresh, live 
and locally-grown idealism reminds me of 
the Sixties. Why do radical movements keep 
tripping themselves up and selling them- 
selves short? I wrote Beyond Optimism to try 
and sort out my answer On the riebiS side 
in Wales I'm afraid that my arguments about 
green fundamentalism are being confirmed 
on my own doorstep I believe green poli- 
tics can find strength in diversity and flexi- 
bility: same policy everywhere, bur freedom 
to adapt strategy to local situations. In fact 
leading members of Wales Green Party have 
all along been quite virulently hostile to what 
we h a ve been doin g i n Ceredigion and seem 
determined to strangle it 

In his foreword Jonathon Porritt writes 
that the 'eco-sodai liberation’ you pro- 
pose is based on libertarian socialism 
which the Labour Party has long since 
forgotten , and which the green movement 
needs to rediscover if it ts to have the in- 
tellectual rigour needed to promote polit- 
ical transformation Do you agree ? 

The decentrali st liber la plan socialist tra- 
dition is the only acceptable radical alter- 
native that we now have that could make a 
good fit with the imperatives of a steady 
state ecologically sustainable economy. Un- 
fortunately it is a tradition that tends in the- 
ory to romantic utopianism and tn practice 
to a quarrelsome fundamentalism. My book 
is an attempt to make that tradition more 
credible and serviceable. And since it would 
much reduce the role of both market and 
state, its practicability depends very much 
upon the kind of people we are — or could 
become. That's why I put as much empha- 
sis on the inner work of deve toping self- 
awareness as on the Campaigning outer 
work A steady state economy needs a 
steady state society, and that will depend on 
Steady state people. So far the Green par- 
ties and kindred radical movements have 
hardly been an advertisement for steady 
state people, have they 7 

You focus on barriers that block the ef- 
fectiveness of many radical movements 
and in particular the psychological ones; 
what are they? 

Yes, my basic contention is that there is 
something profoundly insecure about our 
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human condition itself which, individually 
and collectively, we try to cover over with 
belongingness, self-confirming achievement 
and simitar mentalities and behaviours, For 
example, the theories which movements for 
radical change need 

to have about the tCElds in tii 
world become to j 

some extent dogmat- UtOpmiltSli OIK 

ic ideologies which quom?! SONIC f U 
throw more light on 

the mentality of their adherents than on the 
social phenomena 'out there'. So busy are 
they fighting for a better world that they 
don't realise that they themselves are also 
part of the problem. However, the book is 
about much more than this, with plenty of 
analysis of our eco-sucial situation and strat- 
egies for responding to it. And the wide rang- 
ing review of our assets, from red-greens to 
eco-feminists is, l think, unusual, 

Amongst other things you coil for ideo- 
logical disarmament. What is this? 

My book contains checklists to help a 
group undertake an ideological audit aimed 
at increasing the effectiveness of the organ- 
isation and making it a more fulfilling envi- 
ronment in which to work. As well as an 
open, up fronl agenda, groups and move- 
ments, as well as individuals, run on largely 
hidden subjective agendas which common- 
ly lead to frustration, destructive conflict 
and burn-out, as well as to objective failure 
because the world is different from how the 
movement badly needs to see it. 

Ff&w could peopte get into the 'inner 
work 7 ? 

in my experience you need to get to the 
end of the line as an activist before disillu- 
sion and frustration compels you to begin 
to explore where all this stuff is coming from, 
and why we can’t do better, It took me half 
a lifetime to get to that point, and I'm sure 
most of my readers can get round to it quick- 
er... Different people will find different ways 
of developing this self awareness, alone and 
in groups. Some will go for psychotherapeu- 
tic strategies, and others for more tradition- 
al spiritual paLhs. Unfortunately many of the 
latter are not as accessible as they could be 
for someone coming from an activist secu- 
lar background, hence the particular con- 
cern in my book to demystify spirituality a 
bit and make it more approachable for those 
readers. In fact, Frits Schumacher and oth- 

Activism and integrity 

I have spent years in politics working with 
people who said all the right things, but 
whom 1 would not trust to cut my lawn be- 
cause they are so deeply frustrated, angry 
and resentful, I cannot remember how many 
times 1 have sat in meetings with people who 
talked about saving the human race but 
whom i found it very hard to like or to trust. 
They seemed to be operating on the basis 
of anger, hatred, frustration, resentment, all 
the wrong motivations. Many were in terri- 
ble marriages, their home lives were miser- 
able. 

in the 60s and 70s (and in some activist 
circles it hasn't changed much since), when 
the me e tin gs fin is hed an d the h eavy ta] k was 
done about saving the world, the men left 
and the women had to clean up, It wasn’t 


er greens have found chat a regular, simple grey people, test t] 
awareness meditation can keep you very tofight’eml And e 
much in touch, as is explained in my book. no matter how go 
Isn V this impracticable and won't it an outburst from 
lead to quietism and n on-in valvement? so v i olen 1 1 hat i t's c 

Not at all. Working where beyond just 

"It tends in theory to romantic on OUr minds could Lng? In fact there i 

„j „ surely become as fash- ' in the green move 

Utopianism Dlllt in practice to a jQj-jabEe as looking af- the peace or sod 

quarrelsome fundamentalism" ter our bodies is dogmas of ideoio 

al ready. I t’s not too di f- flim sy ante 1 1 ec tu al 

la cult to imagine the day when every sera- very personal fea: 
Otis campaigner would have the habit of a You characters 
regular ’work in' to maintain awareness of like Edward Goi 

how she was experiencing things and act- paternalistic autt 

ing out in the world, As to quietism, this is self are critical o j 

just the opposite to the problem of the ac- individualism. D 
tivisl junkie fixated on changing the world personal freedom 

in double quick time. Both such fervent at- mobility to help 
cachments are part of the problem. If you munity? 
don’t have to elmg for dear life to being ei- Ecological imp 
tb er a my a tic or a mi !i tanl, tb en you arc free d imperatives nee 

just cheerfully to doing your best with as steady state econo 
much awareness as you can open to. That's responsibilities at 
ready aj] it’s about! What we are short of is For example, they 
passionate moderates, radical conserva- spring to one or n< 
tives, reasonable revolutionaries and tem- travel wherever wi 
perate extremists. at conflict resolut 

Ho w does the Hew Age movement fit in than simply go i ng i 

with your idea of inner work? kind of authoritar 

Not as much as 1 would like. I find too likely response to 
much of an all- sing- . .. 

ing, aii.dnndng fast Groups and movements, as well 
food spirituality that os individuals, run on largely 

tends to be superfi- .* . . K * / 

cfoi, seif-indoigent Hidden subjective agendas which 

and socially quietis- { Ommon |y lead to frustration, 

tic. Nevertheless, . „ > , , 

there are places in destructive COIlfllCt OHO DUm OUt, 

the movement „$ we || as f 0 objective failure" 

where s e n ou s l nn er * 

workisgomgon and, whe re there is al tea s t ever, by rebui Id in g 

some potential for helpful input to the in reciprocal du tic 
movement for radical eco-soctal change. our social worth t 
What are the major instances ofideol- e raced as attacks c 

ogy that you've seen in the green move- What kind of j 

ment? now feel is most ^ 

All ideology solidifies useful contingent Be cicar about 
ideas into articles of faith" small is believed which you believe 
to be invariably bcauti fa I, traditi onai cu [lures but w ithout alio wi 

are ideal is ed with out reservation,, and b lore- o n utr jpi as. L ook 

gionalism. decentralisation and other use- and get started on 
ful green notions are treated as cure-aEis If which you really lit 

you're not green then you must be grey. you think you oug 

Beware of working too closely with those a bunch of people 


and socially quietis- 
tic. Nevertheless, 
there are places in 
the movement 
where serious inner 


Song before women in radical groups had 
had enough- they'd had enough of the shit 
work, If your politics doesn't begin right here 
in this relationship with me, your lover, your 
wife, your girlfriend, they said, how can we 
trust you to .save the world. 

I’ve come to recognise that their self dis- 
covery is a maturing process in everybody's 
life, and if people don't have the chance to 
do it then life is going to be sad and tragic. 
I'm therefore willing to be patient with peo- 
ple while they work these issues out on the 
grounds that I feel that the more people be- 
come fully realised human beings, the bet- 
ter they do in politics, 

Theodore Roszak, "Have we learned any- 
thing Important", Self and Society, (11/93). 


grey people, test they steal our ideas, better 
to fight 'em! And even half a mile of tarmac, 
no matter how good the reason, can arouse 
an outburst from the green fundamentalist 
so violent that i t's clearly coming from some- 
where beyond just con corn about mad build- 
ing? In fact there is as much intolerant rage 
in the green movement as there ever was in 
the peace or socialist movements For the 
dogmas of ideology are no more than the 
flimsy intellectual front for an awful lot of 
very personal fear and anger 

You characterise 'anti-modern' greens 
like Edward Goldsmith as romantic and 
paternalistic authoritarians but you your- 
self are critical of modern restless hyper- 
individualism. Do you advocate limits on 
personal freedoms such as privacy and 
mobility to help faster a return to com- 
munity? 

Ecological imperatives, plus the social 
imperatives needed to hold together a 
steady state economy, inevitably emphasise 
responsibilities at least as much as rights. 
For example, they require us to limit our off- 
spring to one or none, to give up the right to 
travel wherever we fancy, and to work away 
at conflict resolution and mediation rather 
than simply going all out to win. Hence some 
kind of authoritarianism is, I fear, the most 
likely response to deepening ecological cu- 
ll sis. The only alternative 
merits, OS well to such a super state is 

n oil laraelv that - webecDrn ^ the ^ nd 

■ H* f of people who are bet- 
geilG 0 S Wh icn t er abl e to 1 i ve -and work 

i frustration to s elher ' and we shan,t 

, , r be able to do that sim- 

Qlld DUm out/ ply by thinking harder 

ive failure" about green values We 

can get some help, how- 
eve r, by rebui id in g real c om mun i ti es wh e re- 
in reciprocal duties and obligations confirm 
our social worth rather than being experi- 
enced as attacks on our personal Liberty.. 

What kind of political activity do you 
now feel is most fruitful? 

Be dear about the general direction in 
which you believe we shoufd be travelling, 
but without allowing yourself to get drunk 
on utopias. Look, where your feet are now 
and get started on realistic projects of a kind 
which you really like doing (rather than what 
you think you ought to be doing). Join with 
a bunch of people with whom it'll be great 
to hang out when the going gets tough. But 
please don't do as 1 did and waste too much 
of your life investing yourself in movements 
which no longer deserve such single mind 
ed loyalty. Walk tall as your own woman or 
man, without the crutch of a Big Idea. And 
the bottom line is inner work which can 
make us so unshakeably at peace in our- 
selves that we are truly free to be of use to 
others. 


1 Beyond Optimism - A Buddhist PcMcat Ecology by 
Ken Jtmes, 1993, John Carpenter Publishing. POSox 129. 
Oxford 0X1 4PH, 212 pages, £9.98. 

■ Sfrang Lessens for Engaged Buddhists 
A shod tefi/siluaiionst critique o( politically-engaged Bud- 
dhism, available from Ken Knabb/ 'Bureau af Public Sd- 
cn$ls, FO Box 1044, Berkeley, CA 94701 . Or Irons Open 
Bye send stamped sae plus 2nd class sta^p, Hard-tiil- 
tin-g but not wholly unsympathetic. 
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A Red-Green 
Let-down 

F.CO- SOCIALISM 

FROM DLEP ECOLOGY TO 
SOCIAL ]USTrCF 

David Pepper 

{London, Rouiledse 1993. pp 26ft. 
110.99) 

Reviewed by John Morrissey 


The overlap between Green and Red ls po- 
tentially fertile political territory It is occu- 
pied by those socialists who reject both Lhe 
seductive revisionism of the Labour Party 
'modernisers' and the obsolete dogmas of 
lhe far left revolutionary groups Very simi- 
lar ground is inhabited by those Greens who 
reject not only market solutions based on 
'green consumerism' and environmental 
taxation but also new age mysticism and 
belief in the need for 'deindustrialisation'. 
Rut attempts to build a Red-Green politics 
have not got very lar. A weighty contnbu- 
l ion by David Pepper therefore deserves to 
be taken seriously. 

Eco-socialism is a learned and highly the- 
oretical work. Pepper is a Principal Lectur- 
er in Geography at Oxford Brookes 
University nnd an orthodox Marxist How- 
ever. his ostensible aim is not to claim 
Green territory (or Marxism, but 
lo define the theoretical 
basis for an eco -social- 
ism which combines the 
best of both traditions. 

Unfortunately he fails, pre- 
cisely because he remains 
imprisoned in the orthodox 
Marxist approach. Pepper is 
fro m th e out se t pe rsuaded tha t 
orthodox Marxism already 
holds the answers. He declares, 
b re athta kingly, chat " a communist 
society cannot, fry definition, be ec- 
ologically unsound*. For one at 
tempting a synthesis of Marxism and 
Green politics, this is not the most 
promising of positions. 

David Pepper does not, it seems, like 
Greens very much They are accused of 
"incoherence, millers onanism and utopianism " 
and iater of " vagueness, incoherence, woolly' 
mindedness and occasional vapidity" He is 
concerned throughout not to explore com- 
mon ground, but to emphasise the differenc- 
es between Greens and socialists. " There is 
similarity, there is correspondence” he con- 
cedes "but it is not that close, and the gap 
may not be easy to jump." 

He introduces his defence of Marxism by 
demonstrating that Green politics is not, 




despite the claims of some piominent 
spokespersons, a clean break with all previ- 
ous political traditions Green politics may 
well have started from new premisses and 
concerns, namely an awareness of Ltrgenl 
environmental crisis. Bui its evolution de- 
manded (hat it engage with issues not di- 
rectly relevant to the natural environment. 
Greens therefore drew eclectic ally from var- 
ious existing political traditions, but mostly 
fro m an a rch i sm S u, a it ho Ugh s om e desc ri p 
tive elements in Green politics may be new, 
its prescriptive elements are not. 1 am not 
going to take issue with that, 

Having correctly identified Greens as an- 
archists. Pepper is now on familiar ground, 
rehearsing the longstanding feud between 
anarchists and Marxists. A distinctive fea- 
ture of his method is the use of neat tables, 
detailing, for example, how different politi- 
cal philosophies relate to environmentalism. 
But this technique of classification only 
emphasises his determination lo seek out 
difference, not explore similarity 

The major part of E co-socialism is taken 
up by analyses of Marxism and anarchism, 
and their relevance to the issues raised by 
ecologists. His 93-page section on ' 'the Marx- 
ist perspective on nature and environmental- 
ism" is the work of an expert scholar For 
students of politics, it alOhe almost justifies 
the purchase price. 

Many of his arguments are persuasive. 
Despite Its recent battering. Marxist socio- 
analysis still provides convincing explana- 
tions of poverty, exploitation and 
environmental destruction These 
things have not just happened. 
Her are they the result of human 
sh jpid ity or lack of und or stand- 
ing, as many Greens seem to 
believe. They are the inevita- 
ble and intended conse- 
quences of capitalism 
Capitalism cannot be 
greened' by well-inten- 
tioned interventions in 
the free market, or by 
better* educated con- 
sumers behaving 
more 'responsibly'. 
Capitalism cannot 
be reformed* it 
must be abolished. A 
Green approach is necessarily 
a socialist approach. 1 am not going to 
take issue with that judgment either. 

His section on anarchism is more critical, 
but equally useful. Rut again Pepper Is more 
concerned to demonstrate the differences 
between Marxist and anarchist theories and 
practices than the correspondences. The ta- 
bic listing these disparities fills one and a 
half pages. Anarchists and Marxists certainly 
have found plenty to argue about, especial- 
ly the role of the stale. But they start from 
not dissimilar analyses, and have fairly co- 
me idem objectives. Furthermore, the differ- 


ences between Marxists and anarchists are 
less wide than the differences within those 
traditions. As Pepper admits, anarcho-syn- 
dicalism is pretty close to some forms of rev 
olutionary socialism, whereas it is a long 
way from the latter In social democracy, and . 
from the former to extreme forms of liber- 
tarian individualism. 

Pepper's commitment to orthodox Marx- 
ism extends even to an unwillingness lo 
apologise for Marxism's historical record. He 
dismisses lhe picture of Marxism as an 'in- 
humane. totalitarian, inefficient nightmare as I 
'bourgeois misrepresentation " Greens find 
ample justification for rejecting Marxism in 
the environmental crimes of previously ex- 
isting socialism Pepper dismisses these as 
merely “debatably relevant.” Bui any at- 
tempt to build a Green socialism must take 
as its starting point the historical fact that 
what orthodox Marxism promised in theo- 
ry it failed to deliver in practice. At best that 
ideology yielded a drab inefficient bureau- 
cratic state; at worst it provided the oppor- 
tunities for evil men to pursue evil ends by 
evil means. 

Theory can only take us so far. Marx had 
his priorities clear: " The philosophers have 
only interpreted the world m various ways; the 
point is to change it. ” But Pepper's section 
on "eco-socialism in practice'' is a mere nine 
pages long. It is precisely this delinking of 
theory from practice which enables him lo 
ignore Marxism's disastrous historical 
record. Never rnind the human cost, it looks 
good on paper. The historic failure of Marx- 
ism even suggests that il may now be a mis- 
take to theorise on such a grand scale at all 
Or that if we must, then we need to under- 
stand that ah knowledge is fragmentary anil 
incomplete, that some things ate in princi- 
ple unknowable, and that ah grand theories 
must be handled with extreme caution 1 am 
a Green socialist, and by Hcilbroner's defi- 
nition, which Pepper accepts, I am proba- 
bly a Marxist too Many clues to the causes 
of, and the solutions to, the ecological crisis 
can be found in the Marxist tradition. In- 
deed, we are unlikely to discover those so- 
lutions without a creative reappraisal of 
Marxism, anarchism and much else besides 
Pepper has attempted to contribute to that 
reappraisal, but has delivered instead an 
apologia for orthodox Marxism That de- 
fence is robust, learned and frequently per- 
suasive, but it is not an exploration of 
Red- Green politics. Eco -socialism expects 
Greens to give up a great deal of hard won j 
territory whilst conceding very little Marx- : 
ist ground indeed. But we are unlikely to 
build a Red-Green politics if one ideology, 
now badly tattered, is deemed to hold the 
field from the outset 

In their desire to appear "new', Greens 
have consistently ignored the origins of their 
movement in anarchism and libertarian so- 
cialism. They wish to be "not right not left, 
but ahead* As the fabric of Western civilisa- 
tion unravels, and Europe descends into at- 
avism and tribalism* the fatuity of that 
position is demonstrated even more brutal- 
ly. Greens are not above the battle, and the ■ 
nan i ral a 1 1 tes of Gr e en pol il i cs are on L he left. 
Regrettably, Eco-socialism will not contrib- 
ute greatly lo building such alliances. In his 
anxiety to rehabilitate orthodox Marxism, 
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i lavul Ik pper ha.-i delivered a scholarly but 
unhelpful -i l til divisive book. Green social- 
i >1 ■■■ inyseli included, are disappointed 

.-■■■■■- Mfunssey is a physic a n in a Muitends fospOai, 
.■mi; ••■ i r-i.m oJ l<ur fjrer:'! Party ffjceCiit.ve He co ed 
ils a nciwsleilfif ktr Grow Party r adicais called The 
Way A m it-.ii J 1 :i i ir ieti and Drive, N iinealon. Wai *■ ea s. 
i V I u / I.A ( se nd saeiddnaliun I t>r a ropy } 


Government 

needs 

‘ terrorism ’ 

BEYOND 

TERRORISM 

J III nm Lui'MtN [ Ol THE 
AUSTRALIAN SECURITY STATE 

Jenny Hocking 

Alien tt Unwin, W.t $Au.\ 244/5. pp 246 

Reviewed by Val Plum wood. 


I ; cw atrocities arouse as much revulsion as 
those counted as "terrorism". Unlike the col- 
lective .ind anunyitious casualties in the vast 
and distant calamity of war the terrorists 
victims come home to us in mr-dia cover 
age m all ihetr particularity and immediacy, 
a^, individuals like ourselves cut down as 
they go about the same small tasks of daily 
life 

h is difficult io ignore the collective polit- 
ical context ot w.ir, but easy to delete that 
of i he individual terrorist; in its absence, the 
act takes on a special quality of horror, irra- 
tionality and unpredictability. The terrorist 
as evil Other is poised to strike at random 
into individual lives, evoking the “existen- 
tial dread" of the collapse of civilisation it- 
self. 

Although the moral difference between 
killing ihnocen t ci vi liens with ca r b onrs bs and 
kill rig [hem with Tomahawk missiles has 
never been made clear, the special combi- 
nation of immediacy and horror makes the 
terrorist imaginary a potent tool for manip- 
ulating public opinion. 

As Jenny H Peking's well-researched ac- 
count shows, the terrorist imaginary has 
done sterling service as the major justifying 
and organising ration ale for security servic- 
es ever ihe last two decades in Australia and 
elsewhere Hocking 's book presents a de- 
tailed history of its development in Austral- 
ia and gives Ihe best critical discussion to 
date of its effects on our society and the di- 
rection of security organisations. 

Beyond Terrorisms an essential update for 
civil libertarians and democrats; for those 
on the Lett who still mutter darkly in cor- 
ners about ASIO (Australian Security Intel- 
ligence Organisation), and for innocents 
who wonder why counter-intelligence docs 
m>[ wither away with the ending of the Cold 
War. Beyond Terrorism shows how military, 
intelligence and policing models have 
mcigcd to create a hybrid of domestic se- 
curity policing that is at once more routine 
and more sinister. 


Th< counter-terrorism model provides not 
only iL rationale for expanding security or 
gam nation a while shedding accountability, 
but 4ti all- weather guarantee of the need lor 
Iheif services. A terrorist incideni (and if no 
such Jill idem occurs naturally, one can al- 
ways be manufactured.) provides (he pretext 
|ui j a pul reurganisalionof ailing intelligence 
nuns into paramilitary security organisa- 
tions that bring the function of surveillance 
mine LliU'iily logoi her with the tunction of 
r mill. n y sly It: response. (The creation o \ the 
Ansli-di.m leriei .d Police and oilier counEer 
lei mui si oigamsalioNs in the wake oi the 
Ibiluh bombing provides tin exdmpit- ot 
i fits) 

Id til fill u.m persistently fstls lo appeal 

I ln-i lUillii Hits can be Ji-.t In show that I he 
huge outlay . ?n cuunter-ierrorisl orgamsa- 
I ih in lias been etlective in " keeping Austroha 
pee from the Horrors of international terror- 
ism" 

These advantages help explain why ihe 
terrorism model replaced the less durable 
communist threat' ("subversion") model as 
the mainstay of security services even be 
fore i he ending ot the Cold War. This shill 
has occur red even in countries like Austral- 
ia where, as Joan Coxsedge remarks, the 
terrorist threat to the safety of the average 
fin /an as considerably less than that posedl 
by (he proverbial redback on the toilet seal. 

There has been much speculation about 
the role of the security services in the event 
that cemented the counter-terrorism model 
in position the Hilton bombing. Hocking 
marshalls evidence that points strongly lo 
security service involvement in Australia's 
only major episode of terrorism. 

Beyond Terrorism adds greatly to the 
strong case for a broad-ranging inquiry into 
Australia's security and counter-terrorist 
network The bombing saved the day for 
security services at a time when they were 
threatened by the major pressures for review 
begun by the Labour Government of the 
l§70s The bomb. Hocking suggests, was 
meant to be discovered, not detonated, but 
the bombing still achieved its organisation- 
al objectives. Just what those objectives 
mean for political freedom in Australia is 
Clearly explained for the first time in Hock- 
ings’s book 

Hookings skilful analysis of the concept 
of terrorism show how the counter-terror- 
ism model fosters militarised policing and 
thinking about dissent. According to key 
British consultant Sir Robert Mark, whose 
report after the Hilton bombing Was the 
blueprint for the formation of the AFP (Aus- 
tralian Federal Police), politically motivated 
violence is ” the worst erime in the book " . By 
(be using on political motivation for violence 
and branding it as the ultimate evil, the 
model can justify widespread political sur- 
veillance and help to problem arise dissent 
via the easy conceptual slide from "political 
protest to "politic ally motivated violence" 
to "terrorism Once "political motivation 
has been demonised, any hint of violence at 
a political protest [and both "violence" and 
terrorism" are highly elastic, contested and 
political terms) can be used to vindicate an 
extreme paramilitary response. And in the 
absence of international terrorists the mod- 
el can create a demand to find local "terror- 


ists” 

It is disturbing in this context chat the la- 
bel terrorist' and similar militarised de- 
ls* upturns ( "guerrilla groups ") have been 
Ireely applied recently to politic#: protest - 
f r. most notably by members of the strong- 
ly i nun ter -terrorist orientated AFP at Aj.Icx 
(A ustralian International Defence IZxJubi 
tion) 

Gulf War ^tylc 'media -.management' ah 
Mocking shows, a notably effective and 
widely at I up led tealure ol Mark's model 
aids the labelling ol political proieslers as 
"vinlcnl" li is .i paradoxical feature ol the 
model rtut iti application lo suppress polit- 
ical protest and create social rigidity brings 
about thr very violence it claims lo prevent 
I’ohTiCrtl violence is typically pursued i n rig 
jd political contexts as a desperate way ol 
vntciing demands thal a mure open and re 
spunsive policy can discuss and negutiale 

Just as 'he intelligence gathering func- 
tions of Ihe old spy networks have been in 
crea singly normalised under the 
counter-terrorism model as part of ordinary 
policing, so the special squads lhat have 
become a routine feature of both ordinary 
police work and political protests in Austral- 
ia m the last decade have normalised a par 
a military response, Such squads have been 
implicated in racist violence both here and 
in the United States. 

H oc kin g n otes th a t the difference b e« ween 
military, police, and intelligence units be- 
comes increasingly hlurred as paramilitary 
policing collapses the crucial distinction 
between the demesne, civi! police strategy 
of minimum force and the external, military 
strategy of maximum force. 

The real threat in the Australian context 
is posed not by ihe isolated terra list inci- 
dent but by the manipulation of the terror- 
isl imaginary as a threat to democracy, as 
measures qf control that have no place In a 
free society arc introduced as exceptional 
and gradually installed as normal, A aerial 
body so policed has not only lost its free- 
dom but has learned to confuse the weight 
of its chains with the force of gravity 

Vi Plumwood'amoslfecenl uooK Famniim antf fa 

*pjb ! shei by ftaJledge Rev ■>« w -i 
eC f'O Ti ihe Ggnoena ’ res. 


Paradigm 
Police: a New 
Inquisition? 

FORBIDDEN 

SCIENCE 

SUPPRESSED RESEARCH THAT 
COULD CHANGE OUR LIVES 

Richard Milton 

Fourth Estate, 1994 , hbt £14.99, pp264 


This umely and interesting book sheds lighl 
on many of the areas of research which arc 
deemed oil -limits by increasingly assertive 
guardians' of science; a self-appointed new 
'priestly caste ' wh o, accor ding t □ t he au I hor, 
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deci de the score of here'iv and taboo inseL- 
f n r 1" 1 Sllb;e-:= covered include preventa- 
jivc/aleerr-atTYE medicine, 

bioenergy, 

lVJ'rV^l I 1 1 - I VM KiP'lwn photogra- 

phy. cold Fusion, 

- m' 

I 

m ■ 

H 

I 

pciur 

l | |J (■ meni of 1 m- 
%■ U j . i Hj J m a o u e l 
^ P 1 1 l l " j J Velikov sky 

and llri Gcllcr, 
iwo ol the 

#TnrTtfW most conlro- 

hi ' ti'-r i 

^ are especially 

i LI tmn noting. Others include Wilhelm Re- 
ich and Rupert Sheldrake 

Milton has a lot of nme for the amateurs, 
dcr ided loners, eccentrics and non-scientists 
who, he argues, have provided us with a dis- 
proportionate number of the sci enb Tec inno- 
vations and findings that wo value today. On 
the other hand the F5000 million a year of 
public funds spent on scientific research — 
with little public oversight it all -provides 
a sl.irk contrast with its lacked results. Med- 
ical science and the drug companies are sin- 
gled out for their failure to make any 
significant headway in recent decades whilst 
Continuing to ignore studies that prove that 
preventative and holistic methods of treat- 
ment really do work 

None of this is unprecedented — many of 
the most significant advances of The last two 
centuries were greeted with ridicule and 
anger by top scientists of thr day Faraday 
was dismissed as a charlatan after his dis- 
covery of electromagnetism and X-rays 
were declared an elaborate hoax by Lord 
Kel vm J/ijrc travel is bunk ~ wr rc t he words 
spoken by Britain's Astronomer Royal just 
two weeks before Sputnik 1 went into orbit. 
Meteorites were dismissed as a superstitious 
relic by ihe Academic Fran 5 ai sc which en- 
couraged museums to throw out 1 heir spec- 
imens; Thomas Frtison s olooiric lamp was 
dismissed as a "completely idiotic idea ' by 
5 r William Preece. chief engineer of the 
GPO New phenomena — such as flight, or 
TV and radio— are always weak at first, Mil- 
ioti explains, making rt all the more easy for 
mem to be dismissed and ignored however 
important they may later turn Out to be, if 
they survive. 

The present marginalisation of scientific 
dissent and alternative worldviews and the 
dominance of a reductionist western scien- 
tific viewpoint may mean that we lose or 
ignore important scientific discoveries for 
reasons entirety non- scientific, Milton fears. 
Timidity and conservatism in science was 
recently illustrated by Cambridge Universi- 
ty '5 1992 appointment to a senior research 
fellowship in parapsychology of an open 
opponent of such resear chi 
Though Ear from comprehensive, this is a 
broad ranging, level-headed, and readable 
introduction to the mammoth field of sup- 
pressed knowledge. 


mgfan, London. Pont. Zurich. and Frankfurt, 
or even relieve Them, or set li mits To our Satan - 
;ra agat ns! animals and plants' Even the 
popular notion of at ms conversion is reject ■ 
F>d as an escape, civilian mass production is 
no more peaceful than military mass pro- 
duction. He is msistenl "Greens behave eve- 
rywhere as if they dtd not know Thar the 
scandal lies no} in the defects of the system 
hut in its existence and m its sail relatively 
efficient functioning 

Bahro presents us with the . hoice: suicide 
or spiri rual rebj rth I n ncr t r ansfor ma Lion has 
become a foundation for all his thinking 
"there is no path to salvation which avoids in- 
dividual transformation ' It is not the politi 
cal system but the psychological structure 
oE humanity which blocks ihe way to eco- 
logical politics he explains. Bahro foresees 
a kind of new worldwide Invisible Church 
having a major role in what he calls the ec- 
ological Turn -a round movement 

This kind of approach is often found 
alongside a weak political understanding but 
ihis is not true with Bahro, Indeed he ls a 
convinced anti-capital isi and despite this 
. strong focus on 'inner growth' 
his book is dedicated to INrtkc 
Meinhof {in whose suicide he 
doesn't believe). What a relic! 

' that personal rraosformarion 
has nr.: ii'd him into Ihe implau- 
T 'H sible pseudo-SCientific New 
Age beliefs Of our own David 
I 1 c ke wh o so ul t r a paranoid I Hi j - 
minati coniiol the world' con- 

'* SL 

. . * I left him ,-ri isi •l.iloil. inlolernr 1 
and u ni nt eg ra ted fl gure, a s well 
as effect i veiy an ti -s e mi t i c H a h ro 's mitu e nc- 
es are more conventional— from Marx to 
Meisler Fckhart— and lie only draws on a 
few of the more intellectually credible cul- 
tural philosophers who have attracted the 
New Age label 

In practice Bahro calls lot a change of life- 
style towards one of 'frugal beauty' and 
"voluntary simplicity' .'small living cir- 
ri' - ^ cles should be built up as 
seeds lor puicw decentralised 

_i. I 

communitarian society, even if 
rit the beginning we "do the 
splits" and put one foot in both 
camps- the old and the new — 

r ^ iifc while we iry things out One of 
Jf his many suggestions is to allow 

jf. everyone Ihe me of lOOOm^ of 
land. 

rT-TVfe'.' As if much of this isn’t already 
far beyond the pale for most peo- 

pie he goes evphim MitU even 

the constitutional state and parlia- 
mentary democracy may have to be seen 
as disposable if the goal to rescue humanity 
is to come first. Pluralism may help us dodge 
the vital changes. !n 3 ,icl the idea that it may 
only be catastrophes that are in the end 
enough to persuade us 10 change our de- 
structive ways. and bring in a Salvation gov- 
ernment’, exerts quite an aiTr action over the 
author 

This is an impo riant book by one of the 
European green movement's influential Uto- 
pians. but not a place to look for easy an- 
swers or near solutions 


A World to 
Change 

AVOIDING SOCIAl 
AND ECOLOGICAI 
DISASTER 

THE POLITICS OF WORLL> 
TRANSFORMATION 

Rudolf Bahro 

Gateway Boots. 1994 , £9.95, pp 355 


Rudolf Bahro came to prominence with his 
book 'The Alternative in Eastern Europe 
a critique of 'actually existing socialism 
After two years in prison in East Germany 
as a leftwing dissident in the late 70s, he was 
allowed to leave for West Germany where 
he joined the fledgling Green Fatty. Bahro s 
politics developed into an anti industrial 
eco-funda meni a I ism 1 an d he be- r 

came an intellectual leader of ihe aiitfd 
■fundts'- — the fundamentalist 
wing of the party In 1985 he quit mg 
the Green Dirty, disappointed at "ty v 
their co-opt a non by the system mJ 
and their transformation into a 
IDE pari;, cur- 

tcad rig u i' :>!•:; HHr 

University in East Berlin where 

hr ha r i d I hat every Mu UMK9j 

dent studies basic ecol ogy, ^ ' ; r iSy,* 

Bahro "s thinking is literally 
post-industrial imports should be reduced 
to the level of 1 00 years ago, our standard 
of living should limp to about 1 / 1 0th of what 
it is now no tourism, avoid banks, pharma- 
ccuticalsand all the rest These are unavoid- 
able steps if we are to set to rights an 
ecologically unsustainable system which 
carries genocide, biocide and cihno- 
cide to ihe rcmolesl corners of the 
earth, he 1 cits ns Our task must be to f*. 
slop Ebc modern industrial Megama- i T" t 
chinei arul develop substitutes for its • ' j 
supply function s lo break our addic- . jS 

Bahro's imellectual discussion is 
mterweaved with his experience of % 
policies, particularly in the German L *- f 
green movement. His advice is MLm f 
Pathamen- should have been uKA 
used tp get across the message 
of pulling oul uE Indus" rial ism to 
the medici— not wasted on en- 
vironmental cosmetics. Reformism just 
trains the dragon we should be fighting, en- 
vironmental protection gives a 'green' legit- 
imacy to the industrial system — pushing the 
imperial consensus back together where it 
is breaking 

He corner oui strongly against any talk of 
Red-Green coalitions to form a majority 
against the right' This is only "the most re- 
cent variant of a left-wing tannest and cow- 
ardice in thinking" eco-sodalism is still 
J exterm in ism', "No 'majority against the 
Right T he tells us, " will end the arms race 
stop the Megamachine, free the damned of this 
earth from the weight of the 'good life 'in Wash - 
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REGARDING 
N ATI MU: 

IN IMIS l HIM ISM AND DEEP 
I DOi.OGY 

Andrew McLaughlin, 

.'W/v^jv; SUNY Tress, t Vb f pp 290, 

Reviewed by John Clark 


One of Andrew McLaughlin's goals in this 
welcome new work in e co-philosophy is Vo 
build bridges between the social and nature 
traditions!' This is a very worthwhile endeav 
our, considering the long-standing propen- 
sity of each Lo overlook the insights of the 
other — whether on the level of theory or 
of practice. It has not been uncommon for 
advocates of social emancipation Id dismiss 
ecological issues as a secondary concern, 
to be taken care of after the goal of social 
transformation is achieved, or even to con- 
demn them as frivolous preoccupations of 
the privileged. Similarly, partisans of nature 
have often minimized the importance of the 
quest for freedom and justice in society as a 
digression from Lhe pre-eminent task of sav- 
ing the planet, or have even branded that 
quest as merely another legitimation of de- 
structive human domination. Polarization 
has even plagued the radical ecology move- 
ment itself, with social ecologists sometimes 
charging that deep ecologists neglect the 
social roots of ecological crisis, and the lat- 
ter often replying that the former's empha- 
sis on the social betrays a lack of authentic 
Commitment to nature, 

McLaughlin does not hesitate in this work 
to draw on both of these traditions, and he 
manages to synthesize many of their diverse 
insights in a very encouraging way. This 
achievement reflects a growing mutual un- 
derstanding between the left and social jus- 
tice movements on the one hand, and 
ecological and environmental theorists and 
activists on the other. In addition, it is one 
of the best statements thus far of a common 
ground for both social ecologists and deep 
ecologists it is not entirely clear why 
McLaughlin chooses to identity himself with 
deep ecology as opposed to other contend- 
ing ' radical ecologies" such eco-feminism, 
bioregionalism, or social ecology, which are 
discussed in a rather cursory fashion in the 
book. However, in making this identification, 
he refutes the frequently-levelled charges 
that theorists associated with deep ecology 
have a merely superficial grasp of social is- 
sues and that they are ignorant of econom- 
ics. McLaughlin's approach ss often quite 
sophisticated in both areas. Indeed, he does 
funder the rubric of deep ecology} much of 
what social ecology has c silled for in eco- 
logical thought — and at times does if better 
than many social ecologists. 

McLaughlin agrees with both social ecol- 
ogists and the left in general that a wide- 
spread naivete concerning social realities on 
the part of the defenders of nature has 
turned many ecological demands into mere 
' utopian oughts." In his attempt to avoid this 
kind of idealism, he points out the impor- 
tance of the "problem of agency" (alias "the 


historical subject" of Marxism and critical 
theory), a question that has often been ne- 
glected lately even by the ’“ social" tradition 
McLaughlin understands well the inher- 
ently anti -ecological nature of the capitalist 
system He notes that capitalism operates 
in a world of “biosphere people" in which 
the effects of ''ecological mistakes" can be 
avoided tor a long time through “ displace- 
ment of damage onto Other societies.’' Unfor- 
tunately, his account neglects somewhat the 
important topic of their "displacement ' onto 
less privileged or less powerful groups within 
the “'displacing'" societies themselves (the 
basis for the rapidly-growing environmen 
tal justice movement today). However, he 
correctly noLes the constraints on freedom 
inherent in a "monetary society" in which 
the illusion of contract hides a lack of "indi- 
vidual choice and consent." He summarizes 
the incompatibility of capitalism and ecolo- 
gy in three points' that the ideology of the 
| m arket reduc es co m plex, in te gr a ted ec osy s- 
tems to mere collections of resources for 



commodity production; that market-based 
decisions have no relation to long-term ec- 
ological sustainability; and that capitalism 
structurally requires an ecologically -disas- 
trous expansion of production, 

A major omission in McLaughlin's discus- 
sion of the dominant world system is the 
absence of a sustained discussion of the 
Third World. Strangely, he chooses to "pay 
Hide attention to the problem of the Third 
World " became he wishes to focus on * in- 
dustrialism and its ideologies of nature," Yet 
this ignores the seemingly inescapable fact 
that the entire dominant problematic of de- 
velopment has been founded precisely on 
industrialism audits ideology. While he may 
he right in his co mention that wha t th e Third 
World "needs most right now* is an under- 
standing of the errors of industrialization, in 
the world of a global economy and "free 
trade," this is inseparable from its compre- 
hension of the role it plays in the capitalist 
industrial system . 

McLaughlin is quite clear in rejecting so- 
cialism as a means of reforming that indus- 
trial system. Unlike many recent critics, he 
does not rimpiisLically equate socialism with 
the Marxist-Leninist movements and re- 
gimes that have Jong dominated that tradi- 
tion. Indeed, he rather generously defines it 
as a system that “ consciously subordinates 


economic decisions to social plans in the inter- 
est of social justice and equality!' He believes 
that in principle, socialism could break with 
the ecologies Ely data] ideology of industrial- 
ism and growth, However, he contends that 
in real history proceeding from actually- 
existing social conditions, any “centralized 
socialism' will inevitably produce bureau- , 
cracics that will be interested in increasing 
industrial production in order to sat isfy both 
pub lie" desire for material consumption "and 
their own "political need for social control!' 
He tears that even market socialism will fail, 
in that it will succumb to either the logic of 
Lhe market or that of centralized adminis- 
tration . Th cm gn t his i s qu i te convince g there 
is a major gap in the discussion. There is no 
serious consideration of decentralized, dem- 
ocratic self-management or communitarian 
ism as an alternative co state or market 
socialism, and the reader has no idea of his 
view of such options (which he perhaps ex- 
cluded from the discussion because of their 
frequent classification as forms of anarchism 
or "utopianism 1 '). 

McLaughlin reiterates the strong critique 
of modern science recently levelled by Car- 
olyn Merchant and others, though he tends 
to overemphasize the centrality of the mod- 
ern scientific world view in legitimating the 
dominant system. The judgment that the 
"stature of the scientist in oar society rivals that 
of the priest in theocratic societies!' reflects 
the academic subculture more than the 
dominant culture, in which eeonomism, not 
scientism, is the dominant religion (as 
McLaughlin recognizes elsewhere). While 
the idea of the world of physics and chem- 
istry as lhe "real world" has importance, es- 
pecially in the product! on 1st substratum of 
the society of consumption, the dominant 
imaginary of that society is the consump- 
tion! st imaginary, While McLaughlin ad- 
mires some of Marx's ideas, he might have 
drawn more on the latter's analysis of the 
fetishism of commodities, which suggests 
that the "removal of divinity and animism" 
from nature has Jed not to their banishment 
in the name of "scientific objectivity/' hut 
rather to their project ion on to the commod- 
ity, Yet, McLaughlin's discussion of science 
and society is often insightful, as when he 
shows how reductive science (along with 
economists thinking) has corrupted con- 
temporary '“ecological" or "environmental" 
discourse. There are also noteworthy ref ec- 
tions on the modem idea of “mastery of na- 
ture,” including com men Ls on the ways in 
which thinkers like Marcuse and Habermas 
fail to overcome the problematic of domi- 
nation of nature 

After an effective critique of the kind of 
superficial environmentalism that he calls 
"reactive/" McLaughlin discusses, at some 
length, deep ecology and "radical ecocen- 
trism," His acceptance of deep ecology 
stems from his adoption of the eight-point 
deep ecology platform devised by Arne 
h;acss and George Sessions (see Open £ye 
2, page 35), rather than from a commitment 
to any particular underlying philosophical, 
religious, or other justification of those 
points. In some ways, this seems reasona- 
ble, since the platform gives a rather gener- 
al sketch of ecological principles and 
practice. However, this very generality ere- 
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atcs certain problems that arc not adequate- 
ly faced by McLaughlin For example, the 
platform States that humans " have no right 
to reduce /mm j ' richness and diversity cr- 
eep/ to satiric vita! needs* Yet without a the- 
ory of needs (implying an ontology and 
philosophy of human nature) this statement 
is vacuous Furthermore, "the flourishing of 
non-human. life' requires u a substantia/ de- 
crease in hu man population. ,F H a we v e r. wi th - 
out a theoretical basis for determining how 
to evaluate various levels of additional 
"flourishing and various alternative means 
of achieving population decrease, we learn 
little about what policies might be justified. 
It is stated chat policies affecting "basic eco- 
nomic technological, and ideological struc- 
tures" must be changed, so that the future 
" will be deep/y different from the present/' Bui 
while its safe to assume that the future will 
be "deeply different/" this can mean differ- 
ent things to different ecologists (ranging 
from an authoritarian eeofa seism to an an- 
archistic eco-communita nanism), Similar 
difficulties exist with other principles. The 
fundamental problem is that the p Eat form is 
like a series of conclusions, abstracted from 
their premises. Yet the meaning oi each prin- 
ciple is largely determined by the process 
of getting to it. 

McLaughlin does, however, discuss vari- 
ous justifications for the deep ecology plat- 
form l hat he finds plausible. In general, they 
involve some kind of "expansive identifica- 
tion'' or self-real izatl on through identifica- 
tion with a larger self. This is, indeed, a 
promising approach, since an authentically 
ecological sensibility will require an ability 
to breakout of the narrowness of ego-iden- 
tification, in order to discover the continui- 
ty between ourselves and the larger wholes 
of which wc arc parts. Nevertheless, 
McLaughlin is less than critical of some no- 
tions of identification. For example, he cites 
Warwick Fox's view that the "most accessi- 
ble" kind of identification is a " cosmoiogical- 
ly based sense of commonality with all that 
is” that leads us to experience ourselves as 
leaves of a "cosmic tree" that has been grow- 
ing for some fifteen bd/ion years, becoming in- 
finitely larger and infinitely more differentiated 
in the process." Let us agree that this kind of 
self-knowledge is valuable — still, it seems 
that the kind of identification proposed by 
bio regional ism is not only more accessible, 
but more ecologically and socially signifi- 
cant. We can discover ourselves within our 
bioregion or local ecocommunity as integral 
parts of a concrete whole fa concrete uni- 
I versa l we might even say), a very specific 
community of life, within which we can de- 
velop a culture of place, a practical expres- 
sion of our identity, Furthermore, it is not at 
the cosmic level that we must meaningfully 
and practically confront either ecological 
crisis or social injustice. 

It is to the credit of McLaughlin that he 
returns at the conclusion of the book to the 
"problem of agency," in an attempt to help 
move contemporary ecological thought 
away from mere moratism toward effective 
social practice. He sees potential for grow- 
ing ecological consciousness and effective 
political action in a public affected increas- 
ingly by ecological degradation, in workers 
who are exposed to hazardous substances 


on the job, in a Green movement that seeks 
a coherent ecological politics, in feminists 
who convincingly link patriarchy and the 
domination of nature, and finally, in radical 
ecologists who discover the finks between 
social injustice and ecological crisis. 
McLaughlin notes that "fust as humanity and 
nature need to be understood within a holistic 
perspective, so too does modem society require 
a holistic understanding." Asa result of mak- 
ing such connections, “a clear understand- 
ing of industrialism s determinative role in the 
rape of the Earth " will show that ,£ radical eco- 
centrism must make common cause with the 
oppressed of the world” It is this understand- 
ing of the intimate connection between the 
political and the ecological that makes this 
book SO encouraging. 

John Cliiri; is rhe auinfir rri The Anarchist Moment- fteffsctofiStin 
Naurs. CuHire ami POrnr. i tc edited Palming fie Each Tho 
Fromm d Soria; Ecology, a collrclion d rad ear earing ical wri- 
ngs n hnnftiir tiri Murray BOCKchifi. He a *0 00 . Mil 5 Mesedabs 
the Journal td Sunvfgkifi/niisrft . ' 77?5 Gnhn SI, New Ore a ns. L A 
Ttttta, USA.acp/inljed tom t^dk^tf^st^ftsvimdBaotis. 


BEYOND 

HYPOCRISY 

DECODING THE NEWS IN AN 
AGE Or PROPAGANDA WITH 
A DOUBLESPEAK DICTIONARY 
FOR THE 1990S 

Edward S Herman 

South End Press., 116 Saint Botolph St. 
Boston, MA 021 1 5, 1992,. £9.95, pp 259 

Reviewed by Dave Stewart 


In this book. Herman does a superb job of 
highlighting the Orwellian "doublespeak" 
nature of the "free press' - as he points out, a 
world in which the aims and interests of rhe 
elite ruling class grow ever further removed 
from rhe aims and interests of those ruled 
requires its own special vocabulary Quot- 
ing Orwell. Herman reminds us that "politi- 
cal language serves to obfuscate an indefensible 
reality ”. And, arguable, never has the inde- 
fensible heen better defended than during 
the Thatcher- Major, Rea gan-Bush years For 
the administrations which gave the world 
the slaughter of 200,000 Iraqis, unknown 
thousands of Panamanians, and the covert 
war against Nicaragua, the attitude is clear 
As Bernard Ingham, Thatcher's press secre- 
tary. memorably pul it, “ bugger the public’s right 
to know The game is the security of the state - 
not the public’s right to know 1 ' 

Herman suggests that this state of affairs 
can be formulated into two laws, a "power 
law of access” and an "inverse power law of 
truthfulness''. The first of these laws says 
that the greater your economic and politi- 
cal clout, the easier yuur access to the mass 
media: and the less your power, the more 
difficult the access. Somewhere along the 
declining power scajc access falls to zero. 
The second law holds that the greater your 
economic and poll ti cat power, the greater 
your freedom to lie, This law follows in part 
from the first one, as those who would be 
most willing to refute the ties of the power- 
ful are weak with limited access. Such ac- 
cess as they might have is further reduced 


by the discordant nature of their messages. 

These power Jaws make the mass media 
extremely serviceable Ibr system-support- 
ive propaganda campaigns, since 'natural- 
ly' enough in a market economy, media 
proprietors, advertisers and governments 
have common aims and interests. Hence, for 
example, Saddam Hussein was free towage 
war against neighbouring states and butch- 
er as many of bis own subjects as he wished. 
Only when he transgressed against western 
economic interests did the free press see fit 
to vilify him as the 'new Hitler". 

Similarly, lhe issue of American incompe- 
tence (or entrapment) regarding Iraq's inva^ 
si on of Kuwait, with the assurance that the 
border dispute was regarded as strictly an 
Arab conflict, was passed over by Lhe free 
press, which chose to collapse into raptures 
of delight at the " threatening beauty" of the 
US au rs trikes on Iraq and the’pictu re- perfect 
assault'". Nowhere was there any suggestion 
that there might be human agony ur death 
behind the "surgical precision" of the " star 
spangled displa y of threatening force " . 

Herman suggest that this blindness to- 
wards Iraqi deaths may be explained by the 
"'mere gook rule 1 ", or the racist western atti- 
tude towards the lives of those considered 
to be less important than westerners. Hence 
the costs of the Gulf War, both in planning 
and in retrospective assessment, were dis- 
cussed by Lhe western media simply in terms 
of western -and, specifically, US-easualti.es 
and the affair is seen as a miraculously quick 
and bloodfree victory, since the 200,000 
dead Iraqis are simply irrelevant, Again, 
Herman suggests, such a callous altitude 
towards human life might make a mockery 
of any US daj rn to be acting as a global pc 
iiceman in a New World Order, yet such iro- 
nies are not for discussion by the "free press'. 

Ultimately, there is much to recommend 
Herman's book. It applies a blowtorch oi 
outrage and sabre to the lies of those who 
seek to prolecL the privilege of the ruling 
elite and, most pertinently wilh its ' Dou- 
blespeak Dictionary", acts as a reminder, 
while the press masturbates itself into a fren- 
zy over the bogus issue of 'political correct- 
ness’. of precisely in whose interests 
language is controlled and shaped. 


TechnoLogy- 

out-of-control 

IN THE ABSENCE 
OF THE SACRED 

THE FA HURT OF 
TECHNOLOGY AND THE 
SURVIVAL OF THE INDIAN 
NATIONS 

Jerry Mander 

Son Francisco, Sierra Club Books, 1992 , 
pp 446. 


Jerry Mander in a stimulating green thinker 
who writes in a particularly dear and acces- 
sible way. He calls into question the foun- 
dations of technological progress. Most 
people would call his conclusions luddite’. 
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Mender argiir's. ihai itu.- lauded achievement 
of consumer choice 7 is a fallacy when big 
business is in reality [dicing all ol us to Jive 
our lives in a simitar manner, trained Co 
achieve out pleasure Irom what we buy 
Looking at the sUle <jI our world he argute 
Ihal the IndUTthiaS Revolution has not lived 
up lo Us adveiiJMng and he looks hopefully 
towards I hi; “{"u-r^sog that WC may 

in we been led down the garden path by fa fat 
advertising toward a fantasy world, created 
t> y romantics who had an economic' stake in 
oar accepting their dream " 

Marnier warns tlial with every new tech- 
nological innovation arid cornmodiiy we arc 
unky told about the bt;sl- case scenarios hD 
its elted txi out lives with the inlm.nialion 
inevitably ;-,i,jj i filled by those who stand lo 
gain hom our acceptance As a rc 
suit this Information is in- 
variably optimistic and 
positive. Only nuclear 
power had a slightly 
rougher ride the worst- 
case scenario was clear at 
the outset, at Hiroshima. 

From now on our attitude to 
technology should he 'guilty 
until proven innocent ' Would 
we have wholeheartedly em 
braced the car 1 1 we had known 
about the desolate and isolating 
urban landscapes that would re- 
sult, the pollution, cancers, re- 
source depletion , waste, the spread 
ol tarmac over much of the coun- ■ 

Tu 

try. not to mention elimination of'; 
public transport choice and wars over 
Oil? The list of Urtforseen' cpn$£- 


images of American -style commodity life 
globally, threatening a kind of worldwide 
monoculture as Ibe techno-paradise of the 
'new world order'. Our TV addiction also 
trams us for drug dependency and commod- 
ity dependency, argues Mander The text is 
peppered with supporting uuote> from those 
who are more than happy with the direction 
that ihings arc now going; the President of 
Nabisco speaks of his dreams ol "One world 
of homogenous t anstanptton . . f/ am) looking 
forward to the dan when Arabs and Americans, 
Latins and Scandinavians will be munching 
Ritz crackers as enthusiastically as they already 
drink Coke or brush their teeth with Colgate 
When laced With TV. ordinary lift: appears 
slow and dull says Mander TV speeds 
up our nervous systems until we 
are loo fast to feci calm, or to 
read, almost loo fast to relate 
meaningfully to others, and 
much too fast to experience na- 
ture We become speed junk- 
ies With televise n we have 
moved en masse inside to- 
' tally artificial, reconstruct- 
ed and ''mediated'' worlds 



Newer development like 
computer* add to this en- 
, vclopmeFiit in an artifi- 
! ISafij cial environment, 
Faced with ihe in- 
creasing insistence 
that children should 
be taught by com- 
puters one writer on 
the Toronto Globe asked. "If chil- 
dren are separated from their parents by 
hoars of TV from their playmates by video 
quences goes on and on: what about the games, and from their teachers by teaching ma- 

boredom and alienation of assembly line chines, where are they supposed to Learn to be 

work and its social effects? human?™ 


The bete noire of technologies, l he giue 
which holds the whole destructive system 
together, is- — for Mander-— television, While 
researching his previous book Four Argu- 
ments for the Elimination of Television he 
found to his amazement that of the 10.000 
books on the subject of TV, not one was ar- 
guing that society might actually be better 
off without it. In the Absence of the Sacred 
reiterates the findings of this earlier in vesli- 
gallon. TV makes people passive, Mander 
explains. When watching TV the brain 
switches to 'alpha level' — a highly receplive 
but non-cognitrvc mode — and information 
is then placed directly into the mind without 
viewer’s participation Researchers ,il ihc 
Australian National University have called 
it 'sleep-teaching'. 

This is all the more worrying as TV watch- 
ing has become, apart from work and sleep, 
the main activity of life for most Americans 
and many other nationalities besides The 
diverse activities ol previous gene ration s- 
commurnty events, cultural pursuits and 
family life— Tiave been replaced by TV The 
average viewer watches 21.000 commercials 
per annum, TV. argues Mander, has allowed 
I a quantum leap in Ihe homogenisation of 
thought, behaviour and culture after giving 
corporations, unprecedented centralised 
control. The end result? Nothing more than 
mass brainwashing and political control, 
wiih alternative visions effectively shut out 

The arrival of satellite television implants 


Surprisingly enough view's on technolo- 
gy are nearly identical across the political 
spectrum, technology is 'neutral 1 and has no 
inherent politics, no inevitable social or en- 
vironmental consequences. Mander disa- 
grees. As an example, nuclear power, he 
argues, cannot move society in a democrat- 
ic direction and must move it in an auto- 
cratic one because of its very nature, its 
expense and dangerousness. Solar energy 
on the other hand is intrinsically biased to- 
wards democratic use. It can be small-scale, 
controlled by the community and even, by a 
family Corporations, similarly, can t be re- 
formed: we might as well ask an army to 
adopt pacifism Despite numerous lesions 
m the prudence of caution, new develop- 
ments are still entered into with the fright- 
ening optimism of the past. Genetics is ihc 
latest wilderness' to be explored and con- 
quered. This is the ultimate desecration of 
life according to another critic, Jeremy | 
Riffcin. and will result in the reduction of life to 
the status of a manufactured commodity, .in 
distinguishable from the commeraa] products 
Half gf the book is devoted to describing 
the lessons to be learnt from the Indian and 
indigenous ways of life, and an extensive sur- 
vey of indigenous peoples' struggles against 
the forces of the 'megamadiine' which de- 
stroys their cultures. Globally there is a con- 
tinuing colonisation of the empty 
wilderness where indigenous people have 
often lived for ihou sands of years — a con- 


nn.ua lion of the land of genocide most brutal- 
ly carried out against the American Indians 
In cultures where co-opera 1 1 on. sharing, 
non -mate nail am and resped for natural cy- 
cles are vital io The community technologi- 
cal encroachment brings the opposite 
va lue s- -wi t h t r a gic co nsequ e nee s E n N or th 1 
America the result even now is that stones, ■ 
legends, and languages are forgotten, and 
new activities like watching TV stop peo- 
ple even visiting each othei It is little won- 
der that there are outbreaks ol suicide 
amongst the younger generation and often 
despair on reservations after lands have 
been stolen and sustainable lifestyles made 
impossible 

Mander looks at some of the underlying 
assumptions and justifications we have 
about indigenous people, fur instance the 
use of Darwinian theory to justify subjuga- 
tion by 'more advanced' Europeans Mar- 
shall S ah tins' famed, but disputed, study of 
stone-age economics' is discussed to show 
that there a in fact an abundance of leisure 
time in subsistence societies compared to 
what we make do with and a conscious 
choice lo avoid accumulating a surplus. 

The book has had a mixed reaction from 
the people who.se lifeways it tries to articul- 
ate Ward Churchill, the radical North Amer- 
ican Indian activist, criticises Mander for 
neglecting the words of actual Indian peo- 
ple in favour of those of an d/L but exclusive- 
ly white, mostly male . oppositional intelligentsia 
of which he ts a part " . This group includes 
Kirkpatrick Sale, Ivan Illsch, Prijtof Capra. 
Gary Snyder, Starhawk, Vandana Shiva. 
George Sessions Bill Devail, Fritz Schu- 
macher. Riane EtsJer and Arne Naess. ! 
Churchill adds loo that there is no mention 
made of AIM (the American Indian Move- 
ment], probably the “ pre-emtneni native re- 
sistance group in the US since the 1970s" , | 
p erhaps bee au s c of the soli da rity they have 
shown with the FLO Where are the Pales- 
tinians in Mander’s round-up of indigenous 
liberation struggles, asks Churchill? Mander 
and allied thinkers have also been criticised 
from other quarters for their belief in some 
kind of lost paradise' that existed before we 
deviated from nature', where real men hunt 
and real women pick berries 

Whatever his merits as a voice of an Indi- 
an alternative Mander remains an articulate 
and provocative proponent of an important 
green message and a new. more critical, ‘ho- 
listic' way of examining technology 


NEW AGE AND 
ARMAGEDDON 

THE GODDESS ORTHE 
GURUS? TOWARDS A 
FEMINIST VISION OF THE 
FUTURE 

Monica Sjoo 

The Womens Press, 1 992 1 pp 330 

Reviewed by AH 


If you are already skeptical about the val- 
ues and philosophy of the New Age move- 
ment then this book will confirm your 
scepticism. If you aren't then whai Monica 
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Sjoo revti f " ih:s book should make you 
SO Bv ex iTT. *:*i the Wjilien and 
sp oke r; : t zl? z : van ous pc opk i e- 
gvd e - I •- r: r;j c: I h e N e w A Re jfijg 
it bec:T.*5 clear drat 

than s r " ivj’r " to the appa r- 

the *r r" Earth She expos- M vitdE 
es (.he :: rer^ of Findharn, T 

the A-,Tf z“: devotees, re- I § 

tamreri promoters 

. . ic£ F.t^r.t:; .■ 

ter^ltrA. Various New / 

Age shamans, spirituals M W T-Mh 
and pagans to a femi- / : ;-fc 

nist analysis and finds / . 
them to be patriar- / / 

Chal misogynist and _T J 

racist She further re- 
veals that some of the most 
highly regarded “gurus" in the New Age 
believe and even welcome, an armageddon- 
hke future in which the believers will be 
saved, the Earth cleansed and a Golden Age 
will return in which a Christ -like figure rules 
over Life, News Agers show iheiriseives to 
be very much defenders of the "status quo", 
the established white male order which both 
tears and strives to control nature 

ft also becomes clear that a lot of New 
Age thinking is bound up with finding solu- 
tions ro problems inside, rather than seeing 
them in i he context of society and its struc- 
rur( ■ S]OG challenges maxims of rhe New 
Age such as "you create your own reality 
which imply that if you arc poor ill oi dying 
il is of your own making, and r 'tf women are 
having a hard time von should work on your- 
selves" again implying that outside condi- 
i ions, such as patriarchy have nothing to do 
■with it On a more sinister lev* I she quotes 
gurus of New Age philosophy speaking of 
the freeymarket American capitalist system 
■is the model for the future In return for 
tivsc endorsements, transnational corpora- 
tions are making a greater use of alrcrna- 
livc therapies, for example TM, to create a 
more docile workforce and increased prof- 
its Transcendental Meditation. Of Natural 
Law Party fame, is used in A men can pris- 
ons to teach prisoners lo make themselves 
more docile and controllable, it being cheap- 
er and more subtle than tranquillizers TM 
to be introduced on an experimental ba- 
rn o the prisons here this year 
Monika on also writes of her exponent - 
md her son’s in the hands of alternative 
Therapists during the Lime of the cancer from 
which he eventually died. It seems quite 
common for some alternative therapists to 
5 ay, as they did to her son, that, " your illness 
is due to something inching in yourself ana you 
vourself are the cause of your illness and need 
to /earn something from it This, whilst be- 
ing charged E3Q per hour-long session es 
natural w{h)ealth indeed 
The so-called natural birth movement, pi- 
oneered by Leboyer. is also examined 
lh rough his own writings and those of its oth- 
er exponents and rebirthers. What she 
shows is their fear of women's sexuality in 
the vivid, aggressive and negat ive ideas they 
have of the birth of a baby. This, together 
with the ideas that some New Agcrs have 


about ageing and death, their desire to con 
irol this through then use of certain thera- 
pies (which an expensive and don't work; 

■ jgh bioengineering, she 

describes to illustrate the 
fear of Life and Nature 
that a lot of New Age 
thinking seems to encout 
ge The New Age is thus 
town to discourage poht- 
il questioning and to have 
e awareness of race, sex 
ass or even to welcome il 
is is a very revealing and 
bing insight into the phi- 
y and background of (he 
*e and its so-called gut us, 
dcome questioning of it. 


V Monica 5j&4 is currently ira*.,nq for wnimtf to 

* include nan aerology txoyis.flna.vt ted W&r 

* ens Resistance in the UK. Contact The Wom- 
en's Cirhe. Greenfeaf BodStsnop, %2 CciHro^ 
Street. BntWl BSl 588 


Ava;iat>e frDTi. Gynlrtia Ohle |, 72 Church Meadow. Mi- 
twi-Upoo-WydnuooiJ, Chippy Norton, Onon, DX7 6JG, 
Cheques lor El 7. 50 fine, p&p) 1o C A, O'Neil i. [Editorial 
note: Unfortunately ARIL include' 1 , offensive references 
to homo&exua'ily as 'sexual dov .mce' | 


ANIMAL 

RESEARCH TAKES 
LIVES 

HUMANS AND ANIMALS 
BOTH SUFFER 

Bette Overell 

iVZ Am t- Vivisectton Soc. I 993. pp 36 h 

Reviewed by Patrick RaUipau 


Who pays the 
piper? 

A BIT ON T HE 
SIDE 

POLITICIANS Wl IO PAYS 
THEM? AN INSIDERS GUIDE 

Paul Halloran and Mark 
Hollingsworth 

London. Simon and Schuster. 1994 , pp 
231, £12.99 


In April Ihflfh the New Zealand Ami- Vivi- 
section Society prose riled a 1 00. 000 -si g na- 
ture petition to the NZ Parliament, asking 
for the abolition of animal experiments Al 
though the pet it I on, after the initial publicity, 
was, effectively side-lined, the petition did dit 
il a response from the vivisection syndicate 
In November 1990. courtesy of the tax- 
payer. the NZ Ministry nf Agriculture pro- 
duced a booklet , Ammo! Research Saves Is v/s. 
a joint effort by the Cancer Society, the Heart 
Foundation the Medical Research Society 
and the Medical Research Remedies Manu 
facturers Association. The latter includes 
such Life-savers as Ciba-Geigy, ICf, Smithk* 
line Beecham, DuPont and so on 
In the style of Cardiac Arrest the detailed 
refutation of the American Hear! Associa- 
tion fiction on heart research vivisection. 
Belt p O ve r el I. w en [ throug h A nimal Research 
Saves lives and, point by point, shot down 
ail the misinformation The end product was 
Animal Research Takes Lives. 

This 3 60 -page hard-back book, with its 16- 
page index and its references in situ brings 
in evidence from ail over the world and. with 
many illustrations, demolishes the case for 
animal research Considering the document 
that Retie Overell has produced 1 would 
imagine that ihe Syndicate now wish that 
they loo had ignored the petition 

That the likes of Hans Ruesch — "magnifi- 
cent, monumental, practically faultless" and 
Pietro Croce " splendid, precious contribution, 
analytical index was excellent" — have en- 
thusiastically endorsed the book is enough 
said. ARTL will save lives: human and animal 


This 'dodt-y ourself manual to the hidden 
agenda of British politic^ is an invaluable 
guide to the various directorships, consul- 
tancies. shareholdings etc of our erstwhile 
MPs and NIFFS and what exactly they mean 
Multiple indexes even include a reverse 
directory listing each of the big Ipb- 

^ E ro;u P s fagricui- 

„ \ defence, phar mac- 
flk Vt ^ OR \ ueticals, food in- 
jrV ^ I duslry, lawyers. 

C?1 1 |r. 1 oil, privatisation, 
f r 1 € Ol . | road e tc ) along 

i i with the MPs 

\ \ linked to them. 

^ , A brief descrip- 

\ S 1 \ tion is given of 

strength or weakness. 

Other books which focus, on just one lob- 
by grouping come Up with more names, for 
those that want greater depth Geoffrey Can - 
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non s The i \ dims of food, for instance, comes 
up With 250 MPs linked to the food indus- 
try only 1 3 arc named here 
\ oak out for the authors' forthcoming bi- 
ography of Mark Thatcher! 


NLW ECONOMIC 
INDICATORS 

A PILOT INDEX: 1950-1990 

Tim Jackson and Nic 
Marks 

Stockholm Environment InstJNe w 
Economics Fdn. r I994,pp 46 


i Understanding that economic success does 
nol automatically mean increased welfare, 
the New Economics Foundation has under- 
taken a pilot report into the British econo- 
my using a better indicator than GNP able 
to account for health, individual well-being, 
environmental quality and security, and in- 
cluding also houae work and voluntary work. 
Increased industrial output which may for 
instance be simultaneously polluting the en- 
vironment and disabling the workforce has 
its negative consequences reflected in a new 
Index of Sustainable Welfare (ISEW). A good 
balance sheet today won't count for much 
when future generations find themselves 
bankrupted as a result One unfortunate po- 
tential flaw in this adjusted GNP is that the 
effects of some economic activities on the 
biosphere may in fact be catastrophic and 
irreversible, and therefore beyond the scope 
of any index to measure. 

The results of this reappraisal of GNP are 
striki ng white GNP has increased by 230% 
since 1950, sustainable economic welfare 
has barely increased by barely 3%. And the 
peak of sustainable economic welfare was 
in 19741 indeed it is noticeable that ISEW 
declined hy almost 5% a year in the 19 60s. 
In the period from 1975 to 1990, when GNP 
rose by a third, sustainable economic web 
fare dropped by about 50% What does this 
mean? In real terms we are hardly any bet- 
ter off than we were forty years ago and 
much worse off than we were in the mid-VOs 

Since the 1 974 peak, nses in GNP have not 
nan si .i i ed into increased sustainable economic 
welfare Environmental damage, run-down of 
resources and social and environmental carts 
of production have all increased. 

Also important in its effect on individual 
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sustainable economic welfare is the grow- 
ing inequality of income distribution — which 
mi rtNued rapidly after I9S2. An unsuspect- 
ed result of this disparity is shown in a re- 
cent Sussex University study which reported 
I hat "countries with the longest life expectan- 
cy are those with the smallest spread of in- 
comes" and not those with the highest 
slandard of living as is commonly expected, 

New Ecgrtsmics Founaatocv 88194 Wantoorl'i St, Lon- 
don FI 7SA; lei Ql7l 377 S696. 


Shorts 

Trail of the Octopus; From Beirut to 
Lockerbie Inside the DIA by Donald God 
dard with Lester K. Coleman. Penguin , 1 994 , 466 
pages, £4 99 The same subject matter as Allan 
l-'rankovich s important documentary. The Mal- 
I lese Double Cross The London Film Festival. 

■ Ch 4 and she JCA alt pulled out of screening it 
alter pressure, including planted media smear 
stories. Bob Swire, Lockerbie relatives’ Spokes 
man "If it is only half true there must ha ve been a 
I monumental rover-up ". The major allegation; 
CEA/DEA controlled- drug delivery rouie 
d iscovercd by Irani an backed terrorists who g ol 
Ebeir bomb into this pre-existing covert link A , 
President Buah staff member told another 
Lockerbie relative: " Your government and aurs • 
know exactly whai happened hut they are never 
I going to tell" Only 9 days after Contacting au- 
thor Lester Coleman for a lead, investigative 
I journalist Danny Casolaro died in a very suspi- 
cious suicide He had been linking together the 
Octopus' Iran-contra. SCO. October Surprise 
and the PROM IS software scandal To arrange 
,1 showing or for info about the secret slate cam- 
paign against the fi Em (phone-tapping, break-ins. 
arson etc) telephone 0171 328 4550 

The Fifth Sacred Thing by Slubawk, Ban 
tarn Books. New York. 1994, 487 pages Love, 
revolution, paganism and ecotopia merge in this 
gripping first novel by a well-known feminist 
witch and peace activist. Similar to LeGum's clas- 
sics The Dispossessed mA Always Coming Home. 

The Enemy Within - MTS, Maxwell and 
the ScnrgiH Affair by Seumas Milne, Verso, 
1994. 344 pages The successful secret war by 
Thatcher, Stella Rimington, MI 5 et a l, their me- , 
dia instruments (eg Daily Minor, The Cook Report) 
and agents provocateurs against ScargiJJi HUM 

Anarchism Left , Right and Green by Gi- 
nk* H eider, City Lights Books. San Francisco, 
1994 169 pages, £6.79. A readable, and critical, 
survey of the US anarchist milieu including ;n 
tervmws wsih Books hi n. Biehl, Chomsky, Dolgo- 
ff And an archo-capitalist Rothband. Hcider prefers 
the left ^ anarcho-syndicalist current 

Ecological Feminism edited by Karen War* | 
reri. H nut lodge. 1 994, 209 pages. A philosophical 
Anthology 

Futur* Primitive and other essays by John 
Zera&n, Autonomedia/CAL Press, 1994. POli 
1 446, Columbia, MO 65205-1446, 185 pages, A 
sequel to Clements of Refusal. Primicivist anar- 
chist John &er;an follows up his though [-pro- 
voking diatribes against art. farming, Language, 
time and industrialism as domination with new 
material on culture., psychology, postmodern- 
ism. Bookchin, 

Green Delusions - An Environmentalist 
Critique of Radical Environmentalism by 

Martin L Lewis. Duke University Press. 1994, 
288 pages An interesting, confrontational and 
'deliberately controversial™ discussion 

The Danger of Ecofasdsm: Lesson* from 

the German Experience, essays by Janet Biehl 
and Paler Steudenmaicr, AK Press, 1991 


Beneath the Underground by Gob Black. 
Feral House, PG Box 3466, Portland. Oregon, 
QR97208 USA, 1994. S 10 95. 190 pages An ex 
ptoralion of the ’marginals milieu' irieDlYsub 
culiurc and its unes 



Which Way for the Ecology Movement, 
Ettayi by Murray Bookchm. AK Press. 22 
Luiton Place. Edinburgh. Scotland, SHE 9PE„ 
1994 £4 50, 75 pages. Insight and polemic on 
pOputqlion, socjobLology, deep ecology and 
more horn the wise old man of eco-anai chisrn 

Health Service Wildcat drawn by Donald ■ 
ftooum/scripts V _ Furmurry* 

Freedom Press (in Fit 
An^el Alley, 84b V ftfttf'-flyjy* 
Whitechapel High '‘'* snT “ r “ 

Street, London El 
TQX), 1994. f I 35, 

48 pages Cartoon 
Crttique of NH5 re- 
forms 

Trick or Trea- 
son: the October 
Surprise 
tery by Robert 
Parry. Sheridan 
Sq Press, 1993, 

$21 95. pp 349. 

Was Reagan's 
1980 victory 
bought wilh a covert 
weapons- for- hostages swap with the Iranians? 

Defrauding America: A Pattern Of Relat- 
ed Scandals - Dirty Secrets of the CIA and 
Other Government Operations by Rodney 
Stach, Diabolo Western Press, PO Box 5, Ala 
mo, California C A 94507. expanded second edi- 


tion. 1994. 654 pages. S27.5D. let ] 8002477389 
Some questionable sources bui still a devutat 
ing expose of cover ups and criminality, so 
threatening that no mainstream newspaper or 
magazine dared to review it; or advert 11 . 1 ? n 
Why We Will Never Win the War on AIDS 
by Peter Duesbeig and Bryan Ellison, rnside Eto 
ry Press, 1 994, 125 (in-c p&p) from Rethinking 
AIDS, 2D 40 Polk St, #321, San Francisco, CA 
94109 A dissidents' view. 

Compromised: Clinton, Bush, and the 
CIA; How the Presidency was co-opted by 
the CIA by Terry Reed and John Cummings, 
Shapolsky Publishers inc, NY, 1994. 546 pages 
The Clinton -Jinked Arkansas CIA-conita gun/ 
drug smuggling cover-tip. The media is at last | 
showing an interest. See Open Eye 2. p 12-13 
Failure to Quit - Reflections of an Opti- 
on itic Historian by Howard Ziiui, Common 
Courage Press. Monroe. Maine, 1993, 164 peg 
es Collected essays hy the author or the iC- ' 
claimed A People's History of the United States 
Healing the Split - Integrating Spirit Into 
Our Understanding of the Mentally 111 by 
John E Nelson, revised edition. 5UNY Press, I 
1994 Discussion of madness, genius, drugs and 
spirituality Includes description of ihe Various 
si 1 finds of anti psychiatry. 

Censored - The News That Didn't Make 
the Newa - And Why, edited by Carl Jensen 
and Project Censored. Four Walls Eight Win- 
dows, New York, 1994, pp3t8 Award-winning 
censored! stories including US oil concessions 
in Somalia. CIA involvement in overthrow of 
Anstidc and support for military officials who 
smuggle cocaine into the US, Anti Defamation 
l eague political spying Contact Carl Jensen 
Project Censored, Sonoma State University, 
Rohnert Park CA 94928. 


The I LP (Independent Labour Party}: Past 
and Present by Barry Winter, ILP Pubns (49 Top 
Moor Side, Leeds LSl lj, 1993. pp 38 £2 50. 

The Orpheus Programme by Roger Col 
trell, Mmerva Press, lfi Cromwell Place, Lon- 
don $ W 7 2J N, 1 994, 5 1 5 pages. Parapolitical novel 
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Open lye publications 

Op+r£y* The nev table War Strategic <*r«l 
Mteok-^e* *a| Iraq A the 

•' ■ :V -d S v« ■■ - A J4 - .dually fight for con- 
'foi 1 Jl - n' Araoisn Gult O90p 

(?0pp 

Open eye Plunder A Blunder. The rm- 

r:> ■}.*.'•.• •>■•„■ -. 3 . ' 1 A. ticononriic and 

; i •■■■■■ . ! r ‘ i rt war 

wi rh Iran OyOp (20pp), 

Ope^ Fyo The Situatfonlat 
International Its Art , Its 
Theory, Its Practice', E-QGp 

f?4pp, 

Op<jn Eye. Tne Green Move- 
■" or? t Should it bo Human - 
centred or Nature-centred? 

' r - social ecology vs. deep 
■ /i.-xjy debate 0-70p (f2ppj 

Open Eye. Deep Ecology and 
~ r in sper tonal Psychology -An Enlighten- j 
^g Confrontation ? A critical investigation of 
'he idoas of groan theorists rmetud 
ing Hookchm and Tvacss and 
tran sper s n n al psy c h ol 0 g 1 si 
Ken Wilbur. and sublets such 
as rnsQiMininism evolution and 
ecoiMdsm t'7> ' G i&3pp 

Noam Chomsky: Now World 
Order O-flOp ( 1 6pp) 

Guy Oebord; Refutation of all 
Judgments whether m praise or 
hostile whteh nave up to now 
been brought on the film The 
Society of the Spectacle" Cl -20 
(30pp) 

Anthony Verney The Happy Retirement 

TNi lull ir y nl how -*n ofo cooptes -d yM I-C 

n tiwment collage was turned into a torture 


chamber, and who night h avu 
been responsible As featured 
in Open Eye issuo 2 El -30 
13QPP)- 

* Joe Vial Is: Secret Agenda of 
Faik lands and Guff Wars Was 

the F alklands war taught fur ail? 
Wore Gull oil lipids delihomlnly 
t> nmbod & why? 1-OQp, (22pp]F 

* David Ward; Nagaland. Tears 
Behind the Blindfold Wards state - 
merit, smuggled oul of Nairn Jail, 
which farced John Major's mterven 
tion to secure his release. 0-70p ( 16pp) 

* George Firsetf/FADHAS: 
Why we need Stone- 
henge -A History of Wor- 
ship A Celebration 0 '¥*p 

( 6 pp) 

* Load on Greenpeace' The 
3aWe against McDonald* 

O- hOp (IQppJ 

* Or David Lowry: Politics of 
Plutonium in the UK Lei rum 

in Japan Nov. 1991 El '40 
( 32 pp) 

Alistair Phillip s/Powerwatch 3 
£/ectromafi'nefj l c Fields 
The Secret Killer Ei-00 
faopp). 

■ Books are also available 
from Open Eye notably 

Tony Collins: Open Verdict 
- An Account of 25 Mys ferr- 
ous Deaths in the Defence 
industry £GD 0 (2&1ppi 

* Other authors include Paul 
F ooi. Agee. Stockweti etc 
Send SAE for details 


1 3^ dfwsyi been the best technique of social 
control and there's a lot of that going on snjjni 
the world 

M in the 19th century there was a reaction la 
all of this The Chiapas uprising in Mexico is onr 
fond of reaction, a very constructive am sn dial 
caw, The no: in South Central Los Angeles a year 
earlier was another kind of reaction — no; con 
ilructivc m that caic That's the difference hr 
tween a s ornery kkc Chiapas which Is extremely 
Impoverished ar.d repressed but soli reflects some 
sort, nf integrity and, could do somethin g con si rue 
rive :i,v compared with what happened in the US 
i-lurn^ where there has just been complete social 
destruction 

In Central America — despite all the enormous 
triror miraculously popular organisations have 
.survived and in the Can b bean too There are 3trk 
mg changes in the United States, this is die fir c 
time shat there has been an effors if labour soli 
danty across workers in the United States 1m 
mediately after NAFTA. General Elect nc ind 
General Motors and Honeywell [in , r. Mpnuin 
worker* for labour organising but ih:s — lot 

lhe first time the US unions got. involved and 
lhey have much more clout of course anti they 
were ,ibk to mitigate this But rhe point ,1 the 
.h.i!’s>e. a recognition that working people jj-- 
also going to have To act on an international scale 
if 1 hey want to combat this vidous clwa war thai's 
being fought agamst them with its destructive i'i 
facts 1?i ere has been an extension and growth in 
the various peace and justice and solidarity- type 
movements that evolved in the aa 5 In sh^rt there 
are conflicting tendencies as there always have 
bf-en and there's no way to know how that con 
HiCC WiD rum out whaE we can he iurv is ihaf the 

Stakes are very' large 

■ * ■ 

T>* 1 n «1 ( el Ct !lw til- 1 hfli z * C F <xnfc , V 

iftf C-tn*a. 1 - air m ate Va-, '«i Ai sdneJ ■»» ' 'V 
part Mi ippaimf n Vie JVm Statesman whe bnefy stupiad 
■js *t f a full r*annJ,ng 
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Marx to Maggie 


Gel 9 grasp of the events end the 
ideotoyiHs lhal sFuipi' an over more 
complex world Road the Nl 
magazine and |Oln tFie 65.000 
people worldwide wild now 
subscribe Each month we tackle 
one subject in depth M could be 
Food or tFne Arms Trade. Africa or 
the Amazon. The ideas, the facts 
and the arguments ,mi all carefully 
edited with clear chads, lively articles, 
high Quality colour photos and vivid 
graphics An instant monthly bn e ling pus regular features 
such as news updates Irom around the world, reviews and 
a country p'olile Quicker to road lhan a book, right up 10 
tne- minute - and all inr just E22.7Q a year 

But you don t have to l ike our word for il Fill rn the* 
box below inn we will send you three rnomhE. issues 
absoiufeiy FREE plus , 1 . lull colour world map poster all 
yours lo keep whether or not you subscribe, a 
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Altern a tive Pres s Updat e 



an? addihons to our hsr in «ua 2 {semt 
sac to s espy i ndLongn** r'Mb changes 
mssed d‘ 

AK distribution 

Mailorder radical book’> magazines 
2 i. I in i >n Place, Edinburgh HUE 0PE Tel 
0131 S67 JMH’T. 

DS4A 

Annn.-hrsl ^i.iilOrdeT cnlrih^E^ 

3' n : Bin II Cnal<il b ■■■•«•■ Si Cel 
SlL’f- S' llnid SSI 5813 I’-rriJ iif » 

I nvestigat ive 

Lobsler 

Cove f= hidden poliics tnr ttighr, M li.' 
CiA c.nyort pro-pagrtncbt ■L>^assma- 
nons conspiracies 

HifflM) 314 Wcilhumf Hull 
HUF- 3.1M |Ki'bri/2^jnjrO TrH 01102 14T55B 

L abater 

Of1.shcM.vi RiFnilar lo Ramsay T j oibjfer. 
Stephen l )<n r i! 1 3 5 Sch -.nl 5i N <• i her thong 
Kdmrtrih W Yorks HH-7 2Yli nub if, 4 •-* 
:ufj. Trl OMM fifllSS* 

Gre eir/Hea lth 

Green tin? 

Gjeen , ' ! «n'«rnal rigihl t uuwb articles. 
cvt'ivlH diary, networking 
New .iili lrr- PO linn b Lnstwithiel, Cornwall 
PI U 'iVT (lull fS 1 7 501 Tel 0 1 *50500 

Da or Dte 

A vnpr* ol l artlh Hrst' 1 r»f ra4i«(eco 

ac(ivsh«nei#ort( Anidv* 4 Meet action 
anti-tuadB. newt 

Dead 1"erC'i EF li:«* 5| R3Ce|ifon Sr llrn- 
to] US I ill 1 .; t. ! ,n siai up s/ i <i| iy | 

Undercurrents 

Video rn -is) j ;■ ne with «co pmlest 

anlbCJA *r>T more Send them your 
camcorder teenage' 

Ssnc 'iVrtild MfAi ] A W*[filnw K4 Loti- 
don N10 N i : f fi y i 

(utrFMnprd) + 1 1 in p-S4p 
TbE 01 71 2*1 1 7320. 

Tbxcat 

Ccmmuimlv-'boaEilh is 
5tl^S anti- pollution 
ri^w s and mtftcal a«er- 
nalivefi 

CntnWuillricfl Afl.jnn’H 
Tonics (sub E32 fen 12 ik 
iueF - reports: Tel 0151 
3J9 B4T' 

Network 

New doveleptnehls m 
setonee, philosophy 
medicine, conscious- 
ness ryiHjirrchi new 
paradigm &ti pp AS 

David f . inm.iT Scientific 
j.riil 5.‘>di< , al Network 
Lesser liniliftfi Tilic--i_v 
L urie. Der;Jt«n Uxbndft 
Middi IJan 5DG (sub 
Eli 3 tBiuPpj Tel O lSBi 
635 Bib 

Society for Environmental Therapv 

NowBlvKflf exploring Thr 1 onvirofvnen 
faf ■cau’d** of disease ahrt to w-f school - 
og> iwdififte 

5 E ' F * 1 Ft rival] ftpai* IjvnTh 1 fi I? J 
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